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JANUARY 2019 NEWSLETTER
Dear North Woods International Families,
Happy Holidays! As thoughts turn to the holiday season, and I reflect on family and friends, I have
been reflecting on my North Woods International family. Please know how much we appreciate having
your son/daughter at North Woods International and how much we appreciate your family's
involvement in our school!
It has been a busy and fun-filled December. Students enjoyed the Carnival of Engineering Family
Night, and the Winter Wonderland event held last week. I have especially enjoyed the kindergarten and
second grade IB Expo's featuring some of the things they have learned in their last IB Unit. I am
looking forward to third grade's IB Expo on January 10th and to our preschool IB Expo on January
24th.
As we move forward on our IB journey, it is our goal to keep you informed about the
transformation. We are very excited about the IB units that we have been implementing, and the
impact those units are having on our students' level of curiosity, excitement for learning, and desire to
take action! Within this newsletter is a description of one of the IB units from each grade
level. Beginning next semester, each grade level will be distributing a monthly "IB Newsletter" to inform
you of what they are learning in their IB units and the action they are taking as a result! Our first
graders have been especially excited about the impact of their action in their “Smile Project.” Students
used their artistic abilities to draw smiles. After doing a caring action, students passed a smile. They
incorporated map standards by tracking the smiles as they were recorded on our website by others.
The impact of this smile project has been remarkable, reaching people in Norway, China, Spain and
even being featured on the news not only in La Crosse, but in Wausau, Wi.
Link: https://www.lacrosseschools.org/news/north-woods-first-graders-spread-kindness-with-smilesproject/
Finally, wishing the best to Mrs. Maria Mason. Maria proceeded Mrs. Marice Tauscher as the
art teacher at North Woods International and has been on a two year sabbatical in Qatar. Recently
Maria has informed us of her decision to remain in her position teaching in Qatar and resign from her
position in La Crosse. We will certainly miss her, and miss benefitting from the international experience
she had in Qatar. However, we are very glad she is experiencing such happiness and professional
satisfaction in her position as an international teacher. We are excited to announce that Mrs. Tauscher
will now be staying with us at North Woods!
In Partnership,

Sandy Brauer
North Woods International Principal

December 24-Jan. 2, 2019:
No School Winter Break
Fri. Jan 18: No school
Mon. Jan 21: No School
Fri. Feb. 8: No School
Mon. Feb. 11: No School
Mon. Mar. 11: Parent Teacher
Conferences NO SCHOOL
Tues. Mar 12: No School
Thurs. Mar. 14: 4pm-8pm Parent Teacher
Conferences (normal school day)

Spring Break: April 18th-22nd, school
resumes on April 23rd!

Winter weather is upon us! Please make sure
to send your child to school with warm coats,
mittens, hats, scarves and boots! It is also a
good idea to label all winter gear!
The School District of La Crosse cold weather
policy states children can be outdoors when
the temperature is 0 or above and when the
wind chill is -5 or above.
We follow these guidelines when deciding if
recess is indoor or outside. Children need to
be prepared for cold temperatures and being
safe in cold weather!

Congratulations to all of our Principal
200 Club Winners so far this year!
We’ve had such a fun time
celebrating all the great things our
students do at North Woods
Congratulations to the North Woods fifth grade
students who have been chosen for the annual
honors orchestra.
They are:
Ayla Miller, violin
Haydn Rohde, viola
Zali Stanton, viola
Kaia Depaolo, bass
Maxim Roberts, bass
Andrew Stanton, bass
They will be performing with the other Fifth Grade
Honors Orchestra members here at North Woods
on Thursday, January 17th. They will also perform
at Southern Bluffs and enjoy lunch at Pizza
Doctors.

Amity Intern News

We have been very fortunate to have four
wonderful Amity Interns visit us at North
Woods International School this year – Srta.
Camila & Srta. Diana from Colombia and
Srta. Eil & Srta. Judith from Spain. They
work with Kindergarten through 5th grade
students assisting in the classrooms and
providing opportunities for small group
instruction in Spanish language acquisition
and teaching about their cultures. They are vital to the success of our programming at
North Woods International.
Parents at North Woods have been extremely supportive of the intern program, and we
would like to thank all of our current host families this year: Hannah DeYoung, Sarah &
William Kratt, Nese Nasif & David Semple, Andrew & Sara Strassman, Kristy & Tony Holinka,
Indy & Damian Stanton, Jason & Carla Stanton, Joe Katchever & Tami Plourde, Josh
Pogreba, and Monique & Jeffrey Freund. This program wouldn’t be possible without the
strong support of our parents, families and staff.
We are currently looking for host families for the 2019-20 school year. Our Amity Interns
are needed more than ever as we will be offering Spanish instruction to all students K-2
next year, and will continue to offer our Spanish Partial Immersion strand in grades 3-5. It is
incredibly beneficial to our students to have these native speakers in our classes to help the
students learn about their language and culture. Please consider hosting an intern next
year. If you can host for one semester or even three months, we would greatly appreciate
it!
Interested families can fill out the information below and send to the North Woods office by
Friday, January 5th. We need to submit our request for next year's interns by the end of
January.
Thank you for your consideration!

