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North Woods International Families
At North Woods, we are committed to supporting our students with not only their academic
growth, but their social emotional growth as well. This year we rolled out a program districtwide called Second Step. These lessons are provided by our teachers in a number of
subjects to build skills that are important for a lifetime. I've learned a thing or two myself
watching them!
The four main categories we cover each year in different levels of complexity, based on the
age of the student are:
1. Growth Mindset: It is important for students to understand the power of YET. Instead of
feeling that they can't do hard things, we are trying to instill in them that they can't do it YET.
Through this, we hope to show them that anything is possible with hard work and that natural
ability alone is not what determines your future.
2. Emotion Management: Identifying and labeling emotions is a skill that all of us could use
some extra reminders of. We hope to teach our students to recognize how their emotions
feel so we can help them regulate themselves and calm strong emotions when they appear.
By spending time on this, we will not only have happier, more regulated kids, but more time
for learning.
3. Empathy and Kindness: The first International Baccalaureate attribute we learn about
each year is caring and this is an extension of that learning. Two major skills in this area
include taking another person's perspective to understand them better and also how to build
and maintain healthy relationships.
4. Problem Solving: As students grow, they encounter so many different problems that have
to be successfully navigated to have a happy life. We help them identify the problem, think of
solutions and then put those solutions into play so they can gain independence in their
thinking and ability to handle issues that arise on their own.
Learning comes in many different packages and here at North Woods, our teachers are
doing an outstanding job making sure to care for students and pave the way to making their
dreams come true. If you'd like to learn more about social emotional learning or the Second
Step Program, please reach out anytime to either your student's classroom teacher or
myself.
Keri Holter
North Woods International Principal

Thurs November 11th: Veteran’s Day
November 24,25, 26th: No School!
December 3rd: Early Release (1:15
dismissal)
December 23-December 31st:
No School Winter
Break. Return January 3rd
2022

COVID Testing Information
The La Crosse School District has updates for testing. See
the last two pages of this newsletter for testing information.
Be sure to also check your email regarding the “Test and
Stay” program for close contacts at school.
Below are links to other testing resources:
UW-L Community Testing
https://www.uwlax.edu/info/covid-19/testing/
La Crosse County Health Department Testing Resources
https://lacrossecounty.org/covid19/testing-information

pBIS Corner
We have had a great start to our school year! PBIS has kicked
off with expectation rotations, paw pals and principal 200’s! New
this year we are bringing back our Golden Items and starting
Student of the Month. When you come to North Woods, be sure
to check out our PBIS wall by the main entrance!

Paw Pals
Paw Pals are our universal acknowledgement
system. If students are noticed following
expectations, we utilize Paw Pals! Each month we
have a school goal with a prize! In September, we
earned extra recess. October our goal was 2,100
paw pasl to earn a movie and popcorn. We did it!

Principal
200 club
Congrats to our 60
Principal 200 Club
students!
Have you heard about the
ice cream sundaes?!
Students who earn a P200
club come down when their
row of 10 fills to get their
prize! We celebrate with an
ice cream sundae!
Check out or P200 Wall of
Fame when you visit. Each
month, we add new
pictures.

September
Students
of the
Month
These seven students were the Students on the Month for September.
To treat our amazing students, these students had a culvers luncheon
with Mrs. Holter to celebrate! Great work!
4K: Josephine Collins
KG: Mable-Jean Wood
1st: Chloe Scharpf
2nd: Chiashe Yang
3rd: Maiya Cabanit
4th: Ari Fernholz
5th: Roxx Lebeau

Golden
Items!

Golden Manners
(lunchroom)-Mr. Kryshak’s
room
Golden Etiquette-Ms.
DeYoung’s Room
Golden Boot (Fire Drill
Practice) 4/5th grade hallway

North woods TEAM
Fundraiser Pick-Up
Update!

Golden Trash can
(Cleanest Hallway)
4K 1st & 2nd hallway

Golden Eaters (lunchroom)Mrs. Stevens Room

IB News:
We have now had time to focus on three out of the ten learner profile attributes as a whole school.
November, we will focus our learning on how to be a “risk-taker”. IB’s definition of a Risk-Taker is:


“Approach unfamiliar situations and uncertainty with courage and forethought, and have the
independence of spirit to explore new roles, ideas and strategies. You are brave and articulate
in defending your beliefs.”

Encourage your child to be a risk-taker at home or school.
Ask your child to explain what they have learned about the learner profile attributes.
Attribute of the Month:
September - Caring
October - Inquirers and Communicators
November - Risk-Takers
December - Principled
January - Open-minded
February- Balanced
March - Thinkers
April - Knowledgeable
May - Reflective

Upcoming IB events/Save the dates:
** Please note changes for 3rd grade: Date is now March 29th
**Please note change for 5th Grade: Date is now TBD
January 11th- 4K IB showcase night from 5:306:30
 Please join us for a meal and student
presentations of their learning
 More information will be sent out closer to
the event
Jan. 20th - Kindergarten IB showcase night from
5:30-6:30
 Please join us for a meal and student
presentations of their learning
 More information will be sent out closer to
the event
Feb. 10th - 1st grade IB showcase night from
5:30-6:30
 Please join us for a meal and student
presentations of their learning
 More information will be sent out closer to
the event

Feb. 22nd - 2nd grade IB showcase night from 5:30-6:30
 Please join us for a meal and student presentations
of their learning
 More information will be sent out closer to the
event
March 17th - 4th grade IB showcase night
 Please join us for a meal and student presentations
of their learning
 More information will be sent out closer to the
event
March 29th - 3rd grade IB showcase night from 5:30-6:30
 Please join us for a meal and student presentations
of their learning
 More information will be sent out closer to the
event
April - 5th grade exhibition (date TBD)
 Please join us for a meal and student presentations
of their learning
 More information will be sent out closer to the
event

6. Shaving cream

Word Games

Put shaving cream (or sand/paint) on a plate. Write a
word using your finger. Have your child read it.

1. Guess My Word
Give your child clues to a word you
are thinking of. Ex: It rhymes with…,
It starts with…, It would be used to
describe…, A synonym is…

2.

Beach Ball Words

7. Newspaper words
Give your child a word. Have them use a highlighter
and find it in the newspaper. Highlight it when you find it
and count how many times they found it.

Write words on a beach ball. Toss it to
your child. Have them read the word that is under
their right hand. Toss it back and forth.

3.

Magnetic letters

Make words with magnetic letters on the
refrigerator or any magnetic surface. Give your
child the letters, tell them the word and see if they
can make it.

4.

Give your child a whiteboard and a marker. Call out
a word. Have your child write it/draw a picture for
it/write a sentence (choose which one best fits your
child’s ability) for it and then show it to you.

Sock Game

Put word cards down on the floor. Have
your child stand in their socks. Call out the word
and see how quickly they can step on it!

5.

8. Show and Tell

9. Tic-Tac-Toe
Draw a tic-tac-toe board. Write a word in each box.
Read a word and mark it with an x or an o.

Dot Game

Laminate word cards. Review words before
playing. Use an expo marker to draw a dot on the back
of one of the cards. Lay cards on the floor or table.
Have your child guess which word is hiding the dot

10.

Card Games

Copy or write 2 sets of word cards. Play a card
game such as Go Fish or Memory.

Title 1 Fall Fun Math Night!
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