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DECEMBER 2018 NEWSLETTER
Dear all,
Hoping all of you had a wonderful and restful Thanksgiving holiday with family and friends; I am incredibly
thankful for your partnership and support.
As we turn the calendar to December, we turn our thoughts to giving; holiday giving, our annual Gift of Giving
celebration, and ways we can give of ourselves to others. In that spirit, I would like to take this opportunity to
thank our TEAM Parent Association for their tradition of giving to North Woods International. Throughout my
9 1/2 years of service as principal, and prior to my arrival at North Woods International, students and
staff have been incredibly fortunate to have the backing of our fabulous TEAM parent organization! TEAM
has faithfully raised enough money to support students and teachers at North Woods International in
numerous ways! Each year, they have raised more than $10,000 in order to generously support students and
staff. Some of the things they have made possible include: numerous field trips, school picnics, flexible seating
for students, culture kits, literacy centers, science materials, pet supplies, technology resources, Amity Interns,
musical instruments, motivational speakers, and even international guests. In order to raise money to sponsor
these many things, they have sponsored numerous fund-raising events. This year they are sponsoring the Kwik
Trip Kares promotion, the Hanson Fundraiser, Grandparents Day pictures, coupon books, 'North Woods Nights'
at local restaurants, etc. Special thanks to all the TEAM members who assisted with the Grandparents' Day
pictures, TEAM president Heather Pintz, and also to Melanie Dodge, Jennifer Schmidt, Jen Devine, Tim
Trueblood, Calison Weiss and Kelsie Bolstad. Wonderful to see the smiles on grandchildren and grandparents'
faces! Also thanks to ALL of you who have dedicated your time and talents to assisting our TEAM organization
over the years. We appreciate you!
I am proud to say that North Woods International again received an Exceeds Expectations Rating on the 20172018 State Report Card. This state-issued report card evaluates schools on student achievement, school
growth, and progress in closing achievement gaps. Please see full report card inside.
This month on Tuesday, December 11th, North Woods International will be hosting District Wide Parents at our
school. Our 4th and 5th graders will be showcasing highlights from their IB journey, and I will be sharing details
about our School Improvement Plan. Additionally, I am excited to share that NWI is now posted on the
Wisconsin Association of World IB schools as a Candidate School. Sara DePaolo, our IB Coordinator, our IB
leader, Jessica Hembd and I have joined this network of other IB Schools. It is wonderful to be part of this IB
network. Also, this month we will be kicking off the first of our grade level IB Expos, showcasing learning from
our first IB unit! Second grade will be hosting their event on Wednesday evening, December 5th, and
kindergarten on Tuesday, December 18th. We are also enjoying the books which we received from Trust Point
Financial. These books help us learn about the IB Attributes your children are learning, as noted on the IB
Attributes insert in your report card.
Thanks for sharing your most valuable possessions, your children with us. Wishing you and your families a
joyous December and holiday season.
In Partnership,

Sandy Brauer
North Woods International Principal

Thurs. Dec 6th: Geography Bee (2-3pm)
Thurs. Dec 13th: Second Grade Dental
Sealants
Fri. Dec 14th: Third Grade Dental
Sealants
Fri. December 21st: Gift of Giving
December 24-Jan. 2, 2019:
No School Winter Break

Winter weather is upon us! Please make sure
to send your child to school with warm coats,
mittens, hats, scarves and boots! Students
without boots and snow pants will have to play
on the black top! The lost and found also
overflows during this time of the year. To
avoid lost items, please mark your child’s
initials in their winter weather wear.
We go outside to play at recess as long as the
temperature is above 0 degrees Fahrenheit
and when the wind-chill is above -5 degrees.

Fri. Jan 18: No school
Mon. Jan 21: No School
Fri. Feb. 8: No School
Mon. Feb. 11: No School
Mon. Mar. 11: Parent Teacher
Conferences NO SCHOOL
Tues. Mar 12: No School
Thurs. Mar. 14: 4pm-8pm Parent Teacher
Conferences (normal school day)

We do not go outside if it is below 0 and the
wind chill is -5 or below!

Spring Break: April 18th-22nd, school
resumes on April 23rd!

