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Dear Parents/Guardians and Eighth Grade Students: 

Welcome to another school year at Lincoln Middle.  In an effort to 
efficiently acquaint you with important information for the school 
year, we have compiled this booklet of information. 

This booklet includes eighth grade expectations, needed supplies, and 
basic information regarding the core classes:  history, reading & 
writing, science, and math. 

Please feel free to contact any one of us with questions, comments, or 
concerns at any time during the school year. 

We look forward to sharing in your eighth grade student’s success 
during this school year at Lincoln Middle. 

Sincerely, 

Team 8 Core Teachers 
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Teacher Contact Information 

Math: 

 Ty Washington  he/him/his 

 (608) 789-7780; between 2:00 p.m. and 2:45 p.m. 

 twashing@lacrossesd.org 

Science: 

 Mandi Hundt  she/her/hers 

 (608) 789-7780; between 2:00 p.m. and 2:45 p.m. 

 mhundt@lacrossesd.org 

History: 

 Brian Olson, Eighth Grade Team Leader  he/him/his 

 (608) 789-7780; between 2:00 p.m. and 2:45 p.m. 

 bolson@lacrossesd.org 

Reading and Writing: 

 Paula Johnson  she/her/hers 

 (608) 789-7780; between 2:00 p.m. and 2:45 p.m. 

 pjohnson@lacrossesd.org 

  

Special Education: 

 Abbigal Strait  she/her/hers 

 (608) 789-7780 

 astrait@lacrossesd.org 
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Supply List 

General Supplies—All Classes 
! 10 blue/black pens (NOT GEL PENS!!) 

! 2 highlighters 

! 24 pencils 

! 1 box of colored pencils 

! 2 boxes of tissue (give to 1st hour teacher the first week of school) 

! 2 large glue sticks 

! 2 packages of lined 3 x 5 note cards (100 ct.) 

! 1 package white copy paper 

! 1 set of ear buds 

Math 8 
! 1 green spiral notebook (wide) 

! 1 green two-pocket folder 

! 1 pad graph paper (¼ in. or ½ cm) 

! 1 inexpensive calculator (Dollar Store) 

Algebra 1 
! 1 three-ring binder (1”) 

! 1 pack binder dividers 

! 1 pad graph paper (¼ in. or ½ cm) 

! 4 AAA batteries 

! 1 inexpensive calculator (Dollar Store) 

! 1 graphing calculator (optional) 

Science 
! 1 three-ring binder (1”) 

! 1 pack binder dividers 

History 
! 1 red spiral notebook (wide) 

! 1 red two-pocket folder 

Reading and Writing 
! 1 blue two-pocket folder 

! 1 pack loose leaf paper 

! 1 package of Post-it notes (one 3 x 3 multi-pack) 

Any donations of school supplies would be welcome for those students who would be unable to get 
their own materials (notebooks, pencils, pens, folders, etc.).  If you are interested in donating, you 

can bring them to any 8th grade core teacher at any time.  Thank you for your consideration. 
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8th Grade Daily Schedule 

7:25    First Bell: Students may go to their lockers 

7:35    School Start Bell: Classes begin 

 Period       Length of Class 

 1st Hour   7:35 - 7:57 

 2nd Hour   8:00 - 8:57 

 3rd Hour   9:00 - 9:42 

 4th Hour   9:45 - 10:42 

 5th Hour (lunch)  10:45 - 11:12 

 6th Hour   11:15 - 11:57      

 7th Hour   12:00 - 12:57 

 8th Hour   1:00 - 1:57 

 9th Hour   2:00 - 2:45 

2:45   End of the School Day: Students are dismissed 

Middle School Cell Phone Guidelines 

1. Cell phones MUST be put away (in backpacks or lockers) during class time. 
2. If a student uses their cell phone during class time, teachers will ask the student to put away the 

cell phone. 
3. If the student takes out the phone again, the teacher will take the phone for the remainder of the 

hour. 
4. If a student refuses to turn over their cell phone or argues about the guidelines, the teacher will 

call the office and the Administrative Assistant will radio administration to come and take the 
phone for the REMAINDER of the day.  

5. If administration has to come to the classroom to take a phone, they will contact home and 
problem solve with families. 

6. Cell phones may be used outside of class times in an appropriate manner. If a student uses cell 
phones inappropriately, administration will work with the student and family to problem solve. 

iPads 

Each eighth grade student will be responsible for the school iPad he/she has 

been assigned.  More comprehensive rules and expectations for iPad care 

and use will be shared when your student receives a School District of La 

Crosse-issued iPad. 
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Reading and Writing 

Course Description:  Through eighth grade language arts, students are taught 

how to write, read, research, and think well.  The hands-on approach of writing 

workshop is used to emphasize the importance of continual practice in writing.  

Students learn to analyze literary elements through reading of high quality 

literature.  Students are also taught formal oral language skills. 

