
 

 

 “CENTRAL PRIDE IS SCHOOLWIDE” 

December, 2020 

December, 2020 

Central Students and Families: 
 
I hope this newsletter finds you well.  As I reflect on the 2020-
2021 school year, this has been an interesting 1st quarter to 
say the least.  As a staff, we will continue to do our best to help 
you through the virtual learning phase and please reach out to 
your teachers, counselors, and administrators if there is  
anything that we can do to help.  This pandemic has created 
many issues and a lot of students are struggling with classes 
and on a personal level.  We want to help, in any possible way, 
to get you through these challenging times.   
 
We are working on plans to possibly have students back in 
school as early as January 20th.  As we get closer to that time, 
we will share what that might look like.  It would be great to 
have students back in the classrooms of Central High School. 
 
As challenging as this pandemic is for students, you need to 
know that you are stronger than the challenges that you are 
facing, and you will make it through this.  If you need help 
don't be afraid to ask and please take care of yourself. 
 
The staff of Central High School misses you and we look  
forward to seeing you again! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Troy McDonald 
Principal 
 



 

 

CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL  
DIRECT PHONE NUMBERS 

 
 Activities  789-3009 
 Attendance  789-3008 
 Kitchen 789-3016 
Main Office 789-7900 
Student Services 789-3006 
Go Riteway Bus Service:    881-6370 
 

SCHOOL CLOSINGS AND EARLY DISMISSALS 
 
In the event school is closed or dismissed early due to bad weather, the announcement will be 
made on the following TV and radio stations: 
 
WKBT TV 8 
WEAU TV 13 
WXOW TV 19 
 
FM STATIONS 
WLSU   88.99 
WIZM    93.3 
KCLH   94.7 
WRQT   95.7 
COW    97 
KQ    98 
CLASSIC ROC  100.1 
EAGLE    102.7 
MAGIC   104.9 
CC    106.3 
 
AM STATIONS 
WKTY   580 
WIZM   1410 
WLFN   1490 
 
The announcement will also be listed on the homepage of the school district’s website at 
www.lacrosseschools.org.  All after school programs and activities will be cancelled unless  
otherwise noted.  After school programs include Surround Care, Park and Rec Programs  
operated in district schools, and the 21st Century Community Learning Center After School  
Programs.  In the event of an early dismissal the Boys & Girls Club will operate their program at 
their facility until 5:00 PM.  However, there will be no transportation provided from the school to 
the Boys & Girls Club. 
 
Exceptions for evening events may be made on a case-by-case basis.  If an event is to be held, it 
will be posted on the district’s website and cable channel 4 as well as publicized on the media 
stations listed above. 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

The winter break is upon us, and many may be looking for some fresh ideas that can be done 
at home, to break up the monotony of TV & video games.  Here are a few: 
 

Walk or drive through Rotary Lights in Riverside Park.  What a fun way to enjoy a lot of 
light displays. 
 
Theme night dinners – pick a country to research some dinner ideas & recipes.  Picking 
even 1 country a week or try a new recipe you have been wanting to make can be  
re-energizing.  If you do the cooking, everyone else can clean up! 
 
Take time to read a book or listen to an audio book.  Many of these can be found at 
school libraries as well as the public libraries. 
 
Have your family help rearrange furniture – give a new perspective on a room. 
Games that can be played virtually with friends and/or family: 
 
Scattergories 
It's everything you love about the game Categories, but online. Set up your game by 
choosing from topics like TV shows, things that can found in a desk, or even pizza  
toppings. Create the game and send a link to all the players to join. If you're the last  
person standing with words to add to the category, you win! 
 
Farkle 

 
Pictionary 
The classic party game, Pictionary is perfect for a long-distance dinner party or night in 
with friends. With Zoom's whiteboard feature, you can play virtually or you could play 
separately and hold up your drawings for the other team. 

 
Jackbox Games (can be purchased online for $20 or under) 
 
Online Bingo 
Using the website Bingo Maker, create a virtual game with as many players as you 
please. They all just have to have the password from you to log into the game. Best part? 
You can enjoy the game from any device. 
 
*Please remember as school resumes, to call Mrs. Baumler for attendance if your  
student(s) are going to be missing class for any reason at 608-789-3008. 
 

Kim Mahlum, School District Nurse  
          Laura Eber, Central HS Health Assistant 

https://www.marieclaire.com/celebrity/g14438480/best-tv-shows-on-netflix/
https://www.bingomaker.com/


 

 

A Message from the Attendance Office 
 

When your student is unable to attend a class, please call the attendance office  

608-789-3008 or email pbaumler@lacrossesd.org. 
 

Please provide the students name - your name and relation to the student - the  

reason for the absence and a callback number. 