Our website has a
new look!
Have you visited our North Woods Webpage lately? Did you
feel it was not as user friendly as it could be? We did too!
Feel free to explore our new webpage. There is now
information regarding our change to IB, helpful links for
parents and interested families, and more! Information released
during Coffee, tea & IB will be posted to our webpage as well.
Link: https://www.lacrosseschools.org/northwoodsinternational/

The string students have been making great progress this
quarter. Fifth grade strings will be performing for 4/5
classes at 2:00 PM on Monday, December 17th in the LGI.
Fourth Grade students will perform for kindergarten
at 1:00 PM on Wednesday, December 19th in the LGI.
Parents are welcome to attend these performances!

This year the Gift of Giving will be held on Friday, December 21st, 2018. Students will
have the opportunity to purchase gifts for family members for the holiday season. All items will
be sold for $.25, students will wrap the gifts and bring them home with them. Do not send more
than $1.00 with your child. We allow students to purchase 2 items to wrap. Additional items can
be purchased (up to 4) if enough donations are available.
Donations of new or gently used items such as books, jewelry, games, household items,
toys, holiday decorations, or other useful items may be sent to school starting Monday,
December 3rd through Thursday, December 20th.
More information coming soon from TEAM!
Interested in being Santa’s Helpers (Volunteers)?
Sign up here: www.volunteersignup.org/MBKHX

Title Tips: December 2018

Word Games

6. Shaving cream
Put shaving cream (or sand/paint) on a plate. Write a
word using your finger. Have your child read it.

1. Guess My Word
Give your child clues to a word you
are thinking of. Ex: It rhymes with…,
It starts with…, It would be used to
describe…, A synonym is…

2.

Beach Ball Words

7. Newspaper words
Give your child a word. Have them use a highlighter
and find it in the newspaper. Highlight it when you find it
and count how many times they found it.

Write words on a beach ball. Toss it to
your child. Have them read the word that is under
their right hand. Toss it back and forth.

3.

Magnetic letters

Make words with magnetic letters on the
refrigerator or any magnetic surface. Give your
child the letters, tell them the word and see if they
can make it.

4.

Give your child a whiteboard and a marker. Call out
a word. Have your child write it/draw a picture for
it/write a sentence (choose which one best fits your
child’s ability) for it and then show it to you.

Sock Game

Put word cards down on the floor. Have
your child stand in their socks. Call out the word
and see how quickly they can step on it!

5.

8. Show and Tell

9. Tic-Tac-Toe
Draw a tic-tac-toe board. Write a word in each box.
Read a word and mark it with an x or an o.

Dot Game

Laminate word cards. Review words before
playing. Use an expo marker to draw a dot on the back
of one of the cards. Lay cards on the floor or table.
Have your child guess which word is hiding the dot

10.

Card Games

Copy or write 2 sets of word cards. Play a card
game such as Go Fish or Memory.

PBIS Corner:
Being respectful and principled is a goal we are working on at North Woods. Here are some
activities you can do with your family to teach and encourage respectful behaviors at home:
1. Look up the definition of respect. Write it down. Now describe ways you have acted
respectfully or disrespectfully this week.
2. Make a list of people you think are respectful and why you added them to your list.
3. What are three ways you can show your teacher respect?
4. What are three ways you can show your parents respect?
5. Watch a half hour TV show. Who was respectful or disrespectful, and why?
6. List five ways we could show greater respect for our environment.
7. What would you do if an adult was disrespectful to you? Suppose the grown-up yelled at
you for something you didn’t do. What do you say? What do you do?
8. Describe a respectful way to answer the phone.
9. Suppose you’re invited to your friend’s home for a family dinner. What are some ways you
could show respect and courtesy when your first arrive? At their table? When you leave?
10. Create a recipe for respect. What ingredients do you need?
Adapted from Michele Borba www.moralintelligence.com

Have Old T-shirts?
If you have any old t-shirts
(preferably adult small-large)
feel free to send them in to
Mrs. Tauscher. We would
love to use them for paint
shirts! Thank You!!

IB News:
In December, as a school we are focusing on being principled.
IB’s definition of Principled is:


“We act with integrity and honesty, with a strong sense of fairness and justice, and
with respect for the dignity and rights of people everywhere. We take
responsibility for our actions and their consequences.”,

Please ask your child to explain what they have learned about the learner profile attributes.

Upcoming IB events:
Dec. 5th - 2nd grade IB showcase night from 5:30-6:30
 Please join us for a meal and student presentations of their learning
Dec. 18th - Kindergarten IB showcase night from 5:30-6:30
 Please join us for a meal and student presentations of their learning
North Woods Action
Kids taking Action:
 4th and 5th grade students baked goods for the Global Soup Event on Nov. 7th at
Concordia Ballroom. They also spent time selling the goods to raise money for the
winning pitch of the evening.
 Kids in kindergarten made tie blankets for the Humane Society with their buddy classes.