The classes will include the following: 
!Focus on learning to write at an analytical level 
!Focus on four pillars of language arts: reading, writing, speaking, listening

—all with a critical eye and ear 
!Grammar taught both holistically and traditionally 
!Formal individual speaking taught and practiced 

GENERAL OBJECTIVE:  You will learn the elements of certain literary 

genres (short stories, essays, drama, poems, etc.) and how to apply them to 

your own written works, using proper grammar and mechanics.  You will 

employ reading, writing, listening, and speaking skills in order to 

communicate effectively. 

To reach these goals, you will: 
! Apply the steps of the writing process, as well as the elements of a 

particular genre, to your own writing 
! Give and receive constructive criticism in the process of self-evaluation 
! Write clear, coherent and comprehensible sentences and paragraphs 
! Identify grammatical errors and problems 
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Math 

Course Description:  Topics include:  The Number System, Expressions and 

Equations, Functions, Geometry, Statistics and Probability.  This course 

prepares students for Algebra and upper level high school math courses.  Some 

students take Algebra I based upon seventh grade teacher recommendations 

and test scores. 

Parent/Student Access 

With regard to all classes, not just math, each student is expected to use 

Skyward Student Access and Canvas to keep track of his or her current class 

grades and assignments.  Please praise your child’s successes and encourage 

him or her to stay current with assignments. 

Extra Help 

Your child’s teacher will do everything in his/her power to help your child 

succeed.  Please encourage your child to see the teacher if he/she has a 

question. 
! Students may get help during class 
! Students may set up a time to get assistance after school 
! Students may attend Homework Club after school 
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Earth Science 

Course Description:  Earth science is the study of Earth, its matter, features, 

processes, and places in the universe.  The course covers the following topics:  

geology, astronomy, meteorology, oceanography, and hydrology.  Students are 

also exposed to environmental issues and concerns. 

During the course of the school year, we will be studying the following major 

units related to Earth Science.  Here is a brief explanation about each one: 
! Foundations of Earth Science (scientific method, lab safety) 
! Geology (rocks and minerals, rock cycle, glaciers, caves) 
! Earth’s Internal Processes (Earth’s internal structure, plate tectonics, 

earthquakes, volcanoes) 
! Geologic Time (fossils, extinction theories, dating methods, earth history) 
! Astronomy (the moon, Earth’s seasons, stars and galaxies) 
! Hydrology (water cycle, underground water systems, watersheds, water 

quality, river and lake issues) 
! Meteorology (Earth’s atmosphere, air pressure, weather conditions and 

mapping, climate zones) 
! Oceanography (ocean locations, water circulation, ocean floor features, 

life in the ocean) 

Throughout the study of each of these topics, there will be a focus on the 

environment since it is important for eighth grade students to possess the 

knowledge of and appreciation for our planet.  Science-related current events 

will be discussed everyday so your eighth grade student will be an informed 

citizen. 
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U.S. History 

Course Description:  U. S. History covers the periods of early exploration to 

the Civil War, with the emphasis on the early time periods.  Today’s society is 

studied through the learning of diversity and appreciation of differences. 

During eighth grade U. S. History, emphasis will be placed on the following 

areas:  First Nations People (Native Americans), Exploration and Discovery, 

English Colonization, the American Revolution, the Declaration of 

Independence, the U. S. Constitution & American Democracy, Expansion of 

the United States, and the Civil War. 

Course goals: 

! Development of student responsibility and work habits 
! Promotion of the ability to problem solve and critically think 
! Learning of the basics of U. S. History 
! Incorporate current events into the learning of history 

Reading 

There will be an emphasis on reading a variety of primary and secondary 

sources related to the studied content.  Texts of various levels will be 

provided for students of all ability levels to read and comprehend. 

50 States 

Each student will be responsible for passing the 50 states test during the first 

semester, as well as knowing all the state capitals during the second semester. 

Involvement in a variety of activities will occur throughout the school year, and the 

students will be learning information through many different avenues.  Various 

teaching styles will be utilized including hands-on activities, field trips, guest 

speakers, lectures, group activities, differentiated instruction and projects, videos, 

research projects, discussions, debates, etc. 
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Eighth Grade Expectations 

ATTENDANCE 

Students must be in their seats when class is scheduled to start, or they will be 

marked tardy.  Chronic student tardiness will be referred to the office.  

Individual teachers may have additional consequences for tardiness.  It is 

very important to be present and fulfill class responsibilities every day.  In the 

event of an absence, students are required to ask his or her teachers about any 

missing work and complete it in a timely manner. 

LATE WORK 

Eighth grade teachers see homework as an important aspect of student growth 

and learning.  Therefore, all homework is expected to be turned in on time.  

Homework will be accepted for full credit only on the due date.  Eighth grade 

teachers understand that sometimes challenges arise with homework 

completion.  

HOMEWORK CLUB 

In order to assist all students with academic success, students are able to 

attend after-school homework club in the LMC to receive assistance from 

teachers. 

KEEPING TRACK OF ASSIGNMENTS 

All Lincoln students are responsible for keeping track of their daily and long-

term assignments from each class on their district-issued iPads, primarily by 

using Canvas. 

