
Will my exchange student have school work to 
complete while visiting? 
Your exchange student will have homework to complete 
while here.  Plan to set aside time each day for 
homework, just as you would for our own student.   

Are they allowed to attend school sponsored 
events? 
They are allowed to attend all school sponsored events, 
such as field trips, dances and athletic events at the 
school in which their host student attends.   

What is their school life like back in Luoyang?   
The exchange students attend Luoyang #2 Foreign 
Language School along with 2,500 other students.  It is 
a boarding school, and students arrive on campus by 5 
pm on Sunday evening and return home at 5 pm on 
Friday night.  Their school day begins at 6:30 am with 
morning exercise and breakfast, and it ends at 9:30 pm 
after their night classes.  They do have a mandatory two 
hour rest period after lunch and an hour break at 
dinnertime. Some students live locally while others live up 
to two hours from campus.   

What responsibilities will my child have as a host 
student? 
On the days the Chinese student will be at school, he/she 
will be following your child’s schedule.  On the other days, 
your child will be responsible for getting them to the 
designated pick-up location, usually the main office, and 
meeting them upon their return to school. 

What financial responsibility do we have? 
Students will come with enough money to buy their own 
souvenirs, tickets to the movie theater, meals when eating 
out, etc. Some host families expect students to pay their 
way while others are comfortable covering the costs.  It’s 
best to clarify who will be paying for an activity prior to 
committing to it to avoid any uncomfortable situations.    

What if my family is busy in the evenings? 
The exchange students are here to become immersed in 
American family life for two weeks.  If your student is 
involved in a sport, music, church group, etc., invite your 
exchange student to come along.  Their days are filled 
with nothing but school, so any co-curricular activity is 
novel to them.  

How will they communicate with their families back 
home? 
Students will come with their own electronics, and most 
will have a QQ account.  This online account, a 
combination of our Facebook and Skype, will allow them 
to  communicate with family and friends while they are 
here free of charge.  

What will they do during the school day? 
Some days, the students will come to school and shadow 
your student throughout the day while other days they will 
come to school and meet the other Chinese students to 
go on community field trips.  You will provide 
transportation to and from school daily.  If your student 
rides the school bus, the exchange student can also ride 
the bus. 
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
What are the benefits of hosting an international 
student? 
For some families, hosting an exchange student 
adds an exciting new dynamic to their family 
life, others love the new perspectives that 
students infuse into their homes and 
communities. No matter your motivation, you 
can be sure you are making a difference in our 
world through your hosting experience. 

As a Chinese host family you will: 
•  Be introduced to a new culture and language 
•  Experience the joys of having a new family 

member to love 
•  Practice hospitality and generosity 
•  Support diversity and cross-cultural 

understanding in your own home 
•  Increase cultural awareness among your 

community 
•  Create an international friendship that lasts a 

lifetime 

Will the exchange students speak any English? 
The majority of the Chinese students have taken English 
classes since 2nd grade, although they have limited 
experience talking with native speakers.  As part of the 
application process, all students must pass a written 
English exam as well as partake in an oral interview.  
Only the top performers in both categories are chosen to 
come to La Crosse. 

What kinds of foods do I need to prepare? 
The Chinese students are here to experience American 
culture and want to try new foods.  Take your exchange 
student with you to the grocery store.  Have them pack 
fruits and snacks for the school day.  We have found our 
American Chinese food is quite different than authentic 
Chinese foods; allow him/her to cook a meal for your 
family rather than taking them out for Chinese. 

What are the housing requirements? 
Ideally, it would be nice to have a separate bedroom for 
the host student, but it is not necessary.  Almost all 
students live in apartments, so they are used to smaller 
living spaces.  During the school year, the students live 
on campus during the week, sharing a room with five 
other students and sleeping in bunk beds.  Modest 
accommodations are completely acceptable. 

Are there any required events we have to attend as  
a host family? 
There will be a Welcome Banquet dinner for all exchange 
students and their host families, hosted by the School District of 
La Crosse and the La Crosse Luoyang Friendship Association.  
The La Crosse Chinese community also organizes a Chinese 
New Year celebration the exchange students like to attend.  
Some families choose to organize small group activities on the 
weekends, such as movie night, sledding, a day trip to the Mall 
of America, etc. Others choose to plan individual weekend trips 
to visit extended family, go ice skating or visit a Wisconsin Dells 
water park. Don’t feel pressured to plan big events; quality 
family time, no matter the location, is most valued.  

What if I have discipline problems with my host 
student?  Who do I contact? 
Luoyang Foreign Language School #2 sends teacher 
chaperones who will handle any issues that may arise.  
You can also contact Samantha Parkhurst at any time 
during the exchange with questions or concerns. 

What do I do if my student gets sick or has a health 
concern? 
All exchange students will provide a current physical, 
including updated vaccinations.  Allergies/medication 
information will be shared prior to students’ arrival.  They 
will also provide documentation of health insurance.  If 
need be, exchange students can doctor at Gundersen 
Lutheran or Mayo Health Systems.   

“We have opened our home to a Chinese 
exchange student four times and have found it 
so rewarding.  Participating requires so little; 

only to open your home and your heart.  These 
students visit for such a short period of time but 
create memories that will last a lifetime for the 

entire family.” 
-Chris McArdle Rojo



WE ARE INTERESTED!! 
SIGN US UP!! 

Name: ________________________________ 

Address: ______________________________ 

Phone Number: _________________________ 

Parent Email: ___________________________ 

Your Student’s Name: _____________________ 

Gender: ___________ Age: ______________  

School Attending: ________________________ 

We would like to host:  _______Boy    _______Girl 

Any questions??  Please contact Samantha 
Parkhurst at 608.789.7740, ext. 5844 or 

email her at sparkhur@lacrossesd.org.  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