 
For appointments leave the excusal time and the estimated time of return. 

Doctor notes for appointments or illness may be submitted by email or dropped off 

in the office to be medically excused. 

 
Due to the spread of Covid-19 the School District is looking for the following when 

reporting an illness: 

Has student: 
*tested positive for Covid-19 
*been in contact with someone diagnosed with Covid-19 

*exhibited any of the following symptoms: 
   *Cough 
   *Diarrhea or vomiting 

   *Difficulty breathing 
   *Fever 

   *Headache 
   *Muscle pain 
   *Nausea 

   *New loss of taste or smell 
   *Sore throat 
 
Parents and students can monitor attendance on Skyward Family  

Access. Students should email their teachers if they think their absence 

is an error. 

 
 
Thank you for your cooperation in maintaining accurate attendance records. 

mailto:pbaumler@lacrossesd.org


 

 

 
 
Congratulations to the thirty-four new members that were inducted into the Circle  
Chapter of the National Honor Society on Monday, November 16th.  Central High 
School Administrator, Troy McDonald, addressed the inductees with an inspirational 
speech ennobling this group of youth to aspire to uphold the four pillars of the  
National Honor Society:  Scholarship, Leadership, Service, and Character.  National 
Honor Society Officers conducted the ceremony and spoke to each of these pillars. 
 

 
 

Thank a Teacher, or any staff member, with a gift to  
the La Crosse Public Education Foundation. 

 
Looking for a way to shorten your holiday shopping list?  Instead of purchasing a gift for your 
child’s teacher, consider making a donation to the La Crosse Public Education Foundation in their 
honor.  The Education Foundation supports the School District of La Crosse by awarding Classroom 
Innovation Grants for creative classroom projects; funding Random Acts of Kindness for students 
who need financial support; and supporting Teacher Excellence through staff development training.  
The foundation will send the staff member a card letting them know of your gift.  Make a gift by  
visiting the LPEF website at www.lpefonline or by calling 608-787-0226. 



 

 

Good 

Luck! 

Laptop Need a Good Cleaning? 
 
It is important to keep laptop keyboards and  
displays clean.  It is especially important during 
cold and flu season.  It’s easy and will only take a 
minute. 
 
Follow these general rules when cleaning the  
keyboard, display and outside of your computer. 
 
 Shut down and detach the power adapter. 
 Use a damp, soft, lint-free cloth to clean the 

computer’s keyboard, display and outside. 
 
       Water will damage your computer.  Do not 
 get any moisture in any openings on the key
 board. 
 
 Do not spray any type of liquid directly on 
 any part of the computer. 
 
 Do not use any aerosol sprays, solvents or 
 abrasives. 
 
 Wipe the computer dry with a soft, lint-free 

cloth after wiping it clean with a damp cloth. 
 
 

 

If you would like to have the Central Link 
mailed to your home, please contact Mrs. 
Bergemann at  608-789-3005 or  
ABergema@lacrossesd.org and we will add 
you to our mailing list. 

DECA NEWS 
 

DECA will be hosting a Virtual 
Districts Competition this year.  If 
you are interested in competing 
please contact Mrs. Hinkel at  
nhinkel@lacrossesd.org by  
December 11th so that you can get 
registered.  Video Submissions and 
Online Tests are due the first week 
in January.  Any questions, please 
reach out to Mrs. Hinkel. 



 

 



 

 

COLLEGE APPLICATIONS – TIPS & HINTS 
 
Seniors who plan to attend college should have their applications 
submitted before winter break.  Every college varies on their 
application deadline.  Check with the specific schools your student is 
interested in to find out their deadline.  Make sure to send your ACT 
scores to the college.  If you did not have your scores sent to the 
college you are currently applying to, you will need to have them sent.  
To do so, contact ACT at www.actstudent.org/scores.  In addition, be 
sure to have your transcript sent to each college.  Go to the Central 
website, under Student Services and Request Transcripts.  This will 
take you to the Parchment website which is where you will make your 
request. 
 

UPCOMING DATES FOR 2020-2021 

 
December 21 ........................ Central Scholarship Applications Available 
January 8 .............................. Deadline to Register for February 6th ACT 
January 26 ............................................. TENTATIVE—PSAT for Juniors 
February 5 ............... Central Scholarship Application Closes at 3:00 PM 
February 12 ............................. Deadline to Register for March 13th SAT 
March 1 ...............Deadline for Start College Now & Early College Credit 
March 8 ......................... Parent/Teacher Conferences:  12:00—8:00 PM 
March 10  ........................ Parent/Teacher Conferences:  4:00—8:00 PM 
March 12 .................................... Deadline to Register for April 17th ACT 
March 30 ................................................................ TENTATIVE—ASVAB 

 
 
 

FEE WAIVERS—Students who qualify for free or reduced  
lunches may receive two fee waivers for the ACT/SAT tests, all  

college applications, and up to four transcripts.  See your  
counselor if you think you may qualify. 

