NORTH WOODS INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL
N2541 Sablewood Road La Crosse, WI 54601
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Keri Holter
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Dear North Woods Families,
The weather is beautiful, our snow gear is (hopefully) put away for the year, and plants are
springing up in our gardens. Our students have been working with the GROW organization to
learn in hands-on ways where their food comes from. Teachers have been taking advantage of
the great weather and outdoor spaces to engage students in learning.
This month, we also are celebrating Teacher Appreciation Week with the help of TEAM, our
parent organization. We have a number of celebrations and treats for our staff to thank them
for their hard work. This celebration always makes me think back on the teachers who have
positively affected me throughout my years of schooling. The very best of them challenged me,
cared for me and encouraged me to pursue the things I was passionate about. They were
there to support me when things didn't go my way and cheered me on when they did.
I see this happening at North Woods every day. We are going to be celebrating our students
earning 2,858 Paw Pals in the month of April alone, with a carnival style lunch outside on
Friday. Our staff have also given out over 200 Principal 200 Awards for students who have
gone above and beyond in our learner profile attributes of being open minded, principled,
reflective, inquirers, knowledgeable, caring, balanced, risk-takers, communicators and thinkers.
This month I'd like to challenge you to reach out to an educator--whether it's a past teacher of
yours or your child's, a friend who is in education, or a current teacher you or your child has,
to acknowledge a positive aspect of their work. You wouldn't believe what the simplest
compliment can do to brighten someone's day. In fact, my REAL challenge is not to just do this
for Teacher Appreciation Week but all-year long!

In Partnership,
Keri Holter
North Woods International Principal

Fri. May 28th: Outdoor Fun Day
Mon. May 31st: NO SCHOOL
Tues. June 1st: iPad Hand-in
Thurs. June 3rd: Last Day! 12:15 Dismissal
Wednesday August 25th OPEN HOUSE!
5:30-7:00pm

North Woods in the news! Check it out!
https://www.wiproud.com/news/localnews/north-wood-int-offering-ib-program/

Summer school information
has been sent out to families.
For any questions regarding
summer school, please
contact the summer school
office at 608-789-8955

Preschool Registration for the 2021-22 school year has begun! For information regarding
registering for preschool, please contact 608-789-7006. Visit
https://www.lacrosseschools.org/programs-services/4-year-old-preschool/ for more
information!

Do you need to register your child for kindergarten next year? Is North Woods International your
boundary school? Head on over to Hogan Administrative Center (807 East Ave S, La Crosse WI
54601) or visit https://www.lacrosseschools.org/overview/enrollment/
The registrar will be able to help answer questions and get your student set for success for the
2021-2022 school year!
Is North Woods International not your neighborhood school? Please contact the Choice and
Charter department at choiceandcharter@lacrossesd.org or call the North Woods office at 608789-6401.
Choice applications (Intradistrict Transfers) will be accepted February 1st-April 30th for the 202122 school year. Space is limited! Apply soon! https://www.lacrosseschools.org/parents/intradistricttransfers/

If your child is not enrolled in the School District of La Crosse Preschool Program, you can begin
the enrollment process for kindergarten either online or at the Hogan Admin Center. Birth
Certificate and Proof of Residency in the district will be required. Your address determines your
boundary school. For questions regarding kindergarten registration contact, 608-789-7651 and/or
608-789-7756. Kindergarteners must be 5 years of age on or before September 1st.

Ilyas was a risk-taker
by reading a book
about his culture to the
class. He taught them all
about his culture and
answered their
questions!
-Ms. Oligney

Third party orders won’t be counted towards the fundraiser. Be sure to order through the
Crooked Pint website if ordering online!

GROW Garden!
Our students
went to the
garden to learn
more about how
plants get their
energy and search
for bugs in the
soil!
Kindergarten had fun
searching for creatures
in the GROW gardens &
pulling weeds!