Title I and The After School Program are
pleased to announce the
Carnival of Engineering Family
Night December 4th!
You won't want to miss this extra special
presentation from the Science Museum of
Minnesota.
Dinner will be provided from 5:30 until 6:00.
A presentation will follow with lots of time
for hands on engineering activities for
families!
If you have questions about the event
please contact Jeanette Schams or Sara
DePaolo at 608-789-7000
or jschams@lacrossesd.org /
sdepaolo@lacrossesd.org
We hope to see you there! See the flyer on
the next page for details.

Dental Sealants (Grade 2 and 3)
Dental Sealants for 2nd grade, December 13th &
Dental Sealant for 3rd grade: December 14th!
Dental Sealant Information
La Crosse County Seal-A-Smile will be at your child’s school on December 13th and 14th to provide
dental services to children in 2nd and 3rd grades. Services will be provided by a Registered Dental
Hygienist and include a basic dental screening, cleaning if needed, fluoride varnish, and dental sealants.
If you would like your child to participate, please complete the consent form that will be sent home with
your child or the online consent form here https://sealasmile.wisconsin.gov/Consent. If you have a child
in 3rd grade that participated last school year, a new consent form does not need to be completed.
There is no cost for the dental services.

Grandparents/Veterans Day Facts From the Kitchen:
DID YOU KNOW: The kitchen served 240 students, 243 grandparents/guests, and 25 staff,
for a total of…… 508 meals!
DID YOU KNOW: There are over 70 million Grandparents in the US today!
DID YOU KNOW: 69% of grandparents live within 50 miles of their Grandchildren!
DID YOU KNOW:16.1 million living veterans served during at least one war.

DID YOU KNOW: Celebrated annually on November 11th, the anniversary of

the end of World War I.
DID YOU KNOW: Your children and grandchildren had a great time prepping for this special
event and told the kitchen all week about who they were bringing as a guest for lunch. Thank
you for dining with us and we look forward to serving you next year!

SAVE THE DATE! Festival of Nations has been scheduled for:
Thursday May 9th (Grades K 6:00pm & 1 6:45pm)
Thursday May 16th (Grades 2 6:00pm & 3 6:45pm)
and Tuesday May 21st (Grades 4 & 5 6:00pm)

Read for the Record
On Thursday, October 25th, our students were a part of the Read for the Record Day by
participating in a book walk in our field out behind the school. The record is for the most people
reading the same book on the same day. This year, we read the book Maybe Something
Beautiful by F. Isabel Campoy and Teresa Howell. It was based on a true story from San
Diego, California. This story is about a small girl who loves art and wants to add color and
happiness to her city. It has a great message that even the smallest people can make a change.
This was a great story for us this year as we begin our IB journey and encourage students to
take action.
A special thanks this year to LPEF and Coulee Bank for sponsoring us with a grant to
build permanent book walk stands so we can enjoy the book walk year-round. Also, thank you to
our custodian, Mr. Mike, for building all of the book stands for us.
It was a beautiful day to promote literacy while allowing students to be active. Thanks to
all our North Woods students and staff for participating to help set a world record!

SCHOOL PERFORMANCE REPORT

Thank you to all families who participated and helped donate to
Socktober & our Food Drive! We were able to help many families
in need.
As a school, we collected 381 food items!
Check out the donations from Socktober! These donations were
brought to New Horizons & the Salvation Army.

Please check out our PRINCIPAL 200 CLUB chart on the wall in the entry way, as
it is NEARLY FULL! It is filled with students who have already received a PRINCIPAL 200
CLUB award for exemplary behavior, and/or going above and beyond! When a student
receives a Principal 200 Club award from a staff member for demonstrating good behavior,
they come to the office to select a token with a number on it from Miss Kelsie. Students then
write their name on that number on the Principal 200 Club board. Each day 5 Principal 200
Club awards are handed out and Mrs. Brauer calls each of their parents to let them know their
child was a recipient. When a row fills up with names, students whose names are listed in that
row are called to the office, and they select a 'surprise award' from and/or with the
principal. Some of these prizes include: extra recess, movie party, iPad game party, lunch or
hike with Mrs. Brauer, pass to chew gum in class, ice cream, bowling passes & more!
If you would like to donate gift cards, or know someone who would be willing to make a
donation to our Principal 200 Club award, please contact our PBIS Tier I Coach, Heather Stern
at 608-789-7000.

