1611 Kane Street, La Crosse, WI

-

(608) 789-7970

Links to What’s Inside
Important Dates
Health Room Updates
Happy Holidays!
This time of year is so special in so many ways. No matter what tradition your family
celebrates or what Holiday you choose to participate in, it is a time of year that brings great joy
to our students. Our hallways are filled with excitement (and chatter)!
Each year at this time, I am reminded of what a tremendously generous and caring community
our students live in. Our community members are always looking for ways to make our
students' holiday a little brighter by offering gifts or food for their families. I am truly grateful
and inspired to be surrounded by such loving people.
Please remember that as parents, one of the greatest gifts we can give our children is to teach
them how to be independent. Here’s a brief list of questions you could ask yourself about your
child’s independence?
•
Can they dress themselves?
•
Can they pick out their own clothes?
•
Can they get their own drink?
•
Can they clear up their own plate?
•
Can they clean up their own room?
•
Can they get their own snack?
•
Can they do at least one family chore?
•
Can they do their own school projects/homework?
•
Can they problem-solve their own peer conflict?
•
Can they make their own lunch?
To set your children up for success, here are some suggestions of how adults can support
students being able to do the list of questions above… :

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Keep snacks that they are allowed to eat on a low shelf
Keep kid friendly cleaning supplies accessible to them
Have laundry baskets in each room
Keep stools in areas where kids need to reach
Keep arts and crafts in easily accessible areas for independent play
Put outfits in bins for young kids to self-dress
For a complete article on how to set up your home to encourage independence click
here.

Most importantly, I hope you were able to take the time to enjoy your children and family over
the last couple of weeks. The time spent together is the most precious gift. I am looking
forward to starting our 2022 year off together!
Take care,
Ms. Pope
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45/15 CALENDAR

TRADITIONAL CALENDAR

January 3

School is back in session!

January 3

School is back in session!

January 4

PTO Meeting 6PM

January 13

January 13

Family Night

Family Night
End of Semester 1/ Qtr 2

January 14

No School – Staff
Development

January 14

No School – Staff
Development

January 17

No School – MLK Day

January 18

SET Meeting 5:30pm

January 17

No School – MLK Day

View the District Year-Round Calendar

March 11

May 6
June 3

School will dismiss at 12:55pm on Early
Release Days. The YMCA and BGC will
have afterschool care starting
immediately after early release until
their regularly scheduled times.

View the District Traditional Calendar

Morning Playground Supervision
7:45am-8:00am
Breakfast in Classrooms
8:00am-8:15am

When Should Your Child Stay Home Sick?
•Fever of 100° or greater in the last 24 hours
•Vomited within the last 24 hours
•Diarrhea within the last 24 hours
*Please remember to call the school office by 9:00am
every day that your child is sick. 608-789-7970

Attention 5th Grade
Parents!
Ask your student’s provider
at their next check up!

New Immunization needed for the
start of 6th grade:
All 6th graders are required to have a

TdaP immunization
on file by the first day of school in the fall. This can be
obtained at their 11-year-old well child check up. If your child
has not received this immunization,
please contact your provider, the
La Crosse County Health Department (608) 785-9723, or
your pharmacy to obtain this immunization prior to
September 1, 2021.
You may contact the health assistant or school nurse
with any questions. Thank you.
Mask Supply is Running Low –
Please bring masks from home!!
We need your help! Our mask supply is
running low and the supply we can get
is not going to keep up with the demand
we are seeing.
How can you help?
Remind your students to bring and
wear masks from home.

Shelly Johnson
School Nurse

Cheryl Heath
Health Assistant

(608)789-6703

Please check your
email daily.
This is how you will
be notified if your
student has been a
close contact/exposed
to COVID and needs
to quarantine and/or
get tested.
Contact the main office if you
need to update your contact
information.
Please send a change of
clothes for your student.
With the winter snow comes wet clothes.
We don’t want kids to have to
try to learn in wet clothes.
And if you have youngers, it is especially
important to send a change of clothes.
Make sure all items are labeled with
student’s name.

