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NOVEMBER 2018 NEWSLETTER
Happy November Everyone!
It was great to see so many of you at conferences! Special thanks to all of you who have registered your Kwik
Trip rewards cards for the NWI fund-raiser at kwikrewardskares.com. This is an AMAZING fund-raiser for our
school as we get 10% on the dollar on most inside sales and 10 cents per gallon on fuel purchases,
until December 31st. We have already raised $800 in just a few short weeks. Additionally, after registering
your card for the Kwik Rewards Kares program, you still receive your same personal rewards from the use of
your card! Win win for all! If you still need to enroll your card to start raising money for North Woods go
to kwikrewardskares.com and fill out the enrollment page (see attached flyer for more information).
As we look ahead to November, it is an exciting month for International events in La Crosse as November 2-9 is
Global Initiatives Week and I am very proud to say that North Woods International is hosting the Kick-off Event
at our school! This is a wonderful family event, with free samples of different types of international foods,
informational booths and give aways from many different organizations in La Crosse with international ties.
There will also be a multi-lingual story room (in our music room) and so much more. Please check out
the Global Initiatives Week website for complete information and details about the kick-off, and other events
that week.
I am also excited to share that our fourth and fifth grade teachers and several North Woods International
teachers will be sponsoring a BAKE SALE table this month at the La Crosse SOUP event on November 7th at
the Concordia Ballroom (SOUP is a bi-monthly micro-granting and community building event in La Crosse, WI
making La Crosse an even better, cooler, place to live!) All proceeds from the Bake-Sale will go to the winning
bid. Sammie, our North Woods International service dog, received a micro-grant at a SOUP event in the past.
November 9th is also our Veteran's Day/Grandparents Day celebration. Our Veteran's Day program begins
at 9:15 AM, followed by our annual Grandparents' Day festive lunch. Additionally, our second Coffee, Tea and
IB event will be held on Thursday, November 15th from 8 - 8:30 AM in the LGI. This month our focus will be on
how Spanish instruction will be delivered at North Woods International School as we move forward as an
International Baccalaureate School.
Finally, we wish safe travels and all the best to North Woods first grade teacher, Leah Justin. Ms. Justin was
selected from the district to participate in the international teacher exchange with La Crosse's sister city school
in Luoyang China from October 18th through Thanksgiving. Ms. Justin will be teaching there, along with another
teacher from our district, Suzanna Barnhart. What an exciting opportunity for Leah and for our school. You
may wish to follow her blog by clicking on the following link: Luoyang, China 2018.
Have a great November everyone!
In partnership,

Sandy Brauer
North Woods International Principal

Fri. Nov 2nd: Global Initiatives Kick off!
(4pm-7pm see information on page 9)
Sun. November 4th: Daylight Savings!
Fri. November 9th: Grandparents Day
&Veterans Day
th
Fri. November 9 : Early Release (1:15
dismissal
th
Tues. November 13 : Report Cards Sent
home
th
Wed. November 14 : Picture Retake Day
Thurs. November 15th: Coffee, Tea & IB
8:00am in the LGI
November 21, 22, 23: No School!
Thurs. Dec 13th: Second Grade Dental
Sealants
Thurs. Dec 14th: Third Grade Dental
Sealants
Fri. December 21st: Gift of Giving
December 24-Jan. 2, 2019:
No School Winter Break

What is the LGI?
The LGI is our Large Group Instruction room! It is
located down the hallway on the way to our
cafeteria and gym. It has a stage and large windows!

Date: November 9th, 2018 (Early Release:
Dismissal 1:15PM)
The schedule will go as follows:
9:15 AM – approx. 10:15AM Veterans Day
Assembly GYM
Then, starting at 10:15 AM, we ask that
grandparents and their grandchildren walk to
their teachers’ classroom for various
activities! When your students grade is
scheduled for lunch (see schedule on the
bottom left), teachers will dismiss you from
their class, to the cafeteria to eat lunch with
your grandchild.
If you are not attending the Veterans Day
Assembly, and just attending Grandparents
Day, you can arrive at school 15 minutes
before your grandchild’s lunch time and join
them in the cafeteria (volunteers will be here
to help direct you). Also, grandparents, you
will have the opportunity to have your pictures
taken with your grandchild, and purchase at a
low cost, thanks to our TEAM (Parent)
Association!
Interested in helping sign up here!
www.volunteersignup.org/TXMT8

Grandparents can take grandchildren
home after lunch. Please make sure
your grandchild’s teacher is aware that
you are taking them with you!
11:00 K Lunch
11:15 1st grade lunch
11:30 2nd grade lunch
11:45 3rd grade lunch
12:00 4th & 5th grade lunch

Bring in canned food items October 22nd-November 2nd for our school
food drive! Donations brought in will be sent to Logan High School for their
iFeed program on November 3rd! Protein rich items are preferred but
all items are welcome! The grade level with the most food wins a prize!
Jell-O is also being collected for our annual Jell-O Drive! The Jell-O will be brought to the
Salvation Army. Any brands and flavors are accepted. The Jell-O drive runs from
October 22nd- November 20th

Oktoberfest Parade
Great job to all those who walked in the
Oktoberfest Parade for North Woods
International.