First graders
have been
learning about
how to
communicate
with light and
sound during
their “How
express
ourselves” unit

Mr. Wittrock's class met with
Tyree Guyton over Zoom to
discuss his work as an artist. Mr.
Guyton is famous for using trash
as art to improve the conditions
of his childhood neighborhood on
Heidelberg Street in Detroit. His
story was featured in the book
"Magic Trash" which the class
read as part of their How We
Express Ourselves unit of
inquiry. Click here to listen to
"Magic Trash". To learn more
about the Heidelberg Project
check out this website.

First Grade Activities
with Mrs. Brudos’s class!

Students in Ms. Justin’s
class had so much fun
getting the garden beds
ready for planting
during their GROW
lesson. They pulled
weeds, picked out mulch
pieces and dug in the
dirt. They were so
excited when they found
lots of big worms!

Importance of Summer Reading
 According to research, students who do not read over the summer can lose as
much as 22% of their reading level. That means two months of school learning.
 You can prevent this summer reading loss by encouraging your child to read over
summer.
 Try to read something everyday
Summer reading tips and ideas:
 Choose books that look interesting and fun to read.
 Find “just right” books
 Visit the public library.
 Listen to a book at a story time at the library
 Find fun and new places to read - at the park, at the library, under a tree, at the
beach, etc.
 Invite friends over for a reading party
 Read or listen to books while traveling
 Read the book and then watch the movie

In May, as a school, we are focusing on being reflective.
IB’s definition of reflective is:


“We thoughtfully consider the world and our own ideas and experience. We work
to understand our strengths and weaknesses in order to support our learning and
personal development.”

Please ask your child to explain what they have learned about the learner profile attributes.
If you have any questions about IB, feel free to contact your classroom teacher or Mrs.
DePaolo, the IB coordinator at sdepaolo@lacrossesd.org.

Exciting news:
North Woods International has been authorized as an official IB school. We have completed
all the requirements, had our authorization visit virtually this past fall, and have received
positive feedback from our evaluators to help us to continue to grow on our IB journey. A
special thank you to Mrs. Brauer for getting this program starting here at North Woods over
two years ago and to the staff for your hard work and commitment to the IB PYP
program. We have a lot to be proud of. We would also like to thank Trustpoint for their
generous donation to help us start our IB classroom libraries!
THANK YOU...
Thank you to everyone who attended our virtual IB nights in April! We are happy to share our
IB learning with you. We can’t wait until next year when we can hopefully return to in-person
IB expos again.
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& Grade
Talent Show!

Our talent show will be shared on
May 7th! We are so excited to show
off the amazing 4th & 5th grade
students here at North Woods!

Congratulations North Woods!
North Woods students reached
their paw pal goal for the month
of March, earning a popcorn and
movie day!
To make the day extra special,
we had an all school comfy
clothes day!
Great job North Woods!

The nutrition staff at North Woods had the opportunity to get in some
delicious Cara Cara oranges for fruit for a day! If your child takes a
school lunch, ask them how they liked the new fruit. Pictured below are
Mrs. Misch’s second graders being risk takers and trying the new citrus
fruit.
Facts about the Cara Cara Orange
A Cara Cara Orange is the result of the cross-pollination of a
Washington Navel Orange and a Brazilian Bahia Navel Orange.
They’re low in acid – so they aren’t sour like other types of citrus.
A few of the many benefits of Cara Cara Oranges are that they are low
calorie, fat-free, and full of vitamins and minerals. Give yourself a dose
of vitamin A, vitamin C, fiber, potassium, protein, and antioxidants!

Noteworthy Nutrition News from North Woods Kitchen
The USDA has announced free meals (breakfast and lunch) for all children enrolled in
school (virtual and in person) until JUNE 30 2022!
What this means for you: No need to pack a lunch, there will be a variety of healthy
options daily
What we need from you: You may still be asked to fill out a free and reduced form.
This helps with numerous areas in meal planning and federal funds.
We encourage all families to take advantage of the free school meal program while it
lasts.
Any questions, don't hesitate to reach out to Pam Souchek at Hogan School Nutrition
Office 608-789-7625

