
 

 

La Crosse Design 

Institute 
 

 

 
 

 

Design Your Education 
 

 

A public charter school of the School District of La Crosse 

 

 

 
 

LDI Supplemental Handbook 
 

 



 2 

 

La Crosse Design Institute (LDI) – A Different Frame of Mind 
 

The intent of this supplemental handbook is to provide families with an overview of who and what 

La Crosse Design Institute is about.  Additionally, we have enclosed an abbreviated calendar of 

important dates specific to our school. Please refer to the Longfellow handbook for day-to-day 

information along with school and district policies. 

 

Welcome to La Crosse Design Institute! It is here that your student will realize project-based 

learning with our mission statement of Design Your Education. We are excited to begin our year 

with a dynamic team dedicated to personalizing the learning of your child while maintaining high 

academic and behavioral standards. 

 

As we venture into the sixth year of our school, we are often asked about the viability of our 

learning. Is what our children “doing” really match up to the learning in the legend or LDI’s sister 

schools? How do we know that our children are getting a quality education if it does not look like 

what we as parents received as an education? What do I do if my child does not bring home any 

work? Does this mean they are not learning? What are the hallmarks of learning at LDI? What 

will happen to my child when they are in high school and beyond? 

 

In order to answer some of these questions and to really get at the heart of what these questions 

are asking, we spent many hours in dialogue discussing what LDI stands for and how students 

and parents navigate our school.  

 

La Crosse Design Institute (LDI) is an advisor facilitated project based charter school. What this 

means is that students, in conjunction with their advisors, propose projects based on district 

curriculum in a manner that allows for a personalized learning format. For example, at LDI 

students work with their advisors to come up with projects that meet district level curriculum 

criteria based on their learning interests and their best learning styles. One student could be 

working on a designing a solar-powered home (using math and science) while another could be 

working writing a short story about the Civil War (English and Social Studies). What this does is 

engage students in their learning as it is personalized to meet their individual needs. 

 

All students will be using Project Foundry (PF).  PF is a software program designed to track 

projects, number of hours, progress and so forth. Parents have access to this program so they can 

see for themselves their child’s progress.  Both advisors and students will propose projects via the 

use of Project Foundry (PF).   

 

Website:  http://ldi.projectfoundry.org/  

 

Grade Level of Independence What this means? 

6 Students in 6
th
 grade are 

going to be in Ms. 

McHugh’s advisory in 

the blue room  

Sixth grade students will focus on the process of project-

based learning. What this will do is to really aid them in 

understanding what their school means, how it works and 

what it means for them as a learner. Students move from 

advisor-guided projects to student-led projects.  

7 Students in 7
th
 grade are 

divided between Mr. 

Zimmerman’s advisory 

and Ms. Weber’s 

advisory 

Seventh grade students begin with some advisor-guided 

projects and move toward completely student-guided 

projects.  Seventh grade students focus on creating high-

yield projects, weaving together at least three of the four 

core disciplines of Science, Social Studies, English and 

http://ldi.projectfoundry.org/
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Grade Level of Independence What this means? 

Mathematics. 

8 Students in 8
th
 grade are 

divided between Mr. 

Zimmerman’s advisory 

and Ms. Weber’s 

advisory 

Students in 8
th
 grade (if they are not new to the school) are 

ready to continue their learning via authentic projects, 

inquiry questions and higher order thinking skills.  This 

does not mean that students are left to their own devices 

but rather are guided by their advisors on a weekly basis 

as to their progress.  Eighth grade students focus on high-

yield projects weaving together all four core disciplines of 

Science, Social Studies, English and Mathematics. 

 

What Does Design Institute Really Mean? 

The La Crosse Design Institute mission statement is “design your education.” The two 

cornerstones to our school are personally designed learning plans (PDLP) and the extensive 

development of Life Skills.  

 

At LDI, we value personalized learning that is project-based, authentic, and community centered. 

We believe that learning in this manner really drives student interest and life-long joy for 

learning.  

 

The schematic of our school really depicts what we believe in terms of great learning. We really 

value the PROCESS of your child’s learning as well as the product or what they produce as a 

final statement of their learning.  
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Essential Components of Project-Based Learning 

 

CULTURE 

 Multi-aged advisories 

 Strong relationships between families, 

students, and advisors 

 Long-term, looping 

 Connections outside of school 

 Use of experts within the community 

 Community volunteers in the school 

 Service-learning 

 University pre-service educators 

 Dynamic, positive atmosphere 

 Time and space for independent work 

 Culture breeds purposefulness, respect, 

and desire for success 

STUDENT ROLE 

 Generate personally designed learning 

plan (PDLP) 

 Develop short and long term goals 

 Utilize strengths to develop 

weaknesses 

 Practices curiosity and exploration 

 Empowered by voice and choice 

 Advocates for his or her learning 

 Earns trust and respect of advisors and 

peers 

 Effectively communicates ideas and 

concerns 

 Is accountable, proactive, reflective 

 Practices respect of self and others 

 

FAMILY ROLE 

 Practices curiosity with child 

 Engages child in conversation about 

education 

 Communicates needs with advisors & 

child 

 Attends events for school like 

showcases, conferences, portfolio 

presentation, parent meetings 

 Strives to learn more about project-

based learning 

 Understands and advocates for school 

goals 

 Question child about progress toward 

project goals and deadlines 

 

ADVISOR ROLE 

 Collaborative, self-governing staff; 

shares in administrative duties 

 Evaluates and improves practice/school 

 Functions as generalist; guides 

personal learning plans; facilitates 

mastery; models responsibility, self-

reflection, and life-long learning 

 Approaches students holistically; 

nurtures supportive relationships; seeks 

creative and authentic innovation 

 Works cohesively with families 

 

 

ACADEMIC PROCESS 

 How is more important than what 

 Authentic learning—process over product 

 Assessment—performance rubric, continuous improvement, self-assessment 

 Life Skills—community-builder, problem-solver, innovator, communicator, collaborator, 

self-reflector, goal-setter  
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A Look Inside A Day at LDI 

 

7:15-7:25—School begins at 7:35 a.m.  The first bell rings at 7:25 and the second bell rings at 

7:35. Please drop your child off at the Redfield entrance. For safety reasons, we are not able to 

admit anyone through the LDI doors on Denton Street.  Also, if a student comes to school 

after school has started, he or she will need to access our school via the main entrance using the 

door alert system and report directly to the office.  

 

DAILY SCHEDULE 

 7:25-7:35—Social and get ready time.  School announcements begin at 7:35. 

 

 7:35-8:15—Advisory. Students meet in advisory every day to participate in community-

building activities, daily discussions, and daily goal setting. 

 

 8:15-9:45—2
nd

 and 3
rd

 period—Electives.  Students choose options within Longfellow.   

 

 9:45-10:00—Snack and bathroom break.  Students are encouraged to use this time to 

fuel up with a healthy snack (that they bring), fill up water bottles (must be clear), and go 

to the bathroom.     

 

 10:00-11:00—STEM or Humanities Seminar.  Advisors will conduct inquiry-based 

seminars, assisting students to deeper content understanding appropriate for their grade 

level.  Students will be with their grade-level peers as they rotate between Ms. Weber 

(STEM), Mr. Zimmerman (Humanities), and Ms. McHugh (STEM/Humanities).  

Seminars run Monday-Thursday.   

 

 11:00-12:00— STEM or Humanities Seminar.  Students will have both a STEM and a 

Humanities seminar each day.  They will rotate times and advisors every four weeks.   

 

 12:00-12:30—LUNCH—All LDI students are dismissed to go to lunch at the same time. 

 

 12:30-1:30—Project Block.  Students work on their independent projects during this 

time period.  Students will be given benchmarks and due dates at the beginning of each 

new project cycle, concluding with Showcase.   

 

 1:30-2:15—TenMarks: Students will work in an online math program called TenMarks.   

 

 2:15-2:45—Flex Block:  Various options will occur during Flex block including 

Sustained Silent Reading (SSR), Foreign Languages, Animation class, etc… 

 

 2:45—Dismissal and Pick Up—You may pick up your child at 2:45 p.m.  They may exit 

through the LDI doors on Denton Street at this time, or you may arrange for another door.   

 
*For attendance and tardiness policy, please refer to the Longfellow Handbook.  If you are calling to 

report an absence, call the Longfellow/LDI main office at 789-7670 by 8:00 a.m.  If your child has an 

appointment, please send a note with your child to give to the office—not to your child’s advisor.  Students 

must have a pass from the office to leave the building.  When they return from the appointment, they must 

report back to the office for another pass.  
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To Ensure LDI Students Stay on Track with Their Learning 

It is with the best intentions that each of us engages in many activities during the day and our 

lives. With all of these good intentions, there are still failures. This is not unlike our students and 

the tracking of their own learning. In order to combat this, we have instituted several processes 

that we believe will be of help to our students. 

