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DECEMBER 2020 NEWSLETTER
Dear North Woods families,
We're to the last month of 2020! This year has been such a roller coaster; I hope 2021 brings
fewer challenges and more peace. That being said, we have so much to be thankful for. Here
are a few things I am celebrating:
•I

am thrilled to have been hired to represent an amazing school with such welcoming staff
and students.
• We have a newly painted outdoor classroom that is just waiting to create a fun learning
environment for students.
• A new GROW garden complex has been built that (along with our already fabulous school
gardens) will help us learn about culture, expanding our food knowledge and learning
about where food comes from.
• We have fundraised enough money to allow us to build brand new picnic tables next
spring (with students we hope!) to provide even more outdoor classroom options.
• Spring will find two new shade complexes for our students and staff to rest under and
conduct class.
• We have amazing new staff members who have fit right in to our North Woods
International culture of inclusion and excellence. Thank you Jeff Wittrock (4th/5th),
Jenna Euler (nurse), and Taygen Viegut (interpreter) for choosing us!
• Our parent group TEAM has conducted two very successful fundraisers where we have
been able to support both local business AND North Woods. Remember to put
December 15 from 4-8 p.m. on your calendars to support our cause.
• We have a brand new International Baccalaureate mural waiting to go up. We can't wait
to unveil it! Not to mention finding out in the next couple of months the results of our
all-school audit to determine if we will be an official IB school.
• The emails and phone calls and other positive messages we have received for our staff
to make them smile.
It can be easy to think of the things we have lost since we parted ways in March due to COVID.
However, the excitement, creativity and learning that is going on every day here at North
Woods keeps me hopeful and looking toward an amazing 2021. From our family to yours have
a great holiday season and happy New Year!
-Keri Holter
North Woods International Principal

Fri. Dec. 4th: Early Release (1:15pm)
Tues Dec 15th: Panera Fundraiser! 4pm-8pm
Dec. 23rd-Jan. 1, 2021:
No School Winter Break

Winter weather is upon us! Be sure to send your
child to school with warm coats, mittens, hats,
scarves and boots when we return back to
school! Students without boots and snow pants
will have to play on the black top! The lost and
found also overflows during this time of the
year. To avoid lost items, please mark your
child’s initials in their winter weather wear.

Mon. Jan 4th: School resumes! (Virtual)
Fri. Jan 15th: End of 2nd Quarter (1st
Semester)
Mon. Jan 18th & Tues. Jan 19th: No School
Fri. Feb. 12th: No School
Mon. Feb. 15th: No School
Mon. Mar. 8th: Parent Teacher
Conferences NO SCHOOL
Thurs. Mar. 11th: 4pm-8pm Parent Teacher
Conferences (normal school day)

We go outside to play at recess as long as the
temperature is above 0 degrees Fahrenheit and
when the wind-chill is above -5 degrees.
We do not go outside if it is below 0 and the
wind chill is -5 or below!
Need assistance with winter items for your
child(ren)? Please reach out to the office! We
would be glad to assist!

Holiday Meal Packs from School Nutrition
Interested in meals over the holiday break? Pre-order is required! Check the email from School
Nutrition for more information regarding ordering.
:

Holiday Meal Packs
Pre-Order Required (Order by contacting school nutrition: 608-789-5880)
Logan High & Central High Schools Pick Up Sites Only 4:00 pm - 6:00 pm
December 23 (7 Day Holiday Meal Pack)
December 30 (4 Day Holiday Meal Pack)
IMPORTANT REMINDERS
Please meet the bus at the curb for delivered meals
(Staff will not be leaving buses during winter)
Please wear your face mask when picking up meals
All meals continue to be free to children 18 yrs. and under
USDA Is An Equal Opportunity Provider, Employer and Lender

North Woods International Celebrated Veterans Day for our community
day celebration! Grandpa Al, our beloved volunteer at North Woods,
hosted our morning announcements and gave students ideas on how to
thank a veteran & show appreciation!
To check out his video, click the link below!

Thank you Veterans!

The Kindergarten Playground Eco-scape Renovation is complete!
This summer, our wonderful staff and parent volunteers helped complete our new
kindergarten playground with the guidance from Coulee Region EcoScapes! The
funding for this project was made possible by a generous donation from Trust Point
who made a matching donation of $6,000. The other half of the renovation cost was
from North Woods TEAM as well as last springs, “Pints For Playground” event at
Pearl Street Brewery! Thank you everyone for your hard work!

Picnic Tables & Outdoor Seating!
Great things are happening at North Woods! Currently our staff is
working on gathering funds and materials to build picnic tables for our
outdoor spaces! These picnic tables will be very useful during our time
socially distanced as well as in the future for lunch spots, outdoor
classrooms and more!
Shout-out’s to…Nora Berken for leading the charge (NW TA), Josh
Hein for helping with construction, North Woods TEAM, and various
donations from families & La Crosse businesses!
The school forest at North Woods is
getting some much needed TLC!
We’ve been busy removing invasive
and non native species, like
bittersweet, honeysuckle, and
buckthorn. Along with some serious
erosion prevention projects, we have
rerouted some trails and cleaned up
brush. Lastly, there are now a few
obstacles for whole body learning
experiences, and some place-based
education ideas underway!
We are SO excited to share these
spaces with our community!

An unbelievable project is underway to create a colorful,
exciting learning space in a place that had poor drainage and
was dingy before. Thank you to so many people for making this
happen--our amazing Building and Grounds crew, Sherwin
Williams for their consultation, teachers, teacher assistants,
students, and our amazing Mr. Hein for the great idea.

IB News:
In December, as a school we are focusing on being principled.
IB’s definition of Principled is:
•

“We act with integrity and honesty, with a strong sense of fairness and justice, and
with respect for the dignity and rights of people everywhere. We take
responsibility for our actions and their consequences.”,

Please ask your child to explain what they have learned about the learner profile attributes.

Exciting News:
We just completed our IB authorization visit on November 16-17. We received a lot of positive
feedback from our evaluators. Now we wait for the final report from IB which takes about 34 months. So hopefully by February or March we will know if we have been accepted as an
official IB school.
Inquiry plays an important role in IB learning. Why is Inquiry important?
Inquiry allows students to act upon their natural curiosity to explore, wonder, question, make
connections, and solve problems in the world around them.

Title Tips: December 2020
Reading Aloud:
Why Is It So Important?
When your child becomes a more independent reader, we often let him or her read
on their own and stop reading aloud as often. It is understandable since we want
them to practice reading alone and independently but it’s important to remember that
reading aloud is important for children of all ages. Even adults enjoy listening to
books read aloud on tape. Take turns each night deciding who will read. When you
read aloud to your child you are giving them time to sit and think about what they
are listening to without the pressure of sounding out words or making sure they are
reading smoothly. Listening to books read aloud also allows children to hear new
words they may have difficulty reading on their own. If you want your child
involved while you read aloud, be sure to track print and tell them you want to see
them watching while you read. Don’t forget to ask questions before, during and
after reading too!

As part of our Where We Are in Place
and Time unit, students researched a
natural disaster that interested them.
After writing an informational paragraph
about their learning, students turned their
understanding into a personal story
pretending to survive the natural disaster
and finally shared it on Zoom with digital
backgrounds!
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Great job 4 & 5 Graders!

Special thanks to our health assistant, Jen Towner,
who is also an amazing photographer!

