
DWP Report – November 15th, 2016 
 
School Security – District Safety Coordinator/Buildings and Grounds Manager – 
Jason Showen 
 
Superintendent Randy Nelson recapped the recent clown threat at Central High 
School. There was an online threat regarding a clown entering the school with a 
gun in the afternoon. The assessment team was unable to establish the source of 
the threat so school was dismissed and homecoming activities were cancelled for 
the day. A concern was raised that phone lines were overwhelmed that day, and 
parents were unable to contact the school. Mr. Showen acknowledged that this 
was a problem, and that they are considering setting up a phone bank in the 
future in similar situations. 
 
Mr. Showen outlined the district’s response plans to safety threats: lockdown, 
hold and secure, shelter in place, and room clear. 
 

1. Lockdown – major life threatening act of violence occurring inside the 
school, on school grounds, or immediately adjacent to school.  

2. Hold and Secure – Potential threat in the vicinity of the school; inside 
activities continue as normal, outside activities cancelled, and exterior 
doors are locked. People can enter and exit only through the main 
entrance which is monitored by an administrator. 

3. Shelter in Place – An environmental, technological, or weather related 
situation, where it is necessary to keep all occupants within the school 
for their safety. 

4. Room Clear – an isolated incident that necessitates the evacuation of 
students from the room to prevent an escalation, protect the safety of 
students, or clear traffic for first responders for a medical emergency. 

 
Command/communication centers for emergencies are normally located off-site 
from the emergency. 
 
There are currently 327 security cameras in place thoughout the district, which 
were purchased through money from the 2008 referendum. Half of the cameras 
are located in the high schools and middle schools. The cameras are web-enabled 
and emergency agencies can access them. Audio can be activated in an 



emergency, and some cameras have speakers. They are not monitored by 
personnel constantly, but video tape is saved for 10 days. 
 
Central’s secure entrance will be finished this year, and then Longfellow will be 
the last building in the district to get a secure entrance next year. 
 
Equity – Superintendent Randy Nelson and Associate Superintendent Troy 
Harcey 
 
Superintendent Nelson noted that the DPI will release state report cards this 
Thursday. The La Crosse School District is doing better than the state average at 
closing achievement gaps for minorities and economically disadvantaged 
students, but needs to improve the proficiency level of all sub-groups of students. 
The district’s equity goal is to customize education for each student, rather than 
just teach to the test or design education for the average student. It is difficult to 
rate a school’s performance when there have been 3 different tests in 3 years. 
 
Superintendent Update  
 

The district had looked into the possibility of turning Lincoln Middle School into a 
charter school hub and possibly a year-round school starting with incoming 6th 
graders next year. The cost estimate for this proposal was too expensive – greater 
than 5 million dollars. Rather than housing all charters at Lincoln, the district is 
going to just try and find a new location for Coulee Montessori to alleviate 
overcrowding at Northside Elementary. 
 
The district may plan to build a new school on Hogan’s property after the school 
bonds are paid up in 2022. When the loans are paid off, the district would 
hopefully have enough money to build a new school without raising the tax levy.  
The tax levy for this year is $800,000 less than last year so people will see a 
decrease in the school district portion of their property taxes. 
 
Although some politicians may mention that state aid to schools has gone up in 
recent years, the reality is that school districts actually receive NO increase in 
funding. Because of the revenue limit imposed on school districts by the state, 
any time state aid to education increases, property taxes in each district decrease 
porportionately, in order not to exceed the revenue limit. As a result, school 
districts receive NO extra money. 



 
The state’s voucher limit for the La Crosse School district is 66 students. Fifty-nine 
students in the La Crosse boundary area took advantage of using tax payer money 
to attend a private school last year, while only 37 used vouchers this year. 
However, despite the decrease in the number of students using vouchers, more 
public school funds were siphoned away to private schools because the state 
increased the amount of money each voucher student received. 
 
A concern was raised about the district allowing students in Logan’s boundary 
area to attend Central High School without the previous one-year waiting period. 
This is the first year of a 2-year trial run opening up the boundary areas between 
Central and Logan. In total, 49 students opted into Central and 40 opted into 
Logan from the other boundary area. In total there were only 9 more students 
that chose to switch to Central. The more concerning statistic was that 45 
students from the Logan High School boundary area left to attend a school 
outside of the district. The district is looking into the reasons why those families 
chose to leave Logan. 
 
 