Amity Host Family Interest:
Child’s Name_________________________ Teacher_____________
Parent Name___________________ Phone #_________
______I am interested in being a host family for the 2019-20 school year.
Preference: ______First semester ______Second semester
Either semester
3 months (please check)
Fall
Winter
Spring

Each day our students need snacks to keep their minds learning and energy going! We
currently keep snacks available in the office for classrooms in need of additional snacks, but
we are running low! If you are able to donate snacks to classrooms in need, North Woods
would greatly appreciate it! Snacks can be dropped off in the main office. Please state that it
is for extra snacks to be distributed!

Thank you to all who participated in our Jell-O Drive for the Salvation Army! 255 boxes of JellO were collected! Congratulations to Mrs. Gassers 2nd grade class for winning the pizza party
with 55 boxes of Jell-o!

Thank you to all the volunteers who made the Gift of giving an exciting and fun event! There were
many smiling and happy faces as they wrapped gifts for family and friends.
The generosity of students, staff, parents, and volunteers is greatly appreciated! Thanks for all
your help this season!

Apparently we will begetting 3 students! They ard

Families can make a big difference so let’s team together and help our children be successful
learners! Our goal is to ensure that every student attends school regularly.
School attendance is vital to your child’s education! Attending school has a huge impact on a
student’s academic success starting in kindergarten and continuing through high school. Even as
children grow older and more independent, families play a key role in making sure students get to
school safely every day and understand why attendance is so important for success in school and
in life.

Research shows (Source: Attendance Works): Missing 10 percent of the school year, or about
18 days in most school districts, negatively affects a students academic performance. That’s
just two days a month and is known as chronic absence!
If children don’t show up for school regularly, they miss out on fundamental reading and math
skills and the chance to build a habit of good attendance that will carry them into college and
careers. Data has shown that children whom are chronically absent in kindergarten and first
grade were far less likely to read proficiently at the end of third grade.

We don’t want your child to fall behind in school and get discouraged. Please ensure that your
child attends school every day and arrives on time! Here are a few practical tips to help
support regular attendance:
• Make sure to keep a regular bed time.
• Establish a morning routine and layout clothes, backpacks, and other needs the night
before.
• Ensure your children come to school everyday unless sick with a fever or vomiting.
• Avoid scheduling vacations or doctors appointments when school is in session. Instead
schedule them in the early morning and/or late afternoon!
• Talk to teachers and counselors for advice if you or your children feel anxious about
going to school.
• Develop back up plans for getting to school if something comes up! Call on a family
member, neighbor, or another parent to take your child to school!

North Woods Nutri-Notes
Please remind your children that if they are taking a school made lunch, they are required to
have at least ½c. of fruit or veggie on their tray. We offer a variety of vegetables daily on
our fresh garden bar, including but not limited to: lettuce, carrots, green and red pepper strips
and cucumbers. We offer three fruit choices each day, and the children can also ask for
applesauce or craisins if there are dietary restrictions requiring them to do so. Our goal is to
provide healthy meals to each child that comes into the kitchen here at Northwoods, so trying
new fruits and veggies can be something you can go over on the menu with them at home and
help their decision making a little easier the next day. Tests have shown that a child needs to
try a new food at least 12 times before deciding if they like it or not. Also as a friendly
reminder, if your child brings a lunch from home and still wishes to purchase a milk here, the
cost is $.50.
Looking forward to a great new year with your kiddos!

Kinsey Gibbs
Assistant Nutrition Manager, Northwoods Elementary

https://schools.mealviewer.com/school/NorthWoods

Title Tips - January 2018
Reading Aloud:
Why Is It So Important?
When your child becomes a more independent reader, we often let him or her read on their
own and stop reading aloud as often. It is understandable since we want them to practice reading
alone and independently but it’s important to remember that reading aloud is important for children
of all ages. Even adults enjoy listening to books read aloud on tape. Take turns each night deciding
who will read. When you read aloud to your child you are giving them time to sit and think about
what they are listening to without the pressure of sounding out words or making sure they are
reading smoothly. Listening to books read aloud also allows children to hear new words they may
have difficulty reading on their own. If you want your child involved while you read aloud, be sure
to track print and tell them you want to see them watching while you read. Don’t forget to ask
questions before, during and after reading too!

