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OCTOBER 2020 NEWSLETTER    

Dear North Woods International Families, 
 
It seems hard to believe that we have already been back to school for a whole month and that it is now 
officially fall. The air is crisp in the mornings and it's almost time for the gardens to be done for the 
year. Despite the fact that many of the hallmarks of fall won't be possible this year, we are still pushing 
ahead at North Woods with new projects and initiatives to continue our journey of educational 
excellence.  
 
First, I want to extend a thanks to all the families who are on this crazy pandemic journey with us. You 
have been asked to support your children in ways that you may never have had to support them 
before--all while retaining your usual responsibilities. We know it has been hard. But I want you to know 
that there are such incredibly positive and inspiring things coming out of this chaotic time. Parents and 
teachers have been working together in ways and through means we have never considered. People 
are problem solving in such creative ways and we are modeling perseverance, grit and resilience for 
our kids.  
 
And to our teachers: The energy, creativity, work ethic and expertise you have shown while trying to 
navigate new technology and new ways of learning is nothing short of incredible. I wish people could 
see all the preparation and sleepless nights you are spending continuing to provide our students with a 
top notch education. All while balancing your own responsibilities, fears and concerns around our 
current pandemic.  
 
We are pushing ahead! We will have a redone outdoor classroom, two new GROW gardens, two 
shaded areas in our playgrounds and a brand new eco-scape playground for our littlest learners. We 
are working hard to educate ourselves on equity and trauma and build systems that help each of our 
students reach their fullest potential. We are busy preparing for a virtual visit and audit in November of 
our International Baccalaureate Program in the hopes of becoming an official IB school by the new 
year. Our work may look different, but we are certainly not resting on our laurels.  
 
Thank you for your words of encouragement to our staff, your support of our kids, and your 
willingness to do what it takes to help us continue to do great things here. We may be apart, but our 
North Woods family is stronger than ever! 
 
  
Be well,   
Keri Holter 
North Woods International Principal 
 



 
  

 
 
       
     
 

The School District of La Crosse takes pride in 
hiring only highly qualified teachers. This means they 
all are fully trained, certified, and often experienced 
in the position they teach. Our faculty consistently 

has a high percentage of advanced degrees, and we 
do a good job of retaining some of the top staff in 

the state and the nation. Life events, such as 
retirement, childbirth, or illness, sometimes cause a 
need for a long- term substitute teacher. When this 

happens we always make every effort to hire a 
highly qualified substitute. All are certified teachers 
and most are licensed in the area in which they are 
substituting. In rare cases it may be impossible to 

find a teacher with a particular certification, such as 
special education. This may result in the district 

asking the Wisconsin Department of Public 
Instruction for an emergency license for such a 

teacher. If you ever have any questions about the 
certification of any of our staff, please call Keri 
Holter, Principal of North Woods International 

School. 
  
 

 
 
  

 
October 5th-9th: Fire Prevention Week!  
October 12th: Parent Teacher Conferences 
(Virtual) NO SCHOOL DAY  
October 15th: School Day, Parent Teacher 
conferences in evening (4pm-8pm) 
October 21st: Unity Day! Wear Orange! 
 
 

Title I is a federally funded education program in the United States. It provides children with 
additional help in the areas of reading and math. The federal government, through the 
Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction, provides funds to local school districts for the 
operation of Title I programs. 
 
Title l services at North Woods International are school-wide.  Children are selected to 
participate in the Title I program through testing results, classroom performance, and teacher 
recommendations. These groups may be called RtI, Intervention, or WIN groups in the 
classroom.  The Title l teacher reteaches concepts from the classroom setting when needed. 
These groups are smaller and encourage targeted learning.  Throughout the year, the groups 
may change and your child may be part of one of these groups.  Our main goal is to help 
students master their learning.  
 
If you have any questions or concerns please contact:  
 Mrs. Sara DePaolo, Title l Teacher 
(608) 789-6435  jschams@lacrossesd.org 
 
 
 

 

 
Please join us in welcoming our long-term 

guest teacher for the North Woods Library, 
Rachel Aspenson! Ms. Aspenson has joined us 
at North Woods in the past, and we are very 

excited to have her back! 

