
Southern Bluff’s PTO Meeting  
Monday, November 16, 2020 
Meeting Started at 6:30pm 

Attendees:  Heather Harpenau, Kathy Hasburgh, Walt Smanski, Kristin Damstra, Lisa 
Schreiner, Stephanie Umberger, Amanda Hayden, Alex Powell, Michelle Powell, Susan Stinson, 


Welcome and Introductions 

Treasurer’s Report: We had 3 transactions this month. A staff member purchased a t-shirt, an 
Amazon Smile contribution (If you make your Amazon purchase through Amazon Smile we will 
get a portion of the sale), and $2.80 deposit for Kwik Trip Scrip.  Our balance is $10,393.30. We 
still have the full $5,000 allocated for school supplies.  The school is starting to use that money.  
We have an available balance of $5393.30. Motion to approve Treasurer’s report: 1st - Kathy 
Hasburgh, 2nd-Alex Powell


Secretary Minutes:  The October minutes were emailed and posted to the website. Motion to 
approve Secretary’s minutes: 1st-Kathy Hasburgh, 2nd-Walt Smanski


Principal’s Report:  We are beginning to use the money allocated from PTO on academic 
support opportunities.  It stopped providing at the end of September and its services.  We 
started to find ways to bring students in to the building to provide academic support for a 
variety of reasons: access, challenging virtual component, some kids can do better at school 
etc.  If we could open it up for everyone, we would be open.  We used some of the supply 
money for those students so the supplies were here and ready for them when they arrived.   
We need to shift our focus with that as the county Co-vid numbers increase.  Because of the 
increase in numbers, we have been directed to decrease the number of people in our rooms to 
three.  That is what will be happening going forward.  We will be working with some of our 
families to make those changes.  If you see buses in the parking lot there are some students in 
the building.  We have scheduled curbside pick-up for learning materials and we will be lining 
that up with a food drive.  We are looking to do some virtual family nights both for remote thru 
school or CRVA students.  Please join our family nights.  Information will go out at the 
beginning of December as well as information regarding some spirit weeks.  Mrs. Lueck sent 
home an all-school kindness project. This will be going to Gundersen and other businesses to 
support the front line workers.  We are working on developing a survey for elementary for 
students that are doing the remote learning to get some feedback on how well that is going.  
Our target for in-person school right now is mid January.  


Old Business 
Chicken - Que:  Last month, we discussed the Chicken-Que and how we can’t do anything 
until school is back in session.   


Topper’s fundraiser: We discussed possible fundraising opportunