
Hello Longfellow families,  
 
I hope everyone is staying healthy and adjusting to this challenging time. I am not looking for 
sympathy, but I have to say I am struggling not seeing our students and staff everyday. I miss 
walking our halls every morning and greeting Longfellow kids and encouraging their learning. 
With this message, I hope to connect and still encourage their learning.  
 
Our teaching staff and administration wants to be respectful of everyone as they adjust to this 
new norm. First and foremost, your health and safety is the top priority. Many students have 
been able to access the free lunches at Longfellow from 11:00-11:30A.M. If your family is in 
need of additional support, please do not hesitate to reach out. We will do our best to help or 
direct you to community resources. https://www.lacrosseschools.org/questions/ 
 
After health and safety, we want Longellow students to make learning a priority. As you are 
probably aware, our teachers have been reaching out on a daily basis via email and online 
platforms like Showbie and Google Classroom. While these learning opportunities are not 
graded, they are important. Grades do hold more weight in high school for GPAs and college 
admissions, but that doesn’t make our middle school learning any less important. Our staff have 
been encouraging learning for “the sake of learning,” because “we will be back in school 
eventually and these learning opportunities will help,” and because “education is powerful, and it 
is important students keep moving forward.”  
 
So why are we not assigning grades during this time? Simply put, we still need to make sure 
100% of our families have WiFi access. Amanda Turner, Longfellow administrative assistant, 
has begun reaching out to families to see how we can assist with making sure we have 100% 
access. Our teachers are “scoring” learning opportunities but not assigning grades in the 
gradebook. “Scoring” means teachers are providing feedback that will support students’ future 
learning.  
 
I encourage our families to communicate a similar message to their children. Even though we 
are not at Longfellow, their learning is important. Please encourage your Longfellow students to 
1) check their email at least twice a day, to 2) dedicate about 3 hours a day to learning, and to 
3) connect with their teachers if they need more support with their digital learning. Families, 
teachers, and students - we are in this together!  
 
We have had some questions about student’s lockers and their belongings. Please stay tuned 
for a message from Amanda Turner and how we will facilitate a locker clean out to retrieve your 
child’s items. We really appreciate everyone’s understanding of the current situation and 
patience as we make a plan.  
 
Your job as a parent/guardian certainly has become even more challenging. Please know that 
Longfellow appreciates everything that you are doing to support Longfellow kids during this 
time. Personally, I need to just 100% accept this as the current reality and let go of my 



disappointment of not being at Longfellow right now! I hope to see everyone soon, but please 
know I am here to help (digitally). I apologize for using the word “learning” thirteen times in this 
message. Learning is just so important for our kids. There’s fourteen. Have a great day! 
 
Stay healthy, 
 
Matt Kitzerow 