The answer key for the National School Lunch 
Week Word Scramble & Crossword puzzle can 
be found on the last page of this newsletter! The 
activities were mailed home to all North Woods 

Students! 

mailto:jschams@lacrossesd.org


 

  

 
  

 
Students will be learning about the Learner Profile attributes as part of our IB journey.  As 
they inquire and work through their units they will practice these attributes in their 
classroom.  The goal for our students is that by the time they leave North Woods, these 
attributes would be instilled in them and they would be able to exhibit these attributes 
throughout their lives.  As a whole school, we will be focusing on one attribute a month except 
in October we will have two. 

Attribute of the Month: 
September - Caring 

October - Inquirers and Communicators 
November - Risk-Takers 
December - Principled 
January - Open-minded 

February- Balanced 
March - Thinkers 

April - Knowledgeable 
May – Reflective 

 
Upcoming IB Events: 
November 16-17th: International Baccalaureate Virtual Authorization Visit 
 
IB Expo Nights! More details to come! These expo nights may be virtual. 

Prek (Kinder-prep): January 12th 
Kindergarten: January 21st 
First Grade: February 4th 
Second Grade: March 16th 
Third Grade: February 16th 
Fourth Grade: March 25th 

Fifth Grade Exhibition: May 20th 
 
 

 



 
 
  

   
 
 
 

 

 



 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
Is it your birthday during virtual 
learning? Be on the look out for 
your birthday card in the mail! 
Ms. Kelsie loves to celebrate 
birthdays with a special birthday 
prize!  

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Title Tips – September & October 2020 
 
How to Help your child become a Successful Reader 
 

• Set up a reading routine 
o Setup a specific time each day for reading books 

• Read at home! 
o Provide them with a time to enjoy books daily 

• Create a special reading spot or space for your child to read in 
• Be a good reading partner 

o Encourage your child 
o Be patient 
o Ask questions 

• Provide them with a variety of books 
o Fiction 
o Non-fiction 
o Picture books 
o Chapter books 
o Silly stories 

• Be a reading role model 
• Set a reading goal 

o Read 15-20 minutes daily 
• Have a positive attitude 

 
Need help deciding what books are a good fit for your child? Reach out to your child’s 

teacher or contact your local library! 



 
 
 
  



  



 
 
  

 



 
 
 
  

Positive Behavioral Interventions & Supports (PBIS) is an effective approach to reinforce positive 
behavior using school-wide expectations! These expectations follow the IB (International Baccalaureate) 

attributes. When staff acknowledge student’s positive behavior, they will categorize the behavior as: 
Principled (Responsible), Caring (Respectful), or Balanced (Safe).  Another example is that your child will 
be learning and practicing the 10 Attributes throughout the school year.  The IB learner profile attribute 
(trait) of the month is caring.  IB describes a caring person in the following way:  They show empathy, 

compassion and respect towards the needs and feelings of others.  They have a personal commitment to 
service and act to make a positive difference to the lives of others and to the environment.  We will 

continue the journey of merging our current PBIS model with IB Education and keep you posted with 
monthly updates.  If you have any questions, ask your child and their teacher.  Keeping families 

connected is our goal! 
 
 

Notes from the Kitchen! 
Welcome back Northwoods friends and families! We hope you had a great summer! While we are virtual, we 
hope families are taking advantage of the free breakfast & lunches each day! Parents receive an email each 
week to fill out a google form to order lunches throughout the week. Meals can be picked up at any location 
if North Woods is not convenient for you! Below are the locations and times for meal pick up. Until 
December, all students will receive free lunch & breakfast! Make sure you take advantage of this program! 
We are looking forward to a great year with your most cherished possessions in our care, 

      Ms. Kinsey 
      Assistant Nutrition Manager 
 
 Friendly cafeteria reminder! When we return 
to school, please take the following into 
consideration: 

1. How to open any and all things in their 
lunch box(Lunchables, Go-Gurt, 
Capri-Sun etc) There is limited staff in 
the cafeteria and if  your child can’t 
get their lunch open, they spend a 
majority of their lunch time with their 
hand raised to get help, and often may 
not finish lunch on time. 

2. A milk may be purchased if the child 
has money in their account, or they 
can bring $0.50 

3. If you would like to put a limit on the 
amount of “extra” food purchased, 
you can log in to your skyward family 
account and do so. (Sometimes kids 
would like a second milk, juice or 
entree and that is an additional charge 
to their lunch account) 

 



 
 
 
  



 
  



 