1. Google Calendar:  Students will subscribe to the LDI calendar found on their iPads.  

This calendar will reflect due dates, field studies, and other important events held at LDI.  

Students can also add tasks to their own personal calendar.  (Due to School District 

policies, the LDI calendar can only be shared to students.) 

2. Project Checklist:  During each of the three student-led projects, students will receive a 

checklist of due dates for each of the phases of the project process.  These due dates will 

be reflected in the Google Calendar as previously mentioned.  A hard-copy and electronic 

copy will be sent/emailed home to parents.   

3. Project Foundry:  Each student will track his/her learning via Project Foundry. Families 

will have access to this as well. It is highly encouraged that the parent accesses this 

software program on a weekly basis.   

4. Take Home Tuesday:  Advisors send a hard-copy and electronic-copy of a bi-weekly 

letter.  In the letter are due dates and information regarding the seminars students are 

currently working on.   

 

Accountability for Learning via Projects 

After each project has been proposed, accepted, and completed, students defend their learning to 

their advisor, their learning group, a community showcase, or community members at large. 

Students will also reflect on their learning and how it aligns to the proposed learning targets.  

 

Communication with Parents 

We realize that as parents, it is extremely important that you have ongoing knowledge of your 

student’s personalized learning plan. As stated above, we strongly encourage you to obtain 

training on LDI systems such as Google Calendar, Project Foundry, and TenMarks, and to sit 

down with your student on a weekly basis to go over his/her learning targets.   

 

In addition, please feel free to contact advisors: 

 Via email and/or phone  

 Bi-weekly update via email to all parents- “Take Home Tuesday”.  We will send printed 

letters home for those parents who do not have regular access to email.   

 Monthly Parent Meetings at Java Vino 

 Student-Led Conferences (October and March) 

 Community Showcases 

 

LDI Connect: Parent/Guardian Meetings 

LDI advisors and parents need to continue to be connected!  Please consider attending one or all 

of our parent meetings.  Meetings are held at Java Vino (corner of State Rd and Losey Blvd) from 

5:00 - 6:00 p.m. the first Monday of each month (except January and March).  Please note that 

there will not be a meeting if school has been cancelled or if there is a scheduled day off.   

 

First Monday of the month: 5:00-6:00 at Java Vino 

 October 3, 2016  February 6, 2017 

 November 7, 2016  April 3, 2017 

 December 5, 2016  May 1, 2017 
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Commitment to Excellent Agreement 

 

As a parent of an LDI student, it is really important to understand what we are undertaking in 

terms of excellence and a commitment to learning. The following speaks to our commitment to 

learning: 

 

La Crosse Design Institute Commitment to Excellence Agreement 

As an LDI advisor, I agree to: 

 Keep responsible records including evaluations, assessments, and attendance 

 Assist in the student’s understanding of LDI and ensure he or she is moving 

toward grade completion  

 Keep parents informed of progress or concerns 

 Help ensure a safe and successful learning environment  

 Implement the “Non-Project Producing Student Process” when necessary 

 

As an LDI student, I agree to:   

 Attend school on a regular basis 

 Inform my advisor and office staff when I leave the building during normal 

school hours 

 Attend the required seminars ready to learn 

 Present at Showcase nights~ MANDATORY (see dates at end of handbook) 

 Ask for help when I do not understand 

 Maintain the school furniture, equipment, learning spaces, and supplies 

 Design and present my personal learning plan conference in the fall and the 

portfolio conference in the spring  

 Work during the project block times 

 Support my fellow classmates  

 Adhere to the Level System for earning academic and non-academic privileges 

 Understand consequences of the “Non-Project Producing Student Process” 

 

As a parent/guardian of an LDI student, I/we agree to: 

 Take an active role in planning and monitoring my child’s education program 

 Attend the student-led personal learning plan conference in the fall and the 

student-led portfolio conference in the spring 

 Attend the Community Showcase events whenever possible 

 Communicate with my child’s advisor needs of my family and child 

 Understand consequences of the  “Non-Project Producing Student Process” 

 Ensure that my child follows the attendance guidelines of the district 

 

 

*******Parent and Student Commitment to Excellence********** 

As a parent of an LDI student, I agree to accept all of the rights and responsibilities of the LDI 

Community. If for any reason, I believe that my child is no longer a fit for this school, I 

understand that the only time my child will be able to change schools is at the end of a semester. 

