
 
Southern Bluffs PTO Meeting Minutes 

January 13, 2020 
 
Meeting called to order at 6:36pm by Heather Harpenau 

Attendees: Heather Harpenau, Kathy Hasburgh, Kristin Damstra, Walt Smanski, Lisa Schreiner, Brenda Ahearn, Jacyln 
Osley, Katie Marquart, Alex Powell    Facebook Live Attendees: Amanda Witzke, Stacy Wempe 

Secretary’s Report – The December minutes were emailed to those present at the meeting.  Edit: January 31st is not an 
early release day.  1st: Alex Powell 2nd Jacyln Osley 

Treasurer’s Report – Walt Smanski: Holiday fair:  There may still be a few expenses coming in.  We grossed $14,578 
and netted almost $12,000. The thing that was most impactful was the Teacher Giving Tree.  It was really well accepted 
and Walt explained to parents at the holiday fair how it worked. Teachers were able to put their requests on the tree and 
parents/grandparents were able to directly fund their children’s classrooms. Expenses were Santa Claus, Square Reader 
(credit card fees), Kwik Trip Scrip (We pay an upfront charge for the cost of the cards automatically receiving a 5% return 
plus a percentage of sales in store), and WI Dept. of Financial Institutions, along with other invoices. Deposits were from 
Box Tops (we had a demonstration at the holiday fair on how to use the app. You just need to download the app and scan 
your receipt), Dairy Queen Night, High Rollers (last year’s checks totaled $376), donation from the Miller Family, and a 
donation from Eli Mack (he wanted to donate his golden birthday money to Southern Bluffs as a thank you).   There were 
no new requests for Field Trips ($2,128 remaining) or PBIS funds ($450 remaining.) The available balance is $14,187.65.  
We have discussed teacher request funding, which will be the next big thing to come out of the account.  

Principal’s Report – Lisa Schreiner: The fruits of your labor from the Holiday Fair always amazes me. I know it is a lot 
of work behind the scenes. Thank you to everyone that contributed in one-way shape or form. The news on Friday was that 
Lisa gave up her job as principal to Jacob Fresia.  It was one of the silent auction items at the Holiday Fair. Lisa works it so 
it gets a lot of press. Jacob had a full day from the time he arrived.  She hopes it was memorable for him.   He is a very 
thoughtful young man. When answering questions to reporters, he commented on what he would change at school.  He 
would give the younger kids more recess and the older kids more homework.  He got to go to the roof with the Building 
and Grounds department.  He got a lot of press and his picture in the paper. WI forward testing dates were set today. Grades 
3rd-5th will be tested on March 30th- April 3rd, April 14th, April 17th and April 20th.  We get a proctor (Mrs. Riley) that helps 
with the testing and will assist for those 10 days.  Spring Break falls during the testing period.  Anything folks can do to be 
present for the testing is helpful, otherwise we do a lot of make-ups.  The test is based on common core standards, which is 
what we teach.  We have a family night coming up on January 30th, a folk dance.  For three days, the artist in residence will 
be teaching the students.  We are having some family nights in February, internet/cell phone safety, Smart Room 
Curriculum (core foundation skills in place so learning can happen), and zones of regulation.  Mrs. Lueck has taught 9/10 
lessons for every class on zones.  Hogan Administration Center – Rob needs feedback on report cards.  Lisa would like a 
parent to go to the meeting. The discussion will be about going from a 4 report card system– fall, winter, spring, and 
summer to 2 report cards plus progress reports.  Currently, we have parent-teacher conferences in the fall then 2 weeks later 
the report cards are given. The conversation is about a doing progress reports and 2 report cards.  You wouldn’t get an 
official report card the quarter when progress reports/conferences occur.  Our superintendent is retiring.  They are using an 
out of district firm to search for the new superintendent. Tomorrow, they are running an input session, at Hogan 
Administration Building from 7pm -9pm for parents of current/incoming students.  You are invited to do that.  They are 
doing different sessions all day geared toward different groups.  Everyone is welcome.  I told Heather to submit the request 
for the Put in Cups website. We will use Bobcat Pride cups with the Bluffs (mascot).  Comment from FB live. The kids are 
really excited for the folk dancing. Does the school needs any help from the PTO?  The school is doing the Folk Dance 
night through after school funding dollars.  Just come and enjoy as a family. We will need help for the Valentines Dance. 

