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Dear Parents,
I am looking forward to seeing everyone at our Festival of Nations Performances and
Open House coming up on May 3rd (for K-1), May 10 (for gr. 2-3) and May 17 (for gr. 45). Performances are at 6 PM with an Open House 15 minutes prior to, and 15 minutes
after the performance.
As it has been announced in the news, North Woods International has been approved as
an International Baccalaureate Candidate School! Our staff will begin IB training this
June. We will transition into the program this fall by incorporating the language and IB
themes, with a goal of becoming fully accredited within three years. All kindergarten and
first-grade students will receive Spanish language instruction as a part of the curriculum.
The remaining grades second through fifth, will continue as global and Spanish immersion
strands, transitioning to all students receiving Spanish instruction over the next several
school years. Check out the press release included on page 12 of this newsletter for
more information.
Finally, wishing the best to Second Grade Teacher Heidi Schleicher, who is moving to
Steven's Point this summer, as her husband will be joining the family business; to Scott
Borders, Self-contained EBD teacher, who is moving to Alaska as his wife received a
job as a nurse anesthetist; and to Hue Xiong, EBD TA, due to a change of family plans
following the birth of their son. Also wishing the best to those retiring at the end of this
year: Freddi Servais, behavioral support TA; Deb Harguth, interpreter for hearing
impaired; and to our kitchen manager, Cheryl Dammon. Wishing them the best on their
new adventures1
In Partnership,

Sandy Brauer
North Woods International Principal

Thurs. May 3rd: K-1 Festival of Nations
6:00 p.m.**
Mon. May 7th: Culvers Night! 5-8 pm at
the HWY 16 Culvers!
Thurs May 10th: Gr. 2-3 Festival of
Nations 6:00 p.m.**
Thurs. May 17th: Gr. 4-5 Festival of
Nations 6:00 p.m. **
st
Fri. June 1 : Outdoor Fun Day!
**Open House will be 15 minutes
before and after each Festival of
Nations! Enjoy looking at art work and
projects from the year in the LGI!
***Please see the section on Field
Trips to know when your students
grade level will be gone!***

Spring weather is here and hopefully to stay!
Please make sure to send your child to
school with a change of clothes for sloshy
days! Also, please continue to bring warm
coats for recess! The weather can be
unpredictable.

The next Buzz Session with Mrs.
Brauer is on Monday May 14th at
6:00 PM in the LMC! Come with
your questions and share your
ideas! SPI Teachers from Logan
Middle will be there as well to
answer questions about the
transition to the Middle School.

SAVE THE DATE! Festival of Nations has
been scheduled for:
Thursday May 3rd (Grades K & 1)
Thursday May 10th (Grades 2 & 3)
and Thursday May 17th (Grades 4 & 5)

The School District of La Crosse has begun accepting registrations for the 20182019 Four Year Old Preschool Program. Any child, who is 4 years old on or
before September 1, and lives in the La Crosse School District attendance area is
eligible for preschool. The preschool program is a 2.5 hour program housed at a
number of centers and schools throughout the district. The preschool program is
free for any eligible child. Please call 789-7006 with any questions or to begin the
registration process.

Do you need to register your child for kindergarten next year? Is North Woods
International your boundary school? Head on over to Hogan Administrative Center
(807 East Ave S, La Crosse WI 54601) or visit
https://www.lacrosseschools.org/overview/enrollment/
The registrar will be able to help answer questions and get your student set for
success for the 2018-2019 school year!
Is North Woods International not your neighborhood school? Please contact the
Choice and Charter department at choiceandcharter@lacrossesd.org or call the
North Woods office at 608-789-6401. Starting in the 2017-2018 school year, all
kindergarteners at North Woods received Spanish Immersion as part of their day.
This will be continuing for the 2018-2019 school year.
Choice applications are still accepted for the 2018-2019 school year but will be
placed in a general pool of applicants as the priority placement window has closed.
Space is limited! Apply soon! https://www.lacrosseschools.org/programsservices/career-choice-education/choice-charter-application/
If your child is not enrolled in the School District of La Crosse Preschool Program,
you can begin the enrollment process for kindergarten either online or at the Hogan
Admin Center. Birth Certificate and Proof of Residency in the district will be
required. Your address determines your boundary school. For questions regarding
kindergarten registration contact, 608-789-7651 and/or 608-789-7756.
Kindergarteners must be 5 years of age on or before September 1st.