IB NEWS
In January, as a school we are focusing on being open-minded.
IB’s definition of open-minded is:
•

“We critically appreciate our own cultures and personal histories, as well as the values and
traditions of others. We seek and evaluate a range of point of views, and we are willing to
grow from the experience.”

Please ask your child to explain what they have learned about the learner profile attributes.
Thanks to all the parents and students who attended our 2nd grade and kindergarten IB Expo nights in
December! Also thanks to those who completed the IB expo survey to provide us with feedback from
our events. We enjoyed showcasing our IB learning!
Upcoming IB events:
Jan. 10th - 3rd grade IB showcase night from 5:30-6:30
• Please join us for a meal and student presentations of their learning
Jan. 24th - Kinder prep (4K) IB showcase night from 5:30-6:30
• Please join us for a meal and student presentations of their learning
North Woods Action
Kids taking Action:
• 2nd graders in Mrs. Scriver’s class took action by reminding their parents about their upcoming IB
expo night.
• 3rd grade students are taking action by being good citizens. Students are holding the door for
people, picking up trash, and helping others.
• 1st grade students are learning about rights and responsibilities...what happens if your right is taken
away? How can we generate change? We will be creating breakfast-to-go bags for the warming
house in La Crosse. To help with this effort, students are writing letters to local businesses asking
for donations.

Preschool IB Update

How We Express Ourselves
During November and December, the preschool students completed the IB unit of How We Express
Ourselves. The central idea of this unit was: People express themselves in different ways for different
reasons. The four lines of inquiry include: Express thoughts and ideas in multiple ways, recognize emotions
in ourselves and others, regulate my own emotions, and exhibit respectful and responsible behavior in a
variety of environments. We read many stories about different emotions, learned about different scenarios
with different emotions and learned a variety of ways to regulate our emotions. The questions that drove
the inquiries included: What clues do you see to know how they are feeling? What could you do to help?
What can you do to calm down? During this unit, the key concepts that we focused on include:
Perspective- how would you feel if___? , Connection- what made you feel the same way?, and
responsibility- What can you do to help? What can you do to calm down?
We created many class books about our feelings, created different emojis with playdough, and played
feelings games. They were assessed by observations and responding to the question what makes you
feel____? while looking at a variety of photographs.

Kindergarten IB Update

Who We are
Kindergarten completed the unit, Who We Are during September and October . Kindergarteners learned
that understanding identity helps us learn about how people are the same and different. The lines of inquiry that
we used included Personal identity: physical, social, personal characteristics, People & Responsibilities, and
Similarities and Differences. A few questions that drove our inquiry were: Who are you? Why are you special?
How are you a good friend? How do people show they love others? What are your jobs at home and school?
Why are they important? How are people alike and different? Do you think we should all look the same?
Kindergarteners answered these questions by reading and discussing books, adding photographs to our blocks
center, opening our “house” dramatic play center, playing cooperative games, and creating their own books, a
family wall ,and drawings/paintings. Kindergarteners used their communications skills to draw, write and speak
about ways they were alike and different from others. They practiced Transdisciplinary Skills of Social Skills and
Communication Skills through these activities, and focused on the attributes of being Caring, Principled,
Balanced, Risk-Takers, Communicators and inquires. Their final assessment was to draw a picture of themselves,
their families, and something that they liked. They described the elements of their drawing to their teachers.
Children also chose two picture blocks (blocks with childrens’ photos) and described how the two children were
alike and different.

First Grade IB Update

Who We are
Throughout the unit of Who We Are students were guided towards three lines of inquiry. To start, we
studied what it means to be responsible. Student work demonstrated understanding that part of being a human
means we have responsibilities by identifying jobs they have at home and at school. One responsibility was that
we need to develop a safety plan for home including drawing a map of our home. We then moved into how
consequences affect actions and students decided to complete a project on how we can track the positive ways
our actions affect others. They developed the “Smile Project.” Students used their artistic abilities to draw
smiles. After doing a caring action, students passed a smile. We once again incorporated our map standards by
tracking the smiles as they were recorded on our website by others. Lastly, students researched how
perspective influences choices. Research was done by students on how school looks around the world and how
others view school. We compared a school day in our life to someone who lives in another country. Within these
three main inquiries, students demonstrated ways they can be global thinkers, open-minded, caring,
communicators and inquirers. We used both pre and post-assessments before each line of inquiry to gauge
student understanding. Math is taught as a stand-alone subject.