Old Business:  

Holiday Fair:  We are gearing up for next year’s holiday fair. Please continue to shop.  We are shopping for kidland (mom, 
dad, kids & pets). If you want to be a shopper let Kathy know.   

PTO T-shirts: We have in the closet. 



 
My local Deal Coupon Books – We have earned $448 in profit.  Discussed Onalaska students selling coupon books down 
here.  The My Local Coupon books advertiser discourages students from selling out of their school area.  Heather still has 
20 coupon books available.  

Swings - Alex: We did a big update last time.  Now that the holidays are over Alex will work on the second bid this month.  
He already has a foundation. The current bid is at 38k for everything.  

New Business 

Picture Day Volunteers:  Heather will send a sign-up genius.  We need a volunteer to be Bluffs, and 2 volunteers to walk 
students back and forth to their classrooms on January 30th.  If you are going to be Bluffs, hydrate the day before. 

Cool Cats January Event:  Cookies and Cocoa with the Cool Cats is from 6-7pm.  If you have games you would like to 
bring please do. Games for younger kids are needed.  Lisa has a lot of cards.  We need a few people to help with the hot 
cocoa.  We will keep it to board games, instead of opening up the gym for play. The first Cool Cat’s meeting is more play 
based than the second one.   

Crayola:  Stacy brought an idea to PTO about marker recycling.  We thought it might be a better project for student leaders 
because it is strictly a recycling project to keep things out of landfill.  There is no profit to the PTO.  Student Leadership 
wants to do a sock drive and a food pantry on sight. We have some things now for a food pantry, but nothing formal.  

Ski Night is the 31st of January from 4-9pm.  It is not an early release day. We would love extra hands getting the kiddos to 
the lessons and dressed.  The first interest slip will go home this week.  We will send home the ski release/helmet and sign 
up later.  Stephanie Thorton will help.  

Spring Picnic: Photo Booth is booked again.  Please come with some ideas for entertainment for the spring picnic. We can 
explore the options.  

Teacher Requests: The board met and went over the requests and Heather met with Lisa. We funded over $4,000 in 
teacher requests.   

Open Discussion:  

FB live:  For next year, please let the parents know that the teachers will receive the teacher request gifts in January.   The 
teachers’ were a little confused with the giving tree/PTO teacher requests.  Teacher’s were worried the amounts they were 
asking for were too expensive to put on the tree.  We discussed how the expensive requests were broken up on the tree into 
smaller amounts.  The whole idea for the tree was to fulfill the teacher requests. There was discussion on how the giving 
tree was constructed, and we discussed how we will do it differently next year. It went well for it being the first year. The 
$4000 teacher requests PTO paid out is including the funds from the teacher request tree. $1,357 was purchased directly 
from the tree.  Mrs. Schreiner will bring the teacher’s up to speed at a staff meeting on how the tree worked. The board 
discussed all the changes to be made for next year: request form, timing of the form, how to break down items etc. We 
discussed that a PTO member should come to a staff meeting next year to discuss the tree.  We discussed the timing of next 
years Holiday Fair. We will present to the teachers in October and have the teacher requests in by Nov 10th. Looking ahead:  
Next year’s holiday fair is December 5th.  Generally the staff meetings are the same day as PTO meetings.  October 19th 
would be the staff meeting/PTO meeting next year.  We will give the forms out the same week and give until November 
13th to get the requests in. Next year we will be firm on due dates. Do you know how much the teacher experiences brought 
in?  Lisa likes to share it with the staff.  FB Live: Did thank you cards go out to the businesses that donated.  Heather - 
They have not gone out yet.  The PTO has taken out a newspaper ad in the past.   For individual thank you’s to be sent out, 
everyone needs to update the spreadsheet on where they collected donations.  In the future we could have a set thank you 
letter from the PTO to be given at the time of donation pick-up.  Or, whoever picks up the donation would be responsible to 
send the thank you card.  We discussed having the children make thank you cards.  Heather will work on getting out thank 
you’s to the businesses.  We have a stock Thank you letter in the binder.   

DWP Report – Alicia sent out the email for the superintendent meeting tomorrow.  

Any questions, concerns, ideas please email sbluffspto@outlook.com 

Meeting Adjourned at @ 7:17pm     Motion to adjourn: 1st Alex Powell, 2nd Kathy Hasburgh 

Next Meeting is February 10, 2020 @ 6:30pm. (2nd Monday) 

Respectfully Submitted By:  Kristin Damstra 