    
    
                                                                                             
 

TRANSCRIPT REQUESTS 
 
 
 
 
 
Seniors:  If you are still working on your college applications, remember 
that your high school transcript needs to be sent.  Please note that  
transcripts may not be processed over the winter break.  Therefore,  
transcript requests must be made by 3:30 PM on Friday, December 18th. 



 

 

 
ON THE SCHOLARSHIP TRAIL? 

 
1. Check the Scholarship Display located in the Student Services Office.  It contains applications and/or 

information for all the scholarships that have been mailed to Central.  A list will be posted on top of the 
display including the scholarship name, a brief description, and a deadline for each scholarship.  
Applications are located in the slots in the display.  New scholarship opportunities arrive frequently and 
the list is updated every two weeks. 

 
2. The above mentioned scholarships posted through the Student Services Office are also posted on the 

Student Services webpage.  Go to Central’s webpage, www.lacrosseschools.org/central.  Click on Office 
and then Student Services. 

 
3. Brainstorm lists of sources such as clubs, insurance companies, businesses, unions, churches, and other 

organizations to which you or your family are affiliated.  They might have scholarship money available for 
students; inquire directly to those organizations. 

 
4. Browse through the Scholarship Books located in the Student Services Office. 
 
5. Seniors planning to go on to any school following graduation should apply for the Central High School 

Scholarship.  The scholarship application will be available on the Student Services webpage on Monday, 
December 21st.  Applications must be submitted online by Friday, February 5, 2021 at 3:30 PM.  LATE 
APPLICATIONS ARE NOT ACCEPTED.  The CHS Scholarships include dozens of scholarships for two 
and four year schools.  The scholarships are designed for many types of students.  For example, some 
are for students with a high GPA and some are for students with a middle or low GPA.  One considers 
GPA and athletic letters earned in high school.  Some take into consideration community service 
involvement.  Some are only for students applying to programs in health related areas.  There are many 
possibilities so all students should apply! 

 
6. Check directly with the schools/colleges you are applying to.  They may have scholarships available. 
 
7. File the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA).  We encourage all students to complete the 

FAFSA even if they are not likely to receive federal funds.  Some programs/colleges may require filing the 
FAFSA before they will consider a student for other scholarships. 

 
 

Good Luck!  Please e-mail your counselor if you have questions!  We’re here to help! 
 

 

 



 

 

 
LA CROSSE PROMISE: A CATALYST FOR 
COMMUNITY VITALITY THROUGH  
EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY.  
 
La Crosse Promise is committed to improving 
access and equity in education. La Crosse  
Promise Future Centers provide high school  
students in the district with individualized  
academic and career advising resources to  
ensure they graduate ready to seize their goals. 
We empower students to go as far in education 
as they desire and to discover rewarding careers. 
Future Centers are located in both Central and 
Logan High Schools and are  available for  
outreach and virtual sessions.  
 
Please reach out to Hayley Moe, Future Center 
Advisor at Central High School at  
hmoe@lacrossepromise.org or (608) 789-2054.  
 
In addition, La Crosse Promise operates an 
innovative neighborhood program that ties the 
revitalization of challenged areas with  
educational opportunities. You can find out more 
about both programs at 
www.lacrossepromise.org.  
 
 
Hayley Moe, MSW  
Future Center Advisor  
La Crosse Promise  
(608) 789-2054  
PGP's: she/her/hers  
hmoe@lacrossepromise.org  
www.lacrossepromise.org  
 
Future Center Advisors remain available via 
email, googlechat, and meet during COVID-
19. We are here to help!  
 
Text @laxpromise to the number 81010 to 
be connected with the Future Center  
Advisors.  

 

 

Future Center Advisor Hayley Moe is available 
for your post-high school planning needs and 
Questions. Get help with college applications 
and essays, financial aid/FAFSA, scholarships, 
and career exploration. Email is the most  
efficient way to reach her. Contact 
hmoe@lacrossepromise.org to set up an  
appointment. 
 
In addition, Future Center Advisors created  
virtual video resources for students and 
parents/guardians to access at any time. Topics 
covered include the college application process, 
scholarships, FAFSA and financial aid, Military 
options, career exploration/Xello, and more. If 
there is a topic you would like us to cover, 
don’t hesitate to reach out (at the email 
above). 
 
Finally, we want to call attention to our  
Financial Aid Resources and Scholarships page. 
Students in all grades should look at this  
resource to become familiar with the different 
financial opportunities available to them in 
preparation for paying for higher education. 



 

 



 

 


