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La Crosse Public Education Foundation  
La Crosse Public Education Foundation (LPEF) Executive 
Director David Stoeffler provided an update. Earlier this month, 
the first round of grants was distributed, and the grant award 
luncheon is set for January 16. Superintendent Nelson will 
make a presentation on equity. The cost is $25 per ticket and all 
are welcome to attend. The Thank Your Teacher program 
provides donations to LPEF in honor of a teacher. 
Superintendent Nelson noted students may also honor those 
teachers who have passed away; i.e., Dr. Christopher Werner, 
former band instructor at Central High School.  
 
District/School Report Cards 
Director of Curriculum, Instruction and Assessment, Mike 
Lichucki discussed the current district/school report cards 
issued by the state. The La Crosse school district received the 
rating “Meets Few Expectations.” Various schools within our 
district received higher ratings, such as Lincoln (Meets 
Expectations) and State Road and Emerson (Exceeds 
Expectations.) 
 
The scores are weighted based on a number of factors including 
Student Acheivement (32%), Student Growth (68%), Closing 
Gaps, and On-track and Postsecondary Readiness. The student 
growth factor was given more weight to try and equalize the 
playing field for schools and districts with higher free and 
reduced lunch populations. However, this formula ended up 



having the opposite effect. Because three different tests have 
been used by the state in the last three years (WKCE – 2014 
and earlier, Badger - 2015, and WI Forward - 2016), there have 
not been any apples to apples comparisons for growth. And 
because student scores were higher statewide on the Badger 
exam, many districts received lower scores on the Student 
Growth factor, especially those districts with larger free and 
reduced lunch populations whose ratings are more skewed by 
the growth factor. Specifically, 33 out of the 34 districts that 
received a rating of “Meets Few Expectations” or lower had a 
greater than 35% free and reduced lunch population. The La 
Crosse school district will do better in the future if the same 
test is used in consecutive years to get an accurate 
measurement of student growth. The DPI is working to adjust 
the weights given to different factors as well to even the 
playing field for all districts. District and school report cards can 
be found on the Department of Public Instruction’s website. 
 
The district’s internal learning assessments, such as the STAR 
Assessment, shows that district students are performing well 
and making improvements in growth. However, the district is 
working to close gaps for underprivileged students by building 
relationships, addressing challenges they face outside of school, 
and working to engage those students in the classroom. 
 
One-to-One Update 
Director of Information Technology Vicki Lyons provided an 
updated report on the one-to-one program. She explained the 
goal five years ago was for all students to have the same access 



to information and technology. The district utilizes many 
different programs depending on the purpose of their 
assignments/projects; i.e., Microsoft, Apple, Google, CAC, etc. 
The knowledge base is a staff portal that provides resources for 
our staff. Our student bridge provides resources for students. 
Self-service applications are available to students. New this 
year for high school students were the MacBook Airs. The 
students are balancing the use of technology. Discussion 
centered on how much time is allotted to use these devices in 
classrooms and whether students may take the devices home 
to complete their homework. The district wants to use 
technology to enhance student learning, not take over the role 
of the teacher. 
 