SCHOOL attendance
Playground supervision 7:45 – 8:00am
Breakfast in classroom 8:00 – 8:15am
School starts at 8:15am
Students arriving after 8:15am need to come into the office for a pass.
Please call the attendance office by 9:00am for the following reasons:
• Student gone for the day
• Student arriving late or leaving early
• Leave a message anytime
Northside Elementary and Coulee Montessori will again utilize our computerized
auto-calling system, Skylert, for attendance purposes. Skylert is a device that
plugs into our existing computer system. It has the capability of reading the
absence report and can automatically call parents/guardians when their students
are reported absent without reason.
A pre-recorded message will be received by parents/guardians at 10:00am
informing them that their student was marked absent. The parent will then be
instructed to call the Attendance Office to update their student’s attendance
record.
Thank you for your cooperation!

Our school is looking for substitute teachers, substitute teacher assistants,
substitute administrative assistants, substitute custodians, and substitute cooks.
To be eligible to substitute teach, you need either an associates degree or a bachelor's degree. Your degree can be in any field; it
does not need to be in education to be a short-term substitute teacher (less than 45 days in the same role). Substitute teachers
can choose the school, subject, and/or grades that they are interested in working and have flexibility on what days that they would
like to work. For example, we have recruited one recent UW-L grad who is finishing his graduate degree to work one day per
week in phy ed.
To be eligible to be a substitute teacher assistant, you need to have 48-post high school credits in any field, or you can take a
program through the district that allows you to be certified upon completion. The district can usually be flexible with start and/or
end times as needed for TA subs to accommodate parents' schedules.
Parents who are looking for a short shift in the middle of the day that allows flexibility can also apply to be a substitute cook.
Any candidates interested in subbing can contact Heidi Mellem, the administrative assistant in the HR office,
at hmellem@lacrossesd.org or call 608-789-7953.

Masks are
required every
day at school
while in the
building.

In addition to our outstanding neighborhood schools, the School District of La Crosse offers a variety of unique choice
and charter schools. Parents/guardians can submit an application for their student to attend one of our choice and
charter schools. For the upcoming (2021-2022) school year, applications for our choice and charter schools are being
accepted February 7-April 29. To apply, a parent/guardian must complete the district’s choice and charter application
located online by visiting the School District of La Crosse Choice and Charter website. You will find the application in
the upper right-hand corner of the page.
If your student is currently enrolled in one of our choice and charter schools, or you simply wish to continue at your
current school, you do not need to complete the choice and charter application. However, if your child is going from
Preschool to elementary school, elementary school to middle school, or a middle school to high school, you will need to
complete an Intradistrict Transfer Application to continue your child’s education in a choice or charter school. Otherwise,
your child’s secondary school will be based on your physical address/boundary.
Visit the School District of La Crosse Choice and Charter website by clicking HERE.

Save the Date !

Family Night
January 13th
5:30pm
More Information
Coming Soon...
Going on Vacation?
If the student will be missing THREE
or more days of school due to
vacation, schedule surgery, etc., an
Excused Absence Request Form
should be filled out and returned to
the office for principal approval. You
can also find a copy of this form on
the school website under School
Documents.

In an effort to save resources and time required by
school staff to sort and handle flyers, approved flyers will
be posted on the virtual backpack webpage. (There is also
a link on the school home page.)
School backpacks will continue to be used for school
administrators, teachers, and the school district to send
communications and information home to parents, such as
homework, classroom news, and school-sponsored
activities. Flyers will not be sent home in student
backpacks unless they are directly related to school
business and are generated by the school or school
district.