 I also understand that if my child was to leave LDI during the school year, he/she must 

attend his/her attendance area school. 

 

 



 8 

 

Non-Project Producing Student Process 

 

Students not making adequate academic progress may be subject to the following interventions: 

 

Step One:  Student is not turning in projects or is not going through the project process as 

designated by LDI. 

 LDI advisor and student meet to create a verbal and written plan 

 Student is informed of the three-step intervention process 

 All parties collectively brainstorm solutions 

 Agreement plan form filled out and emailed/ hard-copy sent home 

 

Step Two:  Student continues not to turn in projects or is not going through the project 

process as designated by LDI even after level one intervention. 

 LDI advisors, student, and parents/guardians meet to create a written plan 

 All parties collectively brainstorm solutions 

 Agreement Plan Form filled out 

 

Step Three:  Student continues not to turn in projects or is not going through the project 

process as designated by LDI even after levels one and two interventions. 

 Advisor, student, parents/guardian and administration meet for final intervention ideas. 

 All parties brainstorm ideas 

 Final written agreement form filled out and signed by all parties 

 Student understands lack of action will result in dismissal from LDI 

 

Dismissal:  Student is dismissed from LDI.  Student continues not to turn in projects or is not 

going through the project process as designed by LDI even after all three levels of interventions.  

By not making choices to improve effort, the student has made a choice to be dismissed from LDI 

and is returned to his or her attendance area school. 

 

 

 

 

 

LACROSSE DESIGN INSTITUTE CONTACT INFORMATION 
MISSION STATEMENT: LEARNING THROUGH PASSION AND ACCOUNTABILITY 

Dr. Penny Reedy (Principal)                preedy@lacrossesd.org 

Mr. Jon Baudek (Associate Principal)             jbaudek@lacrossesd.org 

Maggie McHugh      (6
th

 grade advisor)   mmchugh@lacrossesd.org 

Katy Weber  (7
th

/8
th

 grade advisor)             kgallenb@lacrossesd.org   

Garrett Zimmerman (7
th

/8
th

 grade advisor)           gzimmerm@lacrossesd.org 

Stephanie Greenwold (Guidance)   sgreenwo@lacrossesd.org  

Lee Stahl (Guidance)     lstahl@lacrossesd.org  
 

Families are encouraged to contact their advisor via email or by telephone by calling 

Longfellow/LDI office at (608) 789-7670. 

 

 

 

mailto:preedy@lacrosseschools.org
mailto:jbaudek@lacrosseschools.org
mailto:mmchugh@lacrosseschools.org
mailto:kgallenb@lacrossesd.org
mailto:gzimmer@lacrosseschools.org
mailto:sgreenwo@lacrossesd.org
mailto:lstahl@lacrossesd.org
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Governance Council 

A council consisting of current and past parents, business members, community members, and 

district staff governs the La Crosse Design Institute (LDI), called the Coulee Region Authentic 

Learning Council (CRALC).  CRALC is now taking a broader scope with the inception of the 

7Rivers Community High School and is working toward bridging the gap for project-based and 

authentic learning within the School District of La Crosse. 

 

Governance Board Members 

 

Title Last Name First Name Profession Email 

President Remis Melissa Remis Power 

Systems Inc. 

 

melissa@remispowersystems.com 

Vice-President Fox Cathy Coldwell 

Banker 

cathy@cbrivervalley.com 

 

 

Past President Klos Colin MBA 

Architects Inc. 

Cklos531@aol.com 

 

 

Secretary Yehle Ann Professor - 

UW-La Crosse 

 

ayehle@uwlax.edu 

 

 

Treasurer Gill Cheryl Attorney at 

Johns Flaherty 

Cheryl@johnsflaherty.com 

 

 

Member Abing Keachen Teacher- 

School District 

of La Crosse 

kabing@lacrossesd.org 

 

Member McHugh Maggie Teacher- 

School District 

of La Crosse 

mmchugh@lacrossesd.org 

 

Ex. Officio Reedy Penny Principal-LDI 

Middle School/ 

7Rivers High 

School 

preedy@lacrossesd.org 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:melissa@remispowersystems.com
mailto:cathy@cbrivervalley.com
mailto:Cklos531@aol.com
mailto:ayehle@uwlax.edu
mailto:Cheryl@johnsflaherty.com
mailto:kabing@lacrossesd.org
mailto:mmchugh@lacrossesd.org
mailto:preedy@lacrossesd.org
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Frequently Asked Questions 

 

What is a PDLP?  A PDLP is a Personally Designed Learning Plan that is used to essentially 

design your student's education.  It is an essential component to LDI.  Students, advisors, and 

parents will work together to create the PDLP.  These will be shared at the October conferences. 