Attendance update for North Woods International! In prior years, the attendance policy was set
forth as separating 10 illness days and 10 all other days (medical, appointments w/o doctors
note, parent excused, funeral, sporting events, etc.) totaling 20 days per school year for
absences. However, 20 days of absence results in students missing 11% of a school year!
Because of this, we would like to move forward this semester to a more proactive attendance
policy to better reflect the importance of attendance. To do this, we ask that North Woods
families take this journey with us to moving to 10 days per year total! This would include all
illness days, parent excused days (without principal approval), medical appointments (without
doctors notes) and other excuses.
Helpful hints:
 Fill out the excused absence form for any parent arranged absences for more than 3
days! This form is then approved by the principal for absences. This form is used for
family vacations/trips or other family needs. (The form is attached.) With this approved
form, these days count as an exemption to the 10 absence rule.
 If your student is sick for more than two days, it might be best to contact a clinic to
discuss if your child should make an appointment.
 Schedule appointments before school (arrive by 10:25AM) or late in the day (after
1:15PM). These absences are exempt from a students attendance record.
Thank you for understanding as we take this step in improve school attendance! If you have any
questions regarding this change, please contact the office at 608-789-6401.
As a reminder for daily attendance:
 Please report your child’s absence before 9:00 AM by calling 608-789-6401. Leave a
voicemail with your child’s name, grade, and reason for absence.
 If your child will be picked up early or will arrive late for an appointment, please let the
office know as well!
 If you are picking up your child during lunch time, please give the office and/or teacher
advanced notice.

Kindergarten:
 May 18th Myrick Park
 May 25th Deep Roots Farm
First Grade:
 Storytelling @ Myrick Park (May 18)
 Touch-a-Truck (May 23)
Second Grade:
 May 31st- Myrick/Riverside Park
Third Grade:
 National Eagle Center @ National Eagle Center (Wabasha,
Minnesota) May 25th (8:25-3:00)
Fourth Grade:
 Global: May 22nd to Madison

Congrats to our winners!
2nd grade:
3rd Place “The Island Girls” by Caroline Stanton
3rd Grade:
3rd Place “Emily’s Big Dream” by Sophie Schmitz
3rd Place “Ashkin and the Tiger” by Ruby Vanzee
5th Grade:
1st Place “The Legends of Aelurus” by Maggie Herath

Importance of Summer Reading
 According to research, students who do not read over the summer can lose as
much as 22% of their reading level. That means two months of school learning.
 You can prevent this summer reading loss by encouraging your child to read over
summer.
 Try to read something everyday
Summer reading tips and ideas:
 Choose books that look interesting and fun to read.
 Find “just right” books
 Visit the public library.
 Listen to book at a story time at the library
 Find fun and new places to read - at the park, at the library, under a tree, at the
beach, etc.
 Invite friends over for a reading party
 Read or listen to books while traveling
 Read the book and then watch the movie

Course registration has closed as of 4:00 PM on Monday April 23rd. If you have any
questions regarding courses and availability, please go to the Hogan Administration Office at
807 East Ave S, La Crosse WI. The Summer School office would be glad to assist you! Any
questions please contact the registration office at 608-789-8955 or emailing
summer@lacrossesd.org. Questions regarding busing, please contact GoRiteway (608-8816370).
Need help remembering what your child is registered for? Check online using Skyward Family
Access! If you forgot your Family Access password (the same one used for Parent Teacher
Conference Scheduling) please contact the school office at 608-789-7000.

A special thank you to Trust Point for their generous donation. Our
3rd-5th graders had the opportunity to see “A Wrinkle in Time” at
Marcus Theaters. Prek-2nd grade students were provided with
movie theater snacks to enjoy a movie in the LGI! We were very
excited to share this experience. Check out pictures above. PreK
turned their movie day into a drive-in theater!

Remember these are the prizes you can earn for participating:
 1st base -Logger folder
 2nd base - Subway coupon
 3rd base - Logger eraser
 Home Run - free ticket to
Logger game on May 30th
Happy Reading!!!!!
Let’s hit a lot of home runs here at North Woods International!
Sample of the recording ticket:

Please join us Monday May 7th, 2018
from 5-8pm at Culver’s on Highway 16 in
Onalaska for great food and a chance to
support North Woods International
School. Every purchase made that
evening earns money for our school, so
invite your friends and family to come on
out and join us as well!
Interested in helping during the event?
Click the volunteer link below:
https://www.volunteersignup.org/8497K

We have been very fortunate to have four wonderful Amity Interns visit us at North Woods
International School this year - Senorita Fernanda, from Colombia and Senioritas Paula, Maria &
Belen from Spain. They worked with Kindergarten through 5th grade students assisting in the
classrooms and providing opportunities for small group instruction and teaching about their
cultures. They are vital to the success of the international program at North Woods.
Thank you, Fernanda, Paula, Maria & Belen for enriching the lives of the North Woods children,
families & staff. We have enjoyed having you be a part of the North Woods family. You will be
missed! Good luck in your future endeavors.
Parents at North Woods have been extremely supportive of the intern program, and we would
like to thank all the host families who have hosted this year as well as the Aunt/Uncle families who
assisted with transportation: Mike & Darbi Jefferies, Megan & Troy Harcey, Ann & Chad
Thurman, Sarah & Will Kratt, Heather & Ben Stern, Tami Plourde & Joe Katchever, Tim & Lisa
Trueblood, Josh Pogreba, Michael & Jessica Leone, Calison & Andrew Weiss & Heidi
Tumerman. We would also like to thank our school coordinators Jessica Hembd & Geri Patschull.
This program wouldn’t be possible without the strong support of our parents, families and staff.

