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Oh the weather outside is frightful….. But not for all the students at North Woods! Many of our
learners are eagerly awaiting snow . If you’re like me, though, I only enjoy it while curled up with
a good book, some hot chocolate, and my dog Baxter.
One thing colder weather does provide, though, is a chance to get together where it’s warm and
do some activities that can bring your loved ones together and also be scientists!
My own son came home one day and told me about making “elephant toothpaste.” I was skeptical,
but it ended up making us laugh and eventually his older brother and my husband were also drawn
into the fun. What I like about home science experiments is that they usually don’t require hard to
find, or expensive ingredients. Although things can get messy--that’s often half the fun!
If you’re interested, try out some of these favorites:
 Got any yeast left over from COVID bread baking? You’ll need that along with soap and
peroxide to make the elephant toothpaste. Look it up for just the right amounts. Or play
with them to see how big you can make it go!
 Go outside and blow bubbles on a really cold day and see what happens.
 Set up a row of bottles with varying amounts of liquid and then blow across the openings
to hear the different tones.
 Make a rainbow by holding a glass of water up to the sunlight with a sheet of paper behind
it to catch the colors.
 Using two plastic bottles, look up online how to make a “Tornado in a Bottle.”
 Mix baking soda, vinegar and glitter to make a shiny volcano--look it up online!
 I’ve heard that baking soda and vinegar react to make these popcorn kernels hop around a
jar of water….?
 Make your own bouncy balls at home using only glue, Borax, corn starch and water.
 Watch gummy bears grow by placing them in water, saltwater, and vinegar--you just might
not want to eat them afterwards!
From our team at North Woods, we hope you stay safe and warm this season. Have a happy
New Year!

-Keri Holter
North Woods International Principal

Dec. 23rd-Dec. 31st 2021:
No School Winter Break
3rd,

Mon. Jan
2022: School resumes!
th
Fri. Jan 14 & Mon. Jan 17th: No School

Winter weather is here! Please make sure to
send your student(s) to school with warm
coats, mittens, hats, scarves and boots! Please
label all winter items.
The School District of La Crosse cold weather
policy states children can be outdoors when the
temperature is 0 or above and when the wind
chill is -5 or above.

Need to register
your child for 4K
Preschool for the
2022-2023 school
year? Head to the
La Crosse School
District Website for
more information!

November
Students
of the
Month

These seven students were the Students of the Month for November. To
treat our amazing students, these students had a Culvers luncheon with
Mrs. Holter to celebrate! Great work!
4K: Mollie Weiss
KG: Trinity Brown
1st: Hope Sutton
2nd: Alayna Keller
3rd: Gio Lethlean
4th: Kiara Conner
5th: Seamus Johnson

PBIS CORNER-ROUTINES OVER HOLIDAY BREAK!
It’s that time of year! With winter break in full swing, it is important to keep routines at home. This will help with
the transition back to school after the new year. Here are a few tips for a smooth transition back to learning1








Make Sleeping and eating a priority!
o Sticking to a consistent eating and sleeping schedule makes it less likely for kids to have a meltdown!
o Pack cozy pajamas when headed to a holiday party to change into before leaving!
o Remember breakfast!!
Speak up and be honest with family
o Family members whom you don’t usually see often may not be aware of your routines and rules. Be
sure to explain these to your family members.
o Try to use language such as “in our house we…” to help set boundaries with family members and
friends.
Stay on top of screen time limits
o Unplug! Kids can become night owls and/or not get enough sleep which can make returning to
school challenging.
Read!!
o Not only with your child, but take time to scan what is in your child’s folder from school.
Enjoy the moment!

Happy Holiday’s from your North Woods International PBIS Team!
These tips and tricks were found below! Click for more info!
https://www.childrenshealthfund.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/10-Holiday-Tips.pdf
https://discoveries.childrenshospital.org/holidays-during-covid-19/

Bed time routines!!!
Routines start 30 minutes
before lights out!
What needs to get done?
Decide on a few things!
For example:
1. Brush Teeth
2. PJ’s on
3. Read for 10-15
minutes
4. Lights out!
It is best to keep similar
bed times over break to
help with transitions. Here’s
a helpful chart!

Guest
Teacher
Pizza Party:
MS. GErSCH

Golden Items!
Golden Manners (lunchroom)Mrs. STANTON room

Golden Etiquette-Ms. Gersch
Room
Golden Trash can
Golden Eaters (lunchroom)(Cleanest Hallway)
Mrs. KIES Room
4K 1st & 2nd hallway

Golden Boot (Fire Drill Practice): 4K 1st & 2nd hallway

Fun things happening
at North Woods International!
Orchestra News
The 4/5 orchestra students spread musical cheer by performing in December. First, the 5th
grade orchestra students traveled to Springbrook Assisted Living to play for residents on
Wednesday, December 15th. Then the combined 4/5 orchestra students performed for their
class on Tuesday, December 21st. These were the first performances for the orchestra
students, since 5th graders were not able to play for a live audience last year.. Bravo and keep
up the good work!