 

What is a portfolio?  Portfolios are designed to grow with your child. Included will be all of the 

academic projects your child has completed during the totality of the school year, highlighting 

his/her growth in the core subjects.  

 

What are life skills?  Life skills are the cornerstone to LDI.  These are the skills identified by 

educators, business people, and community members alike.  There are seven life skills that we 

infuse in all that we do.  All of the life skills focus on relationships.  They begin with the 

statement “I am a ...”  community-builder, problem-solver, innovator, communicator, 

collaborator, goal-setter, and self-reflector.   

 

What is advisory? Advisory is a unique grouping of LDI students from grades 6 through 8 who 

meet daily. Advisors are responsible for ensuring a student’s academic needs are being met.  

Advisories tend to become much like a family.  Daily agenda may include an overview of what is 

happening in the day, team-building activities and important information. 

 

How are students placed in advisory?  All 6
th
 grade students will be in the same advisory.  

Grades 7
th
 and 8

th
 are mixed together and will loop with the same advisor each year.  We also 

consider balancing a variety of learning styles and needs.   

 

What is Project Foundry?  Project Foundry is a software program used at LDI to assist our 

students in creating and managing projects. Parents have access to Project Foundry through their 

student’s ID and password.   

 

What is ALEKS?  ALEKS is an online math program that students utilize to assist them in 

building their math skills; it is not the sole manner in which students get math at LDI.  Students 

are advised to propose and develop mathematics projects each quarter to apply their learning.   

 

What are seminars?  Seminars are more in line with “traditional” lessons provided for the 

students to assist in understanding the major concepts necessary.  Seminars assist students to 

move forward in creating the depth of knowledge in order to develop rigorous projects.  Seminars 

occur Monday-Thursday from 10:00-11:00am and 11:00-12:00pm.  Students rotate with their 

grade level group every four weeks between Ms. Weber (STEM), Mr. Zimmerman (Humanities), 

and Ms. McHugh (STEM/Humanities).   

 

How do the students get classes like world language, art, gym, music, choir, and orchestra? 

All of our students utilize the expertise of Longfellow staff in obtaining electives and enrichment.  

Students are in Longfellow for two periods each day for these electives. 

 

What is a field study?  Field studies are opportunities for learning to occur outside of the 

classroom.  Students get an opportunity to see how their community works.  These generally are 

scheduled for Fridays. 
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At LDI, there are no parent-teacher conferences listed, but there is something called a 

student-led conference. What is that?  Student-led conferences are scheduled twice each year—

once in the beginning of the year and the other toward the end.  The ending conference will also 

include the portfolio evaluation where your child will present his or her learning and defend 

whether or not he or she is ready for the next grade level. 

 

What are Community Showcases?  Our Community Showcases are vitally important to LDI.  

They provide our students with an authentic audience.  They occur three times a year at LDI. 

People throughout the community are invited to walk through to see what students are doing.  

Students are expected to defend their projects whereby they explain the process of their learning 

along with the specific learning targets achieved. 

 

My student does not appear to have much homework.  Is this normal?  Students need to log 

in 128 hours of time each quarter.  Ideally, this should be divided fairly equally between subjects.  

If time is utilized wisely at school, a student is capable of finishing projects and work during the 

school day.  However, we encourage all of our students to be curious about their subjects—even 

outside of school.  As parents, you can ask your child about how you can assist in learning 

outside of the classroom.  Utilize Google Calendar, TenMarks, and Project Foundry to foster 

discussion about what your student is doing in school.   
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LDI School Democracy 
 

Student Council:  La Crosse Design Institute is a demonstration of democracy.  Students 

will form a student council that will assist school management decisions in the following 

areas: 

 

 Field Studies 

 Community and school events 

 Conferences 

 Fundraising 

 Promoting LDI message to community 

 Year-End Trip 

 8
th

 grade Graduation 

 

Student Council will consist of student representatives (at least two from each grade 

level) elected by the students.  All students at LDI are eligible to become a student 

council member.  Announcements will be made regarding the process of elections, and 

there will be an opportunity for each candidate to share why he or she should be on the 

council.    

