
SOTA II Steering Committee Minutes 
Monday, October 27, 2014 

 
Present:  Jeni Blake, SOTA II Parent; Celine Donofrio, SOTA II Parent; Dr. Troy 
Harcey, District Associate Director of Instruction; Linda Jerome, Community 
Member; Michele Klug, Community Member/Secretary; Vicki Lyons, District 
Technology Director; Melissa Murray, SOTA II Principal; Janet Rossiter, District 
Business Director; Erin Schmuck, SOTA II Teacher; Scott Tyink, Community 
Member; Josh Wolcott, SOTA II Teacher 
 
Minutes from the past meeting were approved and introductions were made. 
 
Conversations began in April regarding SOTA II expansion to 8th grade.  After polling 
students at that time, it was found that although few current  7th grade students 
were interested, a high percentage of 6th graders were.  Josh states that, currently, 
85-90% of 7th graders are interested in moving on to a SOTA II 8th grade. 
Dr. Harcey noted that the possibility of expansion was exciting and aligned well with 
Board of Education goals.  He recognized the continuing high performance 
standards and exceptional achievement of SOTA II students.  He would be willing to 
work with the committee to re-write the contract to add the 8th grade. This contract 
would need be submitted to the board in early May.  2015-16 would be proposed as 
the implementation of this, if approved. 
Mellissa said that FTE relative to the addition would most likely be a .5 addition to 
current staffing.  She asked if there was a possibility that the addition might be 
approved earlier than May.  Already considering their students’ placement for next 
year, parents might be more willing to enroll.  Also, hiring a new staff person would 
be timelier. Since the contract and expansion cannot be independent, Melissa 
wonders if there could be an addendum made to the current contract and the 
proposal approved earlier.   
Dr. Harcey does not think there would be a problem with an addendum to the 
present contract.  He said that it would be helpful to market the charter in areas 
where students from lower economic status, certain ethnic populations, etc.  were 
identified.  Applications that are submitted cannot be screened and admitted 
accordingly.  He also asked if students were part of the committee. 
A proposal will be crafted by Melissa, Josh, and Erin and include the following: 

1) SOTA II academic performance and achievement 
2) Customized learning  
3) Staffing 
4) Availability of students 
5) Financial Ramifications 
6) Curriculum  (Teaching 8th grade curriculum, excluding Math, to 6th grade 

students 
The proposal will be submitted as soon as possible.   
 
[Exit Dr. Harcey and Ms. Rossiter] 
 



Vicki suggested that students might do a video presentation related to their feelings 
about the value of expansion.  Josh will send a formal survey to current SOTA II 
families to determine commitment/interest in 8th grade expansion.  He also suggests 
polling all SOTA I families, (not only 4th and 5th grade), about interest in SOTA II and 
whether or not they feel they might stay in SOTA as far as 8th grade. 
 
The committee believes that the past election at the May informance determined 
that the current officers of the Steering Committee would remain in place for the 
2014-15 school year.  At the coming May election, nominations for new officers, 
members of the committee, and district parent reps. will be recognized and voted 
upon.  The current district parent representatives from SOTA II are Kyle Backstrand 
and Sherry Pica. 
 
Josh requested that the following items be included on the agenda for coming 
meetings: 

1) Suggestions for community links 
2) Creation of curriculum 
3) Role of Technology 

A survey was prepared by Josh and submitted to committee members. 
 
Dates for the following SOTA II Steering Committee meetings were determined. 
Tuesday, December 16, 2014, at 4:00 p.m. 
Monday, February 15, 2015, at 4:00 p.m. 
Monday, April 13, 2015, at 4:00 p.m. 
(Possible March meeting will be called) 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Michele Klug - Secretary 

 
 
 
 
 
.   
 
 