Second Grade IB Update

Who We Are
This was an inquiry into the nature of self, more specifically how beliefs inspire traditions. We had
four lines of inquiry: traditions, beliefs and values, patterns and relationships. We created a primary source
about our life (SS.Hist4.c.e). We explored traditions within our own classroom culture and identified
patterns within each child’s tradition.
Also, during this time we focused on the learner profile attributes: risk-taker and inquirer. We learned that a
risk-taker is able to take on new challenges with confidence and determination. They work both
independently and cooperatively. We also learned that inquirers ask questions and are excited about
learning new things.
You will see evidence of this learning through our video, student work and conversations with your
child. We hope you enjoy learning with your child.

Third Grade IB Update

Who We Are
During the first weeks of the school year, third grade students completed their first International
Baccalaureate unit titled Who We Are: Citizenship. This unit consisted of various social studies, reading, writing, and
health standards. For social studies, the standards related to the rights and responsibilities of citizens, why laws and
rules exist, how laws and rules keep us safe (health), civic institutions, and more. While learning about citizenship, we
read many biographies and explored how the citizens in the biographies either did or did not have rights and how they
either did or did not fulfill their responsibilities. Throughout the completion of this unit, the students also completed the
district informational writing process paper. Students self-selected a citizen, engaged in research about him or her,
and wrote various paragraphs about the citizen. In the writing piece, students sequenced key events in the citizen’s
life, shared of where their person was a citizen, explained which rights and responsibilities shaped the person’s life,
and described how he or she interacted with various civic institutions. The third grade teachers are proud of the third
graders for all of their hard work in this unit and for how they are taking what they learned in this unit outside of the
classroom and showing good citizenship in the school and community!

Fourth/Fifth Grade IB Update

Where we are in place & Time
Our unit of inquiry is Where we are in Place and Time with a specific focus on the transdisciplinary
component of relationship and the interconnectedness of individuals and civilizations, from local and global
perspectives. Within this unit Social Studies, Science, and Language Arts standards are fully integrated and
assessed. The central idea of this IB unit is how change in the physical world influences and shapes modern
organizations and structures. Students will focus on the learner profile attributes of being reflective,
knowledgeable and a thinker. We will also embed many approaches to learning throughout the unit; within
communication skills we will focus on viewing; within thinking skills we will focus on analysis; within research skills
we focus on collecting, organizing and recording data; and finally within self management we will focus on
evaluation of time management. Within this unit there are four lines of inquiry. One line of inquiry is changes in
physical landscapes over time in which we focus on the study of weather patterns and the effects of erosion on
land. Another line of inquiry had us exploring the movement of populations with a more specific focus on the
transportation systems people use and how these are influenced by landscapes. In our third line of inquiry we
focus on the human systems that affect geography and focused on political maps and map skills. The final line
of inquiry for this unit is focused on how the change affects living systems. The key concepts of change and
form drive the inquiries within this transdisciplinary unit and movement, characteristics and development are a
few of our related concepts. The summative assessment task to evaluate our central idea has our students
creating a map of an imaginary island to start a new life. Within the assessment they are referring to the physical
characteristics of the place and creating systems for survival. Components of each of the lines of inquiry are
embedded in the requirements of this assessment.

Home to School Connections!
Home to School connections are great reads for families! These articles are now located on
our school webpage, by visiting our home page, clicking “school documents” on the left side
bar, and under Home to School, are different articles!
Link: https://www.lacrosseschools.org/northwoods-international/student-life/schooldocuments/
Our featured article this month is the Engineer That! This article is located towards the end
of this newsletter and is also located on the webpage.

Tuesday, January 15th, North Woods International will be hosting author Rick Chrustowski!
Rick will give four presentations during the school day and one for families in the evening.
Title I, in conjunction with our After School Program, will host the evening program,
which will include a meal followed by a presentation from the author.
Watch for an invitation to be sent home with your child.
Please RSVP by January 8th.
Hope to see you there!

Carnival of Engineering: December 4th
Carnival of Engineering is a program offered by the Minnesota Science Museum travelling
educators. Educators gave presentations and lead students through engineering tasks. During the day third
through fifth grade students participated in sessions for “Engineering Super Structures”. Each grade was
divided into groups and those groups of students used teamwork to construct towers built for strength and
stability. Each group’s structure was then tested with three and five pound stuffed animals to establish
success. Most passed the test but for those that failed, students had ideas about how they would correct
their super structures if they were to try again. It was a great afternoon of exploration and teamwork!

Carnival of Engineering continued into the evening and Title I and the After School Program hosted over
120 people for dinner along with an engineering presentation and activities. Families learned how engineers
go about their work, and then tried some hands on engineering. Families tried launching flying frogs to land
on lilypads, sliding animals using various “sleds”, and “flinking” a cork using different weights. Everyone
enjoyed the hands on participation of the program. Title I and the After School Program would like to thank
all families who attended, making “Engineering Night” a success!