In 2017-18, we will again be welcoming four Amity
Interns, two from Spain and two from Colombia. It is
incredibly beneficial to our students to have these native
speakers in our classes to help the students learn about
their language and culture.
Below is a greeting and picture from each of the
incoming interns:
Elisabeth Canela
Hi, my name is Elisabeth, but people call me Eli. I am
from Barcelona, Spain. I am a sympathetic and friendly
girl. I love music, singing and playing the guitar with my
friends. I like all types of animals and travel a lot with my
mum. I like to help people and I love to teach children.
Camila Tibaduiza
Hi! My name is Camila, if three things could define me
those would be books, animals and adventure. I am an
active person and I love doing new things and also I
come from Colombia. I am pretty excited to meet you
all!
Diana Suárez
My name is Diana Suárez. I'm 23 years old. I live in
Bogotá, Colombia with my parents and my two cats. I've
been working as a teacher for almost 3 years.
I think respect, love and comprehension are one of the
most important values for living and having good
relationships in a family group. I'll do my best to teach
you about my culture and learning from yours, all these
values mean thank you for this opportunity.
This picture shows an important place from the
downtown in my city. I love Bogota and my culture,
that's why this photo contains: the big mountains around
my City, a native palm very famous in my country and an
awesome place to climb 'Monserrate'.
Judity Villalba Ortega
My name is Judith and my birthday is in May, I'm almost
23. I'm from Barcelona. I like very much to do sports
above all adventures, like skiing for example. I
love animals, they are my weakness. I am a very
sociable girl, I like to make plans that motivate me in my
daily tasks. I love children and I like to work with them.

North Woods International in the news!
Below is a press release regarding North Woods
International! If you are interested, check out the
news video at this link:
https://www.news8000.com/news/la-crosseelementary-school-joins-prestigious-globalprogram-1/731399085
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Contact:
Nick Marcou, Community Outreach Coordinator, nmarcou@lacrossesd.org
Office: 608.789.8460 | Mobile: 608.498.9144

North Woods International approved as International Baccalaureate candidate
LA CROSSE, Wis., (April 17, 2018) - North Woods International School in La Crosse is a candidate for
the International Baccalaureate (IB) Primary Years Program and pursuing authorization as an IB World
School starting with the 2018-19 school year. IB World Schools share a common philosophy—a
commitment to improve the teaching and learning of a diverse and inclusive community of students by
delivering challenging, high-quality programs of international education that share a powerful vision.
North Woods already offers a strong academic curriculum that integrates global education into daily
lessons. The school currently provides two strands: a global strand, integrating traditions, customs, and
cultures from around the world; and a Spanish partial immersion strand offering 45% of the school day in
Spanish instruction. The IB will unite both strands, bringing together the most successful elements of
each, while positioning the school as a unique education option within western Wisconsin.
“This is an exciting opportunity to continue building unity in our school,” said North Woods principal Sandy
Brauer. “The IB curriculum develops the whole child academically, socially, emotionally, and develops a
curiosity and understanding of the world around them, which is what we want for all of our students.”
The IB Primary Years Program consists of six themes: Who we are; Where we are in place and time; How
we express ourselves; How the world works; How we organize ourselves; and Sharing the planet. As
students work through the themes each year, they will learn to speak different languages, be exposed to
different cultures, and grow in their understanding about their common humanity and shared guardianship
of the world. This will offer students an advantage in an increasingly global and multicultural society, and
will help them become responsible, productive, and compassionate global citizens.
North Woods staff will begin IB training this June. The school will transition into the program this fall by
incorporating the language and IB themes, with a goal of becoming fully accredited within three years. All
kindergarten and first-grade students will receive Spanish language instruction as a part of the curriculum,
created using Wisconsin Academic Standards. The remaining grades will continue as global and Spanish
immersion strands, transitioning to all students receiving Spanish instruction over the next several school
years.
First-year costs of the program have been partially funded by grants from the La Crosse Public Education
Foundation and the La Crosse Community Foundation.
Learn more about the International Baccalaureate program at www.ibo.org
Posted: 4/17/2018

