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DECEMBER 2021 NEWSLETTER
Dear North Woods families,
We are wrapping up our month of being risk-takers. The International Baccalaureate (IB)
Organization defines being a risk-taker as: We approach uncertainty with forethought and
determination; we work independently and cooperatively to explore new ideas and innovative
strategies. We are resourceful and resilient in the face of challenges and change. Personally,
risk-takers is one of my favorite attributes in the IB Learner Profile.
One part of the definition that really hits home with me is the portion that talks about challenges
and change. Growing up is hard enough to do--without a pandemic compounding it! It’s hard to
believe that for some of our littlest learners, the pandemic has been half their lifetimes. And yet
they still come to school eager to face the challenge of learning with energy and joy. We could
all learn a thing or two from their resiliency.
As I learn more about how to foster positive risk-taking in students, I think about how taking a
risk and achieving their goal feels. I also remember that not every risk we take ends up in
success. But struggling and overcoming is one of the most important aspects of learning that
we take with us into our adulthood to face the challenge of life beyond our school walls.
As a parent, talk to your student about risks they’ve taken at school and the outcome. For some
students, raising their hand to participate is a risk to take. For others, it might be trying a new
skill like riding a bike in physical education class. No matter the form of the risk, the way that
they overcome fear, test limits safely, and celebrate wins is a powerful form of learning. I
encourage you to share with your student things that you’ve done to take healthy risks--both
times that you have succeeded and times you have not. By modeling courage and the ability to
bounce back when things don’t go our way, we show our learners how to stretch themselves
beyond their limits and truly grow into people who can help change the world

-Keri Holter
North Woods International Principal

Fri. Dec. 3rd: Early Release (1:15pm)
Dec. 23rd-Dec 31st:
No School Winter Break

Mon. Jan 3rd: School resumes!
Fri. Jan 14th & Mon Jan 17th: No School
Thurs. Feb 10th: 100th Day/Valentines
Celebration
Fri. Feb. 11th: No School
Mon. Feb. 14th: No School
Mon. Mar. 7th: Parent Teacher
Conferences NO SCHOOL
Thurs. Mar. 10th: 4pm-8pm Parent Teacher
Conferences (normal school day)

When students bring a lunch from
home (cold lunch) and would like a
milk from the kitchen, students will be
charged $0.50 (fifty cents) from their
lunch account. Please be sure to
send milk money to school if your
child would like milk for their cold
lunch! Checks can be made payable
to North Woods International.

A note from Mr. Hein!
Hello parents, caretakers, and friends,
As the weather gets colder these seasons, be sure to have your student
dressed to be outside for recess and physical education classes. Boots are
not necessary until we have snow, but we would love to see your kids with
jackets, gloves, and hats in the meantime. If you have extra winter clothing
(jackets, gloves, snow pants, and boots) that no longer fit your child,
consider donating to North Woods so we can assist those who come without
the layers and gloves. We are excited to be outside for various physical
activities, and thank you for dressing your student accordingly!
-Mr. Hein

On November11th, North Woods staff and students celebrated Veterans Day by
learning about the remarkable ways Veterans serve our country and world.
Although we were not able to have our usual Veterans Day Music Celebration, we
instead had a video concert! We hope you enjoy! Link:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xX5kmkZSbmc

