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DECEMBER 2020 & JANUARY 2021 NEWSLETTER
Looking forward, looking back
As I reflect on my first (almost) semester at North Woods International, I'm thrilled at the progress we have
made despite the challenges this year has posed. We definitely haven't been resting on our laurels when it
comes to pushing forward for continuous improvement. Virtual learning has provided challenges but such
amazing opportunities. Our teachers rose to the challenge and now have technology skills for engagement
that they can apply far into the future. In terms of instructional and engagement strategies, we have all grown
so much.
We went through our International Baccalaureate audit and are anxiously awaiting our results to see if we
have met the expectations of being an official IB school. When I first was learning about North Woods
International, I read the following: "The IB aspires to help schools develop well-rounded students with
character who respond to challenges with optimism and an open mind, are confident in their own identities,
make ethical decisions, join with others in celebrating our common humanity and are prepared to apply what
they learn in real-world, complex and unpredictable situations." Isn't that exactly the description of what we all
hope education will be? We'll still be holding IB Expos as we have in the past, although they will be virtual this
year. We're excited to show you what our students can do.
In the meantime, we've also kept achievement as a focus. Our teachers have been assessing students and
providing small group interventions to meet needs and increase skills. Our opportunities to continue this work
will only increase as we come back face-to-face. We have continued to work on how to challenge our
students who are excelling and creating individualized plans to meet their needs as well.
Behind the scenes, one thing our staff has been working hard on is equity. Our professional development has
been focused on understanding issues including microagressions, white privilege, understanding the Black
Lives Matter movement, and how to participate respectfully in conversations about race. We have met with
our Hmong Cultural Liaison and the Black Student Leaders Group--understanding that it is not their job to
educate us, but appreciating their graciousness in helping us move forward. We have worked with local
equity leader and mental health professional Walfsty Pierre to learn more about equity and mental health in
our students, and I am currently serving on the family engagement committee for the district. We have so
much work to do, and we're excited to bring all of you into that work. We have plans to move forward with
some exciting activities and opportunities for engagement in 2021.
Education is hard work, but it is the best work. There is much to celebrate looking back and even more to
look forward to looking forward. Enjoy the time with your students and we'll see you next year!

-Keri Holter
North Woods International Principal

Dec. 23rd-Jan. 1, 2021:
No School Winter Break
4th:

Mon. Jan
School resumes! (Virtual)
Fri. Jan 15th: End of 2nd Quarter (1st
Semester)

Please continue to check your
email for updates and information
about our return to school!

When we return to school, it is important for
students to bring winter gear! Please make
sure to send your child to school with warm
coats, mittens, hats, scarves and boots! Please
label all winter items.
The School District of La Crosse cold weather
policy states children can be outdoors when
the temperature is 0 or above and when the
wind chill is -5 or above.
We follow these guidelines when deciding if
recess is indoor or outside. Children need to
be prepared for cold temperatures and being
safe in cold weather!

Need to register
your child for 4K
Preschool for the
2021-22 school
year? Head to the
La Crosse School
District Website for
more information!

Fun things happening
at North Woods

https://www.n
ews8000.com
/masksinspired-byculture-ahobbyturned-into-abusiness/

Interested in a Hmong face mask?
Contact: hdeyoung@lacrossesd.org

PBIS CORNER-ROUTINES OVER HOLIDAY BREAK!
It’s that time of year! With winter break in full swing, it is important to keep routines at home. This will help with
the transition back to school after the new year. Here are a few tips for a smooth transition back to virtual
learning1








Make Sleeping and eating a priority!
o Sticking to a consistent eating and sleeping schedule makes it less likely for kids to have a meltdown!
o Pack cozy pajamas when headed to a holiday party to change into before leaving!
o Remember breakfast!!
Speak up and be honest with family
o Family members whom you don’t usually see often may not be aware of your routines and rules. Be
sure to explain these to your family members.
o Try to use language such as “in our house we…” to help set boundaries with family members and
friends.
Stay on top of screen time limits
o Unplug! Kids can become night owls and/or not get enough sleep which can make returning to
school challenging.
Read!!
o Not only with your child, but take time to scan what is in your child’s folder from school.
Enjoy the moment!

Happy Holiday’s from your North Woods International PBIS Team!
These tips and tricks were found below! Click for more info!
https://www.childrenshealthfund.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/10-Holiday-Tips.pdf
https://discoveries.childrenshospital.org/holidays-during-covid-19/

Bed time routines!!!
Routines start 30 minutes
before lights out!
What needs to get done?
Decide on a few things!
For example:
1. Brush Teeth
2. PJ’s on
3. Read for 10-15
minutes
4. Lights out!
It is best to keep similar
bed times over break to
help with transitions. Here’s
a helpful chart!

Mrs. Pierre (4/5th) & Ms. Justin’s (KG) classes
enjoyed their buddy zoom social time. The
classrooms were able to bond & enjoy a Friday
afternoon together on zoom! Check out their
goofy face picture!

Be on the look out for paw
pals! Teachers will be mailing
students the paw pal they
earned each month!
Is your student doing a great
job with learning? Be sure to
hand out paw pals at home!

Ms. DeYoung’s class celebrating 100 paw pals with stuffies!
We love that families are using our
PBIS language at home!
Daisy received a Principal 200 club
for being a risk taker! How awesome
is that!
Great job Daisy the dog!

Title Tips-January 2021
Why are sight words so important? Sight words are words that don’t typically follow a phonics pattern therefore;
they can’t be “sounded out”. Sight words are words we must know from memory. If your child has a large repertoire of
sight word knowledge their overall reading fluency will improve, which will in turn improve overall comprehension. There
are many different ways to learn sight words, here are a few ideas! If you’d like a list of appropriate sight words for
your child don’t hesitate to ask your child’s teacher.


Here are some ways to practice sight words at home:



1) Fridge Flash: Tape sight words to • the refrigerator, read them every time you are in the kitchen.
2) Stamp Them: Use alphabet stamps to stamp out sight words, then read them.
3) Magnetic Letters: Use magnetic • letters to spell sight words on the refrigerator or any magnetic
surface, then read them.
4) Popsicle Words: Write sight words on popsicle sticks. Pull sticks out of a can, see
how many you can read.
5) Finger paint: Pour some finger paint on a plate. Use your finger (or have your child use theirs) to
write the sight word and have your child read it.
6) Snowball Fight: Crumple sight word cards into a ball. Have a snowball fight! Pick up snowballs and
see how many you can read!
7) Chalk Words: Write sight words with chalk on the driveway. Have your student hop from word to
word, reading them aloud.
8) Word Swat: Put sight word cards on a table, call out a word and have your student swat it with a
fly swatter or slap it with their hand

IB NEWS
In January, as a school we are focusing on being open-minded.
IB’s definition of open-minded is:


“We critically appreciate our own cultures and personal histories, as well as the
values and traditions of others. We seek and evaluate a range of point of views,
and we are willing to grow from the experience.”

Please ask your child to explain what they have learned about the learner profile attributes.

Upcoming IB events:
IB expo nights- Dates to be determined –Virtual