The School District of La Crosse is targeting its newest building for installation of a rooftop solar array in
June 2022. After successful installation of its first rooftop solar project last summer, the district is again
partnering with SOLS to fundraise and strategize for another big solar project. The choice of the
Northside Elementary/ Coulee Montessori building shares many of the same benefits achieved with the
previous Hamilton Elementary/ SOTA I solar installation:
•Assurance that the new rooftop will not need immediate repairs
•School in session during the summer creating more consistent energy demands
•Use of the building for health and other services to the community outside of school hours
•Architecture with great solar exposure and access for a large installation
•Education opportunities for two schools within one building, as well as middle schools within easy
walking distance
In addition, the building is unique among our schools for its use of a geothermal system to accomplish all
of its heating and cooling needs. This presents the possibility of eliminating nearly all fossil fuel use for the
building! A large solar array would greatly reduce the cost of running the nine electric heat pumps that are
part of the geothermal system. Given that electricity costs are expected to continue increasing over the
next few years, this project has the potential for a significant cost avoidance for the district.
Solar consultants estimate that roof spaces on the school could easily provide enough space to generate
more than 200 kW of electricity, with the largest single area on the roof-top providing ample space for a
100kW system. The amount of solar photovoltaic panels that will be installed this year depends on
fundraising success and grants awarded.
The school district Energy & Transportation Manager, Mike Freybler, has requested proposals from area
installers including Solar Connections Inc, Olson Solar Energy, Ethos Green Power Cooperative, Austin
Electric, and Viking Electric Incorporated. Proposals are due back by the winter break and will help the
district compare different installation sizes and designs to maximize energy offsets and long-term cost
effectiveness for the building.
To stay up-to-date on the Northside Elementary / Coulee Montessori solar project, be sure to subscribe to
the SOLS e-Newsletter and follow SOLS on Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter. You are invited to
participate in this project by volunteering with SOLS or making a donation to the Solar on La Crosse
Schools fund.

Northside PTO
Parent Teacher Organization
PTO at NSE is here to build community and raise fund to help our school be as
amazing as it can be! It is also a great way to connect with other parents and learn
about upcoming ways to support Northside Elementary students and staff!
If you ever have any questions about PTO, please feel free to reach out to us!
Are you interested in becoming involved with the Northside Elementary Parent
Teacher Organization? Email the PTO at the link below.
Check out – and follow the PTO Facebook page!
Next Meeting:
Tuesday, January 4th at 6:00 pm.

Click Here to
Email the PTO

Coulee Montessori SET - School Effectiveness Team
Who We Are
The Coulee Montessori SET (School
Effectiveness Team) Board supports
our classrooms, teachers, and school
community to ensure the success of
4K through Grade 8 Montessori
education in the La Crosse School
District.

What We Do
We work together with families,
teachers, principals, and the school
district to plan school events,
organize fundraisers, and help direct
the future of our school.

What You Can Do
Please join the conversation! You are welcome at all of our meetings, where
you can learn more about our school and share any joys or concerns you
may have. And if you can’t make our meetings, we are always happy to
welcome family members to help with events throughout the school year!
To get in touch, reach out to one of us or write to
CouleeMontessoriSET@gmail.com.

Ongoing ways to support quality Montessori Education:
· Box Tops
· Donate anytime online.
Check out – and follow the CM SET Facebook page !
Next Meeting:
Tuesday, January 18th at 5:30 pm.

Click Here to
Email the SET

Melani Fay
School Counselor
608-789-6747
mfay@lacrossesd.org

January guidance classes will focus on diversity awareness and
education. Northside school has a wonderfully diverse
community! We are so fortunate to share our lives together
and learn from each other.
This month we will explore the many kinds of peoples around
the world. It is always interesting to talk with young ones
about how much they see the differences in all of us but seem
to be unaware of our similarities. We have so much more in
common than not.
Our basic human needs drive our choices, and we all need the
same things; food, shelter, culture, belonging, etc.…. Part of our
school counselor guidance lessons will focus on being aware of
our common interests and needs-we will learn how we are
more alike than different. When we understand our
similarities, it can take some of the fear of the unknown out
of our interactions. We become more comfortable with others
when we seek our understand our commonalities and those
things that all humans experience.
Regardless of our color, gender, ethnicity, or identity, in order
to honor our human dignity, we all need to be seen and heard,
to be valued and acknowledged-not just tolerated.
Ms. Fay
The giraffe lady

D o e s y o u r f a m i ly n e e d a n y t h i n g ?
Let us help you find resources and connect with
support for your family.
Scan this QR code or click
HERE to fill out a
confidential survey!

