
Southern Bluff’s PTO Meeting  
Monday, January 18, 2021 
Meeting Started at 6:35pm 

Attendees:  Heather Harpenau, Walt Smanski, Kristin Damstra, Lisa Schreiner, Stephanie 
Umberger, Laura Smanski, Michelle Powell, Alex Powell, Casey Scheurell


Welcome and Introductions 

Approval of November Minutes:   The November minutes were emailed and will be posted to 
the website. 


Motion to approve Secretary’s minutes:  1st- Walt Smanski, 2nd- Stephanie Umberger


Treasurer’s Report:  
We had more activity this month, namely a $1774.81 draw from the school supply allocation.  
Our balance is $8625.47. We have $3225.19 remaining in the funds allocated for school 
supplies.  This leaves $5400.28 as our available balance.   A few Kwik Trip Scrip deposits came 
in this month.    We had more Kwik Trip Scrip deposits after the holiday fair last year, due to the 
volume of cards sold. 


Motion to approve Treasurer’s report: 1st-Kristin Damstra, 2nd-Stephanie Umberger


Principal’s Report: There is not much to report, so I will leave it open for questions.  We are 
getting ready to welcome our K-2nd students back on Wednesday.  Grades 3rd-5th will be 
synchronous Wed-Friday and then they will start next week.  The last few days are instructional 
days for our staff, getting rooms and safety protocols ready.  We are getting ready to bring kids 
in and put the safety protocols into practice.  The staff is ready to welcome kids back.  The 
rules of engagement are different this year.  We will need to reteach ourselves how to express 
ourselves.   We have school pictures coming up on Feb. 3rd.  Lifetouch has a lot of protocols 
to make sure it goes safely.  The CRVA pictures are 7:30am-8:30am and 3:00pm-3:45pm so we 
aren’t mixing and mingling students.   We will have a CRVA section of the yearbook.  The CRVA 
students are still apart of the Southern Bluffs family.   Heather noticed in the newsletter that Mr. 
Skiles, our janitor is coming back.  Our morning preschool is already full for next year.  There 
are openings in the afternoon.  The preschool sign-up was today and is online. We purchased a 
button maker this year. Everyone will be wearing masks and be wearing a button with the staff 
member smiling, so kids can see what the staff members look like without their masks on.   


Old Business 

Fundraising: We are not able to do any fundraising within the school at this time. Other places 
have done online fundraising.  Looking forward to spring picnic,  it is hard to see where we will 
be in May even with the event outdoors.  Right now, we just don’t see it happening.  We don’t 
know where our community will be at that point.  Right now it would be a “no.”  In-house, we 
are doing a red, orange, yellow, and green indicator.  We are coming back in the orange.  
Yellow is still pretty restrictive.  We would need to be in the green.  This might be the time that 
we look at doing something in the fall, to make it a kickoff to bring families together in the 
beginning to lay a foundation of friendship and fellowship.   We will table it this month and talk 
about it next month to see if anything has changed. 


New Business: 



Casey’s cookbook request: Miss Scheurell is here and is looking to do a cookbook for the 
school.  She has come up with a way for the students to feel like a community at this time.  
She has the idea to do a kid-based cookbook.  During class time, the students would work on 
it.  She would interview the students on how to make their recipe and it would have a 
corresponding art project done in the classroom.  The theme would be “Food that makes your 
heart happy.”  She would like to do it this spring.  Each student would participate and each 
family would get a free cookbook.  She is working with Digicopy.  Families would have the 
opportunity to purchase additional cookbooks which would then be sold for $10. The cost per 
cookbook would be $6.89.  The difference would be donated to the Southern Bluffs food 
pantry.  The cookbook would be funded by the PTO and a LPEF (La Crosse Public Education 
Foundation) grant.  Miss. Scheurell is asking the PTO for $300.   The total cost would be $1300 
and she would ask for the rest in the grant. The cookbook would state that it has been 
supported by LPEF and the Southern Bluffs PTO.  Would CRVA families be included in this? 
She doesn’t know that answer.  Is the 190 families including CRVA families?  Lisa will check.  
We could provide it with instructions to CRVA families via a mailing.  They could work as a 
family on their own and provide the written recipe electronically or written.  I would hope they 
could be apart of it.  It was suggested that Ms. Schuerell could submit a video to CRVA 
students to submit as part of their choice board. There are 190 families at Southern Bluffs.   
Total cost would be $1300.  This would include $1000 from the grant and $300 from PTO.   She 
would do pre-orders for extra copies.  She appreciates our time tonight.  The cookbook is a 
neat idea and gives family at home an activity to do it together.   The lack of PTO income this 
year was discussed.  We discussed the possibility of not having the spring picnic expense.   
The cookbook could be a replacement for that.  We would have already spent money on that.  
Casey is wanting to do this as a school project through art class.  We discussed it being a 
replacement for the yearbook this year for the students, if the yearbook does not happen.   We 
discussed the chances of the grant being approved.  It will help if Lisa puts money in from the 
building.  It shows that the school and students are invested.  Can Casey request the whole 
$1300 from the grant?  The LPEF likes to see other funding sources when approving grants.  It 
would look more attractive to the foundation.  Lisa can bridge the gap if extra funds are 
needed.  If she writes the grant and doesn’t get it, would we be able to fund it fully.  We don’t 
know what the fall or winter holds for us.  We generally start out the year around $4,000 until 
we get the holiday fair money.  We have some room as of right now.    Heather motions to 
allocate $300 for Casey.  1st: Heather Harpenau, 2nd: Walt Smanksi,  We can revisit it as a 
PTO if she does not get enough from the grant.  The next step would be going to the school to 
provide.   Heather will further discuss this with Ms. Scheurell. 


Teacher Return Gift Bags:  We did 55 bags.  She will put them together and get them to 
school tomorrow. 


DWP Report -Alicia not present.  

Next Meeting February 15, 2021 at 6:30pm 

Motion to adjourn at 7:15pm - 1st -Walt Smanski, 2nd Kristin Damstra