 
Restorative Justice Referral Protocol 

 
Like any family, problems and challenges do arise.  Whether it is personality differences 

or basic communication, chances are if your son or daughter is in middle school, he or 

she will likely encounter a few challenges.  At LDI we prefer to begin with the model of 

Restorative Justice.  Each student will have an opportunity to fill in the basics of what the 

problem is as it is perceived by them.  Then, along with one of the advisors, students will 

share each other’s perspective. The goal is to work through the problem, not simply 

attach a consequence (although some actions do require that as well). If the problem 

persists, it is important to continue the process—in some cases it is important to continue 

the dialogue with other stakeholders like parents, administrators, guidance staff, or our 

police liaison officer (SRO). 

 

Community Principles: 

 Community effort implies mutual respect 

 Our growth together requires us to grow individually 

 How you say it is as important as what you say 

 When identifying problems, offer strategies and solutions 
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Restorative Justice Referral Protocol 

             

Name: Date: 

 

Take a few minutes to reflect on the incident that has prompted you or your advisor to 

seek resolution.  After you have answered each question to the best of your ability, we 

will facilitate a discussion between the people involved. 

 

What happened? 

 

 

 

What was your role? 

 

 

 

What could you have done differently? 

 

 

 

How did it make you feel? 

 

 

 

How did you affect the community and yourself? 

 

 

 

 

My plan for making sure I avoid this again is: 

 

 

 

My plan for making it right within the community is: 

 

 

 

 

 

_____________________________________________Date_____________________ 

                       Signature 

 

_____________________________________________Date______________________ 

                  Advisor Signature 

 
 

*Adapted from Steven Rippe 2011 sjrippe@earthlin.net 
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La Crosse Design Institute Student Rights and Responsibilities 

 
 All LDI students will have the basic rights and privileges of an LDI education—a 

workstation, chair, and access to information   

 

 Student who are “on track” both in academic and behavioral goals will have the 

opportunity to earn more privileges via the LDI “Level System” 

 

 Students “Levels” will be re-evaluated every 4 weeks by both the student and 

advisor  (corresponding with the end of each seminar rotation) 

 

 Students will move up or down a level depending on the academics and behavior 

that student exhibited during that time period 

 

Everyone begins with the use of a water bottle (water only) and use of the bathroom 

at regularly scheduled breaks.  Snack food is also allowed at Snack Break from 

9:45-9:55. 

 

 

 

Level System 

 

There will be Levels at LDI pertaining to a student’s academics and behavior. 

 

Level Zero: 

 This level is for non-work producing students (see p. 17) 

 

Level One: 

 All students start at this level with basic privileges (iPads remain at LDI) 

 

Level Two: 

 Students can bring iPads home at this level and retain basic privileges at LDI 

 

Level Three: 

 Added flexibility in work environment include drinks other than water and music 

during Project Block 

 

Level Four: 

 Students earn ownership over work environment and project guidelines 

 

 

 

** The Level System will be fully communicated at Dynamic Training and Parent 

Bootcamp evenings.  See “2016-2017 Important Dates” (pp. 18-19). 
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Out of School Learning Form 

 
Project_________________________ 
 

Throughout the school year there will be times when it is more beneficial for a student to 

leave the school building to better fulfill his or her academic needs.  Interviewing experts 

is just one example. Out of School learning is a wonderful opportunity for students to 

explore their community and is a privilege to represent LDI proudly.  This form MUST 

be filled out in advance—preferably one week’s notice. 

 

 

 

Today’s Date Date Off-Site Destination Departure 

Time 

Return Time 

 

 

    

 

 

Purpose/Goal 
 

What will be accomplished?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Transportation/Supervision 
 

How will you get there? Who will be the mentor/chaperone? 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Parent/Guardian Signature _______________________ Date_____________ 

 

Advisor Signature______________________________ Date____________ 
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Literature Permission Form 
 

Student and Parent Agreement  
 

Many readers are constantly searching for more challenging, interesting, enjoyable, 

motivating, and thought provoking books.  Some of the books in our general collection 

may contain mature content such as language, sexual content, violence, etc… All of our 

books in the LDI and Longfellow library are available to our students, and we allow a lot 

of freedom in choosing books.  