Click here for link to “Fun Things
for Kids to do” document.

Julie Nelson
CommUNITY School
Coordinator
jnelson@lacrossesd.org

Current Wish List

Northside Elementary and Coulee Montessori is pleased to announce that we have added
a Community School Resource Room at our school. The purpose of this space is
to provide extra resources and support to students and their families.

What Can You Find in the Community Resource Room?
•Clothing (New and gently used Shoes, Boots, Coats, Socks, Shirts, Pants, etc.)
•School Supplies (Pencils, Paper, Erasers,

Folders, Rulers, and more)
•Food (Pasta, Peanut Butter, Rice, Canned Fruits and Vegetables, and more)
•Hygiene Products (Soap, Washcloths, Combs, Shampoo, Toothpaste, etc.)
If your child needs any of these items, please send a note with them explaining what you
would like them to pick up and we will help them find the right sizes. As
parents/guardians, you are also welcome to stop by to select items for your child(ren). If
you have gently used snow pants, shoes or other clothing you can pass along to another
generation, they would be much appreciated, and we encourage you to drop them off in
the office.
Make sure your students are dressed for the weather.
All items should be labeled with student names.
Please let us know here if you need help getting appropriate clothing.

Wisconsin's energy
assistance program
An important aspect of this program is that a
household
must apply for energy assistance before they
are eligible for other programs,
like weatherization assistance (e.g.,
insulation).
The application website (heat.help) is the
website to apply.
Here are resources and links:
•Application
website: https://energybenefit.wi.gov/
•Friendly url: heat.help
•Checklist to help with application
•Overview flyers (trifold):
•English
•Spanish
•YouTube Video about Energy Assistance
Program
•Energy tip sheet from Home Energy+

School Meal Prices
2021-2022

Click Here for the
Full Monthly Menu

From the Nutrition staff:

Student Lunch
Full Price: $0.00
Reduced Price: $0.00
Milk Only: $0.50
Student Breakfast
Full Price: $0.00
Reduced Price: $0.00
Adult Pricing
Breakfast: $2.55
Lunch: $3.95
Milk Only: $0.50

We have missed seeing everyone during intersession and are looking
forward to everyone’s return. Shortages continue to be a problem and
menus may change without prior notice. Hopefully this situation gets better
soon. It is a frustration to us all.
Our kitchen is currently seeking applicants for a 3 hour per day Monday
through Friday position. The application may be found by going to WECAN
through the school districts website. Look for further information on the
next page in this newsletter.
Carmen, Pepper, and Faye are hoping for you all to have a relaxing,
enjoyable, and safe Holiday season. We wish you a Happy and Heathy
New Year. See you soon!!!!

Notice from the office
Having lunch with your student at school
Please remember that outside food (fast food) makes
it hard for the students around them. If you want to
come have lunch with your student, we encourage you
to purchase a school lunch or bring a healthy lunch
from home. Please call ahead so that a lunch can be
ordered from the kitchen.

Northside Elementary is back to a 45-15 (year-round)
calendar for the 2021-2022 school year!!
*Coulee Montessori is NOT following a year-round calendar.

45-15 School Important Dates
Intersession #1 ……….. September 20 to October 1
Intersession #2 ……… December 9 to December 22
Intersession #3 …………….…….. March 21 to April 1
Last Day of School …………………………. June 3, 2022