Short staffed doesn’t mean short of helping hands here in the kitchen! Many
famous faces from around the district have stepped into a hairnet and gloves,
(even a pair of elf ears!) and jumped in to help serve lunch at North Woods in the
past few weeks. Dr. Engel was here helping serve BBQ pulled pork, Dr. Harcey
mastered the Yogurt lunch hand off, and Mrs. Pierre has given him a run for his
money. Also guest serving in the kitchen this month, Ms. Justin, Mrs. Wolfgram, and
Mrs. Patschull! Please encourage your children to take advantage of the kitchen
helpers and have a meal served by their favorite staff members! After all, it is the
GIVING season, and what better way to celebrate than to GIVE the gift of lunch!
Have a safe and happy holiday season.
Ms. Kinsey

Title Tips-January 2022 The Power of Sight Words
Why are sight words so important? Sight words are words that don’t typically follow a phonics pattern therefore;
they can’t be “sounded out”. Sight words are words we must know from memory. If your child has a large repertoire of
sight word knowledge their overall reading fluency will improve, which will in turn improve overall comprehension. There
are many different ways to learn sight words, here are a few ideas! If you’d like a list of appropriate sight words for
your child don’t hesitate to ask your child’s teacher.


Here are some ways to practice sight words at home:



1) Fridge Flash: Tape sight words to • the refrigerator, read them every time you are in the kitchen.
2) Stamp Them: Use alphabet stamps to stamp out sight words, then read them.
3) Magnetic Letters: Use magnetic • letters to spell sight words on the refrigerator or any magnetic
surface, then read them.
4) Popsicle Words: Write sight words on popsicle sticks. Pull sticks out of a can, see
how many you can read.
5) Finger paint: Pour some finger paint on a plate. Use your finger (or have your child use theirs) to
write the sight word and have your child read it.
6) Snowball Fight: Crumple sight word cards into a ball. Have a snowball fight! Pick up snowballs and
see how many you can read!
7) Chalk Words: Write sight words with chalk on the driveway. Have your student hop from word to
word, reading them aloud.
8) Word Swat: Put sight word cards on a table, call out a word and have your student swat it with a
fly swatter or slap it with their hand

We have now had time to focus on four
out of the ten learner profile attributes as a
whole school. In January, as a school we are
focusing on being open-minded.
IB’s definition of open-minded is:


“We critically appreciate our own
cultures and personal histories, as
well as the values and traditions of
others. We seek and evaluate a
range of point of views, and we
are willing to grow from the
experience.”

Encourage your child to be open-minded.
Please ask your child to explain what they
have learned about the learner profile
attributes.

All of our Kindergarten students were able to use TumbleBooks during their library class. They were able to go
through the steps for accessing the storybooks. It is a simple app on their school iPad. Many first grade
teachers have used this now as part of their center work. Notes have been sent home to access it from home
or public library devices/computers. The Kindergarten classes also have learned PebbleGo--Mrs. Stanton's
class went into how a simple search and spelling of each current Festival of Lights focus could be typed into
PebbleGo to watch a video and have the information read to them highlighting the words just like TumbleBooks.
Second grade students have already put several books on hold through Destiny Discover. They learned how
easy it is to access our catalog from anywhere and when, why, and how to put a book of interest on hold when
someone else has that book checked out. This was new to our third grade students as well. On a daily basis we
are able to deliver those books to the classrooms for our eager researchers/readers.
Our fourth and fifth grade classes were able to utilize an Interactive World Map to look at different cultures,
habitats, climates, resources, and other high-interest topics. In addition to the interactive world map, our library
class produced QR codes for easy access and varied stations to pursue a new dynamic (not static) tools of
inquiry that includes: Britannica interactive, Explora, BadgerLink's Primary Search, and also an advanced
Interactive World Atlas with different and varied information from the Interactive World Map.
We are beginning Rube Goldberg STEM activities as well as coding introductions at all grade levels so that we
can pursue coding right after the winter break.
Finally, our LMC keeps improving navigation and location of books thanks to the student-driven input and
surveys that were taken right after our Fall PBIS technology and library classes the first few days of school.
The library is taking on many changes that will be highlighted in our next newsletter. The staff and students have
been overwhelmingly helpful and their efforts have been greatly appreciated. The moves are also based on
statistical data that will be shared out. It is all exciting with all the positive activities our students have asked for
and pursued through extensions of our library classes and our library programming--beyond the timeframe of
'LMC time.' Our HPL department, including Mr. Barribeau, have been very supportive in many of these positive
endeavors.
It is also exciting that we will be starting a STEM club after hours at Northwoods International Baccalaureate.
It will be extended to the same club with 3D printers and activities the same week at the Schuh Homes Boys'
and Girls' Club. The library will be promoting and sending out more information soon and this too will be
highlighted in next month's newsletter.