Daylight savings ends on November 4th! Make sure
to set your clocks back an hour! An extra hour of
sleep over the weekend will make for a great
Monday!

This year the Gift of Giving will be held on Friday, December 21st, 2018. Students will
have the opportunity to purchase gifts for family members for the holiday season. All items will
be sold for $.25, students will wrap the gifts and bring them home with them. Do not send more
than $1.00 with your child. We allow students to purchase 2 items to wrap. Additional items can
be purchased (up to 4) if enough donations are available.
Donations of new or gently used items such as books, jewelry, games, household items,
toys, holiday decorations, or other useful items may be sent to school starting Monday,
December 3rd through Thursday, December 20th (we are tight on space this year so we
would like to wait to have donations come in until December). More information coming soon
from TEAM!
Interested in being Santa’s Helpers (Volunteers)?
Sign up here: www.volunteersignup.org/MBKHX

P200 Club
The next Coffee, Tea & IB will be
November 15th at 8:00 AM in the LGI!

Congrats to our Principal 200 club winners! We
have been very proud of our students these first few
months of school. Great job! Keep it up!
Principal 200 club winners so far have won:
*bowling
*kwik trip ice cream
*extra recess
*lunch bunch
Keep up the great work!

The installation of the North Woods Story Walk was celebrated with a ribbon cutting ceremony on
October 4th. The ribbon cutting ceremony was a success and students had a great time on their first walk!
Two years ago Title Teachers Jeanette Schams and Sara DePaolo were looking for a way to celebrate
Read for the Record, a one day event attempting each year to have the most people reading the same book on
the same day. Nicole Johnson, Librarian, suggested a Story Walk in which students spend time reading while
being active outdoors. For two years Title Teachers offered temporary Story Walks to be used to celebrate
Read for the Record. A grant was then written to build permanent fixtures so a permanent Story Walk could
be used all year long. The Gold Star Grant was received from the La Crosse Public Education Foundation
and supported by Coulee Bank of Onalaska. The construction of twenty fixtures was completed by the talents
of Mike Wuensch, North Woods Custodian. The inaugural story chosen was Be Kind, it embodies the kindness
bestowed upon us for this generous donation and also our IB attribute of Caring. Kindness was further
recognized as "Buddy Classrooms" enjoyed the story by older students reading to younger students. The
Story Walk will add over 800 hours of reading for North Woods students just this year, and many more for
years to come. Students and staff are very thankful for this great addition to our school!
The link is a Fox news article about the ribbon cutting:
https://www.weau.com/content/news/North-Woods-International-School-debuts-permanent-story-walk-495211801.html

IB News:
We have now had time to focus on three out of the ten learner profile attributes as a whole
school. November, we will focus our learning on how to be a “risk-taker”. IB’s definition of a Risk-Taker
is:


“Approach unfamiliar situations and uncertainty with courage and forethought, and have the
independence of spirit to explore new roles, ideas and strategies. You are brave and
articulate in defending your beliefs.”
Encourage your child to be a risk-taker.

Please ask your child to explain what they have learned about the learner profile attributes.
Attribute of the Month:
September - Caring
October - Inquirers and Communicators
November - Risk-Takers
December - Principled
January - Open-minded
February- Balanced
March - Thinkers
April - Knowledgeable
May - Reflective
Upcoming IB events/Save the dates:
Nov. 15th - Coffee, Tea, and IB at 8:00 am in the LGI
 Spanish language component
Dec. 5th - 2nd grade IB showcase night from 5:30-6:30
 Please join us for a meal and student presentations of their learning
 More information will be sent out closer to the event
Dec. 13th - Kindergarten IB showcase night from 5:30-6:30
 Please join us for a meal and student presentations of their learning
 More information will be sent out closer to the event
January 10th- 3rd grade IB showcase night from 5:30-6:30
 Please join us for a meal and student presentations of their learning
 More information will be sent out closer to the event
January 24th- 4K IB showcase night from 5:30-6:30
 Please join us for a meal and student presentations of their learning
 More information will be sent out closer to the event
March 28th - ⅘ IB showcase night
 Please join us for a meal and student presentations of their learning
 More information will be sent out closer to the event
April - 1st grade IB showcase night (Date to be determined)
 Please join us for a meal and student presentations of their learning
 More information will be sent out closer to the event

Title Tips: November 2018
Creating Reading Routines
Studies show that we learn best from repetition. Developing reading routines is a great way to work
on learning to read.
Below are some routines that you could do with your child while reading:







Picture walk - look at pictures before reading
Ask questions before, during, and after reading
Set aside independent reading time each day
Explore books of choice
Visualize what is happening in the story
Read a variety of print each day (magazines, e-books, newspapers, apps, chapter books,
picture books)

Global Soup Wednesday November 7th!