Thank you Veterans!
On Wednesday, December 15th, Fifth Grade Orchestra students who have learned their concert
songs, attended orchestra rehearsals and demonstrated responsible behaviors (practicing,
cooperation and remembering their instrument and music) will be performing at Springbrook
Assisted Living Center. We will help residents celebrate their birthdays by sharing music and wellwishes with them; they in turn will be a great audience and might even send us home with treats:)
Watch for a letter and permission slip coming soon. Make sure to get it signed and turned in and
Keep Practicing!
Mrs. Becker
Mrs. Wilson’s fourth grade ELA class began their inquiry unit in the LMC looking at articles,
analyzing their text features (headings, captions, photos, diagrams, charts, lists, etc.), noting what
they observed, what they learned and further questions and extensions they want to pursue. (see
photos). Our second and third grade students learned about biographies and autobiographies within
the Dewey Decimal system, where to find them in our LMC, as well as how they are considered
Informational Texts. Our fourth and fifth grade students are firming up their teams for the new La
Crosse Schools Battle of the Books. Our school’s two winning teams will attend UWL in February
2022 (more details to follow) for a physical escape room, a virtual escape room among all the
other festivities. Meanwhile our second and third grade are being presented a different list that
they can read from. Currently, no battle is planned for our second and third grade teams. Finally,
our third through fourth grade students have been participating in Chess Club during their WIN
time as a part of our HPL for all programming. This will continue in December. It is going to be
leveraged into the classrooms during WIN time for those who learned to mentor others. Currently
we have over 50 participants. We will be creating brackets and have game challenges within our
school. A Family Fun night is currently planned for Thursday, January 13, 2022 from 3:20 to 4:45,
more details will be shared in upcoming newsletters.

IB News:
We have now had time to focus on
four out of the ten learner profile attributes
as a whole school. In December, as a school
we are focusing on being principled.
IB’s definition of Principled is:

“We act with integrity and honesty, with
a strong sense of fairness and justice, and
with respect for the dignity and rights of
people everywhere. We take responsibility
for our actions and their consequences.”,
Encourage your child to be principled.
Please ask your child to explain what they
have learned about the learner profile
attributes.

Golden
Items!

Golden Manners (lunchroom)Mrs. Kies room
Golden Etiquette-Ms. Gersch Room
Golden Boot (Fire Drill
Practice) 4/5th grade hallway

Guest
Teacher
Pizza
Party: Mrs.
Hooper

Golden Trash can (Cleanest
Hallway)
4K 1st & 2nd hallway

Golden Eaters (lunchroom)Mrs. Thiel Room

pBIS Corner
October was a great month at North Woods! The PBIS team held the first
community day and our special guest Chicken asked staff questions about
chickens! The Chicken Dance (Chicken Polka) was our engagement activity! For
our fun staff video, check out this link:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jOyW31LP0dg

Paw Pals
Principal
200 club
Congrats to our 60
Principal 200 Club
students!
Have you heard about the
ice cream sundaes?!
Students who earn a P200
club come down when their
row of 10 fills to get their
prize! We celebrate with an
ice cream sundae!
Check out or P200 Wall of
Fame when you visit. Each
month, we add new
pictures.

Paw Pals are our universal acknowledgement
system. If students are noticed following
expectations, we utilize Paw Pals! Each
month we have a school goal with a prize! In
October, we earned movie and popcorn.
November our goal was 2,500 paw pals to
earn extra choice time! WE DID IT!

OCTOBEr
Students
of the
Month
These seven students were the Students on the Month for October. To
treat our amazing students, these students had a Culvers luncheon with
Mrs. Holter to celebrate! Great work!
4K: Niklaus Anderson
KG: Owen Bendel
1st: Gabby Deml
2nd: Ryan Schmitz
3rd: Finley Fernholz
4th: Alice Baumann
5th: Scarlett Nieman

Title Tips: December 2021
Reading Aloud:
Why Is It So Important?
When your child becomes a more independent reader, we often let him or her read
on their own and stop reading aloud as often. It is understandable since we want
them to practice reading alone and independently but it’s important to remember that
reading aloud is important for children of all ages. Even adults enjoy listening to
books read aloud on tape. Take turns each night deciding who will read. When you
read aloud to your child you are giving them time to sit and think about what they
are listening to without the pressure of sounding out words or making sure they are
reading smoothly. Listening to books read aloud also allows children to hear new
words they may have difficulty reading on their own. If you want your child
involved while you read aloud, be sure to track print and tell them you want to see
them watching while you read. Don’t forget to ask questions before, during and
after reading too!

