
“Research shows that second language instruction is most 
effective when taught in content areas where the language 
becomes necessary as a tool for discovery.  At North 
Woods International School our partial immersion strand 
is structured around this idea.” 

                            -Sandy Brauer, Principal 
 

What is the Spanish 
Partial Immersion Strand? 

 
 Approximately 45 – 50% of classroom instruction 

is presented in the Spanish language. 
 

 Spanish language is used in 
teaching the subjects of math, 
science and social studies.  

 

 Classroom routines, instructions 
and casual conversation are 
done in Spanish.  

 

 Each grade is taught by a 
certified Spanish teacher, each of whom has 
international expertise and/or experiences. 

 

 Each grade focuses their expanded studies on a 
specific Spanish speaking country.  The culture 
and traditions of the country are integrated into 
the curriculum throughout the school year. 

    Kindergarten – Mexico 3rd Grade - Columbia 
   1st Grade – Spain  4th Grade - Peru 
   2nd Grade – Argentina               5th Grade – Costa Rica 

AMITY INTERNS 
 

Through a variety of partnerships North Woods 
International School is able to sponsor 3 Amity Interns 
from the Amity Institute each year.  The interns provide 
a native perspective on the Spanish language and 
culture, allowing students to better understand and 
appreciate the Spanish language.   
 

Families from North Woods 
International can host an 
intern in their home for a 
semester, further enhancing 
their child’s cultural and 
language experiences.  
 

Frequently Asked Questions 
 

   How will my child understand the teacher 
before he/she knows much Spanish? 

 

 Children learn a second language much more easily at 
a young age.  Teachers use a teaching method called 
Total Physical Response (TPR) which includes 
exaggerated body language, gestures, songs, and aids 
to help students during early language acquisition. 
 

 Will my child be able to read, write and speak 
English as well as other students? 

 

 Studies show students in 
immersion classrooms 
reach the same levels of 
proficiency in reading as 
peers in non-immersion 
classrooms.  In addition, 
research shows learning 
Spanish can enhance a 
student’s native language.   

 Will my child be able to succeed in academic 
subjects like math and science when they are 
taught in Spanish?   

 Data shows that students in an immersion program 
perform at the same level as their peers in non-
immersion classrooms in math, science and social 
studies. Students do not generally have problems 
obtaining and applying new knowledge despite the 
fact that the instruction is not in their native language. 

 

Will my child be able to continue in a partial 
immersion program in middle school? 

 

 Logan Middle School’s Global Village integrates 
global themes into the middle school curriculum as 
well as offers a partial immersion strand. 

 

 How do I know if my child is a good 
candidate for a partial immersion program? 

 

 Immersion programs are appropriate for a wide 
variety of students.  If you are unsure, talk to your 
child’s classroom teacher. 

What are the Benefits of  
Being in the Spanish 

Partial Immersion Strand? 
 

 Students will achieve a higher level 
of proficiency in speaking and 
understanding the Spanish language. 
 

 Research shows that when students 
learn another language they develop 
cognitive advantages that improve 
their attention, self-control, and 
ability to deal with conflicting 
information. 

 

 Students will develop a greater 
understanding and appreciation of Spanish speaking 
cultures. 

SERVICE LEARNING 
  

 Students at North Woods International School 
participate in a variety of service learning projects 
and fundraising efforts to help those less fortunate. 
Thanks to a partnership with Gundersen Health 
System’s Global Partners Program students at North 
Woods are able to see the 
realities of their efforts.  To 
date, our funds have purchased 
books, school supplies, and 
even built a house in Santa 
Celia, Nicaragua. 

 

 Several of our teachers have traveled to Santa Celia 
to deliver the materials and help their teachers, 
schools, and communities. 

 

CULTURAL CELEBRATIONS 
 

 The Spanish Partial Immersion Strand celebrates 
several holidays observed in 
Spanish speaking countries.  The 
celebrations include the food, 
customs, and events of holidays 
including: 

- Semana Santa 
- Day of the Dead 
- Posadas 
- Cinco de Mayo 



Our School 
 

North Woods International School offers 
preschool through fifth grade students a strong 
academic curriculum that integrates global 
education and international education into daily 
lessons.  Our school has two educational strands, 
a Global Strand and a Spanish Partial Immersion 
Strand.  In both strands our outstanding 
curriculum is linked to world events, geography 
and world cultures.  
 

Through the innovative use of technology, 
students have the opportunity to communicate 
with others throughout the world and gain an 
understanding that all people share common 
needs and have differences that should be 
recognized and valued. 

 
What makes North Woods International  

an international school? 
 

• Core subjects approached from an  
international viewpoint 

 

• School-wide projects and in depth study of 
countries and cultures 

 

• Art, music and physical education curricula 
integrate international education culture and 
traditions  

How Do I Enroll My  
Child in the Spanish 

Partial Immersion Strand? 
 
 Parents interested in enrolling their child in the 

Spanish Partial Immersion Strand should complete 
the district’s online Choice and Charter Application. 
In-district students (those living in or already 
attending La Crosse Schools) with applications 
submitted by the December deadline will be given 
priority placement.   See district website for this year’s 
deadlines. 

 

 Applications can be found at www.lacrosseschools.org 
or can be completed over the phone for those without 
internet access by calling 608-789-7654.  

 

 Those living outside the School District of La Crosse 
must also complete the Wisconsin Open Enrollment 
Program forms found at http://oe.dpi.wi.gov. 
 

 If requests exceed spots available, a controlled lottery 
will be conducted. 
 

In-district families should receive notification in early 
February.  Open enrolled students and those 
submitting applications after the December deadline 
will be notified in June. 
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