SAVE THE DATE - Since Veteran's Day

The next La Crosse SOUP (a bi-monthly micro
granting and community event) is being held on
Wednesday November 7th during the Global
Initiatives Week in La Crosse (November 2nd 8th). It will be held in La Crosse (6pm) at the
Concordia Ballroom. North Woods International
will be providing all baked goods for the event
and set up begins between 5 and 5:30 PM. The
proceeds from this part of the event, go directly
toward the winner of that night's pitch. These
donated baked goods have raised between
$300-500 dollars for the winning pitch in the
past! These bake sales have been a welcome
addition to the event and have given students an
enhanced perspective on what good things are
happening in La Crosse. For more information,
check out their Facebook page!
https://www.facebook.com/LaCrosseSOUP/

falls on a Sunday this year, we are looking for
4th and 5th grade student volunteers to
perform for the UWL Veteran's Day Breakfast
at the field house at UWL on Sunday,
November 11th. Students will need to be there
by 10AM, and will perform at 10:15. Interested
students should let their teacher know!

We would like to say thank you to the La Crosse Public
Education Foundation for the grant to purchase IB resources for
our classrooms. With the money we received we were able to
purchase books that connect to our IB learner profile attributes. In
the picture are just a few of the amazing books we were able to
purchase.

PBIS Update:

R-E-S-P-E-C-T

In October, staff and students have been focusing on the IB attribute of Principled, in other words being
respectful and caring.
Staff reward a peace pals to students who are showing respectful caring behavior. Classrooms have had
lessons about respect this month.
The North Woods definition of respect:
Your voice, body and actions show that you are caring to others, to yourself and to property.
To show RESPECT in the classroom students can:
 Raise their hands when waiting to share.
 Follow directions the first time they are given.
 Say kind words to peers.

At home and at school respectful relationships are important for understanding. Here are some other ways
students can show they are respectful: share, take turns, wait patiently, be polite, solve disagreements
peacefully, treat everyone the same, and treat others the way they would want to be treated.
This month watch a video with your student about respect:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GOzrAK4gOSo A link to Sesame Street Word on the Street Podcast Respect
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uO7iuTvKhwY Respect Rap With Prologue
The word on the street this week is respect: treating people the way you want to be treated.
Everyone understands the importance of respect, little kids, Superman, a bunch of chickens! Watch
this video to hear what other people think about respect, and please, be respectful while watching the
video.

Holiday Jell-O Drive for Salvation Army
Please consider donating boxes of gelatin for our annual Salvation Army Food Drive
Starting October 22nd until November 20th North Woods International Elementary will be collecting boxes of
gelatin for those in need.
Our goal last year was 200 boxes of gelatin and this year the Salvation Army has asked us to raise our goal to
500 boxes! Any brand or flavor will be accepted.
Students should bring gelatin boxes to their classrooms and the top collecting classroom will receive a Pizza
Party!
Thank you in advance for your generosity!

“Pass A Smile!”
Our first graders have come up with a great action project
in order to track how one good act can encourage many
others. We have started "Pass a Smile." Please visit our
website at http://PassASmile.weebly.com . On the website
you can read more about our project, download your own
smiles, and start sharing smiles! We encourage all children
to do small acts of kindness to friends, neighbors, members
of the community, and more. We are hoping to pass our
smiles as far as possible, so feel free to download and
share smiles/kind acts wherever possible.

-Just a quick note from your NWI

physical education teacher, Mr. Hein!
As the weather is turning colder, please know that
we still like to use our outdoor space for PE (and
recess). It’s really important to have your student
dressed for outdoor activities every
day. Additionally, if you have extra gloves, snow
pants, or boots that you'd like to donate to North
Woods, we would really appreciate it! These extra
clothes and accessories are cared for and cleaned
often so that all students can play outside and stay
warm. Thanks for all you do and be well!
-Mr. Joshua Hein

NATIONAL SCHOOL LUNCH WEEK
The kitchen kicked off National School Lunch week with a few fun activities. The kids were given the
opportunity to hold up their favorite item on their tray and get their picture taken with the "Healthy lunch
Snapshot" frame! Several favorites included fresh Honeycrisp apples and chocolate milk! The kitchen
also wrote a special message on each and every banana we served that week, some of the messages
included "Lunch Ladies Rock" "Mind your manners" "be a friend" "smile" among other things. And to end
the week, each child who purchased a school lunch was rewarded with a 100% Juice Slushie, also a
favorite served in the kitchen here at Northwoods. Keep your eyes peeled for National School
Breakfast Week coming up!

Check out photos on the next page!

National School

Lunch Week!

SAVE THE DATE! Festival of Nations has been scheduled for:
Thursday May 9th (Grades K 6:00pm & 1 6:45pm)
Thursday May 16th (Grades 2 6:00pm & 3 6:45pm)
and Tuesday May 21st (Grades 4 & 5 6:00pm)