 

In order to use and help maintain this collection, students must agree to the following: 

 I will read and return books in a timely fashion. I will return the book as soon as I 

am finished.  It will not collect dust in my workstation or under my bed. 

 If I discover anything that I feel goes beyond the realm of “mature” for an 

adolescent, I will let an advisor know about it. 

 I will handle the content in these books in a mature and responsible way.  

 If I lose or damage a book, I will replace it. 

 I have read the above statements, and I promise to abide by them. 

 

 

Student Signature  ____________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parent/Guardian Agreement 
 

 

I have read the above details about the general collection of books and give my child 

permission to select a book of his or her choice and to check out and read these books.   

 

 

Parent/Guardian Signature _________________________________________ 

 

Name of child ____________________________________________________ 

 

 

(If you have any questions or would like to make an appointment to view our library 

before giving your child permission, please contact your child’s advisor.) 
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Non-Project Producing Student Form 
Student Name: 

 

 

Step 1 Plan: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

_______________________     ______________________    _____________________ 
Student Signature    Advisor Signature                       Date 

 

 
Step 2 Plan: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

_____________________   _______________________   _________________________ 

Student Signature                    Parent Signature                                  Date 

 

 

Step 3 Plan: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

_____________________   _________________________   _______________________ 

Student Signature                    Parent Signature                                  Date 

 

Administrator Signature:_________________________ 
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2016-2017 Important Dates 
 

Because LDI is its own school but also links with Longfellow, it can be confusing at times to 

know when an event is occurring.  Please refer to the Longfellow Handbook for calendar dates 

regarding co-curricular information.  
 

Introduction to Project-Based Learning 

Date Time Event 

August 23 2:00-3:30 p.m.- Students meet in LDI 

3:30-5:00 p.m. -Parents meet in the Family 

and Consumer Education (FACE) Room  

5:00-6:00 p.m. -LDI Potluck in FACE room 

Dynamic Training 

September 22 

 

5:30-7:00 p.m. – Parents meet in LDI LDI Parent Bootcamp  

(Parents Only) 

 

iPad Delivery— 

Students will receive their iPads during the school day on the following days: 

 

Date Time Event 

Thursday, September 8 During the school day 7
th

  Grade iPad pick-up 

Friday, September 9 During the school day 8
th

 Grade iPad pick-up 

Monday, September 12 During the school day 6
th

 Grade iPad pick up 

 

Conferences 

** All conferences are 30 minutes long.  Sign-up will occur via Skyward or email/phone call.   

Date Time Event 

October 11 4:00-8:00 p.m. 

 

Student-Led Conferences-students 

must go through their PDLP’s and 

highlight academic goals for the 

upcoming school year 
October 17 12:00-8:00 p.m. 

March 7 4:00-8:00 p.m. 

 

Student-Led Conferences-students 

must go through their portfolio 

and plan learning for the rest of 

the academic year 
March 13 12:00-8:00 p.m. 

 

Community Showcases 

Date Time Event 

Thursday, November 10  4:00-6:00 p.m. Community Showcase at LDI-

mandatory for students 

Parents encouraged to attend 

Thursday, February 16 4:00-6:00 p.m. Community Showcase at LDI-

mandatory for students 

Parents encouraged to attend 

Thursday, May 25 4:00-6:00p.m. 

 

Community Showcase at LDI-

mandatory for students 

Parents encouraged to attend 

 

Fundraisers 

Date Time Event 

Thursday, October 13 5:00-7:00 p.m. Lasagna Dinner 

Thursday, December 1 6:30-7:30pm Not So Late Night Show 
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Recognition Ceremony 

Date Time Event 

Tuesday, May 23 5:00-6:00 p.m. LDI 8
th

 Grade Recognition 

Ceremony  

Tuesday, May 30 6:30-9:15 p.m. Longfellow Middle School 

Recognition Ceremony. LDI 

students are invited to the 

ceremony but will not be 

recognized formally (but will be 

recognized in the program if they 

are part of this ceremony- band). 

LDI 8
th

 grade students are invited 

to attend the dance from 7:45-9:15 

p.m. 

 

Field Trip/Last Day of School 

Date Time Event 

May 31 All day Field Trip- TBD 

 8
th

 graders go with 

Longfellow to Mt. Olympus 

 6
th

 & 7
th

- TBD 

June 1 11:45 a.m. Last Day of School 

 

 

 

(LDI staff will provide you with additional important dates as they come up!) 

 
 

 

 


