
We believe a global education develops in students a 

greater sense of openness to and appreciation for other 

cultures and traditions. Students begin to see and explore 

the world from multiple perspectives, which will benefit 

them the rest of their lives.” 

                                                                           - Sandy Brauer, Principal 

 

GLOBAL CURRICULUM 
 

 North Woods International School has a strong 
academic curriculum linked to world events, 
geography, and world cultures.  Examples of the global 
curriculum include: 
 

Life Cycle of a Butterfly: This 2nd grade science 

unit is expanded to include the Monarch migration to 
Mexico.  The school’s garden 
includes milkweed and other 
flowers that attract monarch 
butterflies and is the only Certified 
Monarch Waystation in the area. 
The students tag butterflies and 
track their migration to Mexico. 
 
 

“Family Under the Bridge”: This 5th grade 

literature study develops a deeper understanding of 
poverty in our area and in Paris, France.  Upon 
completion of the book students complete a service 
project with the local chapter of the Salvation Army. 
 
 

Chinese Exchange Teachers: 
North Woods International School is 
honored to welcome the Chinese 
Exchange teachers to our school each 
year.  They provide presentations and 
lessons on the Chinese culture. 
 
 

International Exploration Days: Each month a 

day is dedicated to expanding the study of each 
grade’s continent of study.  
Students participate in 
large group cultural 
activities, food tasting, 
and expanded geography 
studies. 
 
 

“World We Live In” Readers: Volunteer readers 

from the La Crosse Community Foundation’s “World 
We Live in” program visit classrooms and read stories 
about other cultures. 

CONTINENTS OF STUDY 
 

Each grade at North Woods International focuses 
their expanded studies on a specific continent.  
The culture and traditions of 
this continent are integrated 
into the curriculum throughout 
the school year. 

 

Kindergarten – Asia 
1st Grade – Africa 
2nd Grade – Australia/Oceania 
3rd Grade – South America/Antarctica 
4th Grade – Europe 
5th Grade – North America 
 

 

 

FESTIVAL OF NATIONS 
 

Each year North Woods International 
students showcase their learning with a 
Festival of Nations celebration in May.  The 
event includes: 
  

 Music 

 Cultural Dancing 

 Display of Class 
Projects 

 Student Artwork 

 
 
 

SERVICE LEARNING 
  

 Service learning projects help students 
develop a greater understanding of the world 
and their relationship in it.  
Each year students at 
North Woods 
International School 
participate in a variety of 
service learning projects 
and fundraising efforts to 
help those less fortunate. 

 

 Thanks to a partnership with Gundersen 
Health System’s Global Partners Program 
students at North Woods are able to see the 
realities of their efforts.  To date, our funds 
have purchased books, school supplies, and 
even built a house in Santa Celia, Nicaragua. 

 

 Several of our teachers have traveled to Santa 
Celia to deliver the materials and help their 
teachers, schools, and communities. 

 
 

INTERNATIONAL GUESTS 
 

 North Woods International School hosts 
multiple international 
guests each year.  The 
school’s strong relationship 
with La Crosse’s Sister City 
Organization makes North 
Woods the school of choice 
for international visitors.  

 

 Our student leaders, known as International 
Ambassadors, are trained to give tours and 
answer questions about our school and 
community.  These guests not only learn 
about our school, but provide presentations 
for our students on their country, culture 
and traditions. 

“Our global approach to education instills in our 

students an understanding and respect for other 

cultures.  It truly prepares them to be culturally 

responsive citizens who will be leaders in the 21st 

century.”  

     - Maria Mason,, teacher, North Woods International School 



Over nearly half a century, research on 
language immersion education has heralded 

benefits such as academic achievement, 
language and literacy development in two or 

more languages, and cognitive skills. 
 

                                          -Center for Advanced Research on Language Acquisition 

University of Minnesota 

Our School 
 

North Woods International School offers 
preschool through fifth grade students a strong 
academic curriculum that integrates global 
education and international education into 
daily lessons.  Our school has two educational 
strands, a Global Strand and a Spanish Partial 
Immersion Strand.  In both strands our 
outstanding curriculum is linked to world 
events, geography and world cultures.  
 

Through the innovative use of technology, 
students have the opportunity to communicate 
with others throughout the world and gain an 
understanding that all people share common 
needs and have differences that should be 
recognized and valued. 

 

What makes North Woods International 
an international school? 

 

 Core subjects approached from an  international 
viewpoint 

 

 School-wide projects and in depth study of 
countries and cultures 

 

 Art, music and physical education curricula 
integrate international education culture and 
traditions  

 

How Do I Enroll My  
Child in North Woods 

International’s Global Strand? 
 

 Parents interested in enrolling their child in the 
Global Strand should complete the district’s online 
Choice and Charter Application. In-district students 
(those living in or already attending La Crosse 
Schools) with applications submitted by the 
December deadline will be given priority placement. 
See district website for this year’s deadlines. 

 

 Applications can be found at 
www.lacrosseschools.org or can be completed over 
the phone for those without internet access by 
calling 608-789-7654.  

 

 Those living outside the School District of  
   La Crosse must also complete the Wisconsin Open 

Enrollment Program forms found at 
   http://oe.dpi.wi.gov. 

 

 If requests exceed spots available, a controlled 
lottery will be conducted. 
 

In-district families should receive notification in 
March.  Open enrolled students and those 
submitting applications after the December deadline 
will be notified in June. 
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Cultures from Around the Globe into 

the School District of La Crosse’s 
High-Quality Curriculum 

 
 