Canvas is a great place for all students to view daily activities and 

assignments regarding their core classes. 
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Field Trips 

The school administration has the following expectations regarding extra 

activities: 

 It is our intent to provide students with a variety of experiences during 

their middle school education.  In this regard, every student will have 

opportunities to participate with varied groups (athletics, music, etc.) which will 

invariably necessitate their dismissal from regularly scheduled classes.  In order 

to alleviate confusion, it is necessary that certain guidelines be established and 

adhered to by all people involved: 
! Any student being dismissed will have the responsibility of notifying 

each of his/her teachers and obtaining information on make up work.  

This must be done at least two days in advance of the dismissal date.  
! Homework is the original due date as the rest of the class regarding 

absences for school-related “pre-planned” events. 
! Teachers will give reasonable direction to the students concerning work 

to be completed or made up. 

Field trips will take place periodically throughout the school year with 

relevance to various subject areas.  It is our goal to have every student attend 

field trips and special events that take place both inside and outside of the 

school building.  However, the principal reserves the right to exclude 

individuals from such activities if they demonstrate an inability to act 

accordingly in the classroom, either academically or behaviorally. 

The eighth grade end-of-the-year field trip/event and the farewell ceremony/

dance are planned and supervised by the eighth grade core teachers and 

administration.  These events are rewards for good behavior, effort, and 

academic achievement throughout the eighth grade year.  Therefore, students 

may not be able to participate in the end-of-the-year activities as determined by 

the recommendation of administration based in part on the following 

guidelines: 
! failed classes for the year 
! numerous office referrals throughout the school year 
! numerous unexcused absences and/or tardies throughout the school year 
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Academic Grading Scale 

     A = 90-100% 

     B = 80-89% 

     C = 70-79% 

     D = 60-69% 

The upper two numbers in each letter grade are plus (+) 
The lower two numbers in each letter grade are minus (-) 

Responsibility Grading Scale 

A B Needs Improvement

Readiness: 

denotes that the 

student is ready to 

learn

The student is 

prepared for class 

with required class 

materials and 

assignments

The student is usually 

prepared for class 

with required class 

materials and 

assignments

The student needs 

improvement in being 

better prepared for 

class with required 

class materials and 

assignments

Participation: 

a measure of the 

student’s engagement

The student is 

engaged in classroom 

activities and 

discussions without 

being asked, as 

evidenced by 

listening, 

contributing, and 

asking questions

The student is usually 

engaged in classroom 

activities when asked, 

as evidenced by 

listening, 

contributing, and 

asking questions

The student needs to 

be engaged in 

classroom activities 

and discussions

Behavior: 

a measure of 

adherence to 

classroom 

expectations

The student follows 

classroom rules

The student usually 

follows classroom 

rules

The student needs to 

improve on following 

classroom rules
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School Work Expectations 

To ensure that each student is evaluated only on the basis of his/her own efforts 

and products, the following expectations have been established for work in all 

Team 8 core classes: 

School District Policy: 
! Students have the responsibility to do school work to the best of their 

ability as assigned by their teachers so that it reflects the merit of their 

own thinking, skill, and material organization. 
! Students have the responsibility of refraining from presenting school 

work as their own which is the result of cheating or plagiarism. 
! Students have the responsibility of not allowing other students to use 

their school work for purposes of cheating. 

Students must understand the great value placed on honesty, cooperation, and 

consideration and the penalties that are imposed for violations of these 

qualities.  Intellectual honesty is strongly promoted and expected.  Those who 

plagiarize or copy written assignments will not earn credit on any copied work, 

including the person who allowed his/her work to be used by others.  These 

students will also have to write a letter to their parents describing their actions.  

The school principal will also be made aware of the situation.  If cheating 

becomes a chronic problem, the student(s) may encounter school detention 

and/or suspension. 

In the few instances when students are not honest, they will be given an extra 

writing assignment focusing on the topic of honesty and will need to further 

research the content within the subject area that was copied or plagiarized.  

This writing assignment will be completed under the supervision of the core 

teacher, who witnessed the dishonesty, outside of regular class time. 
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Eighth Grade Core Academic Orientation Guide  

Signature Form 

In order to access the Orientation Guide, go to: 
1.  lacrosseschools.org 
2. Lincoln Middle School 
3. School Documents 
4. “Eighth Grade Orientation Guide” 

Please RETURN only this page and return it to Mr. Olson (Room 203) by Friday, 

September 9, 2022. 

I have read and understand the all of the information within this orientation guide and was 

particularly careful to read the School Work Expectations and Eighth Grade Expectations 

set forth by the Team 8 core teachers.  I realize the consequences for purposeful academic 

dishonesty imposed by the School Work Expectations. 

_______________________ (CLEARLY PRINT Student’s Name) 

_______________________ (Student’s Signature)      ________ (Date) 

My eighth grade student has shared this orientation guide with me, and I have read the 

information contained within it, particularly the School Work Expectations and the Eighth 

Grade Expectations set forth by the Team 8 core teachers. 

_______________________ (Parent’s/Guardian’s Signature) ________ (Date) 

Comments/Questions:  ______________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 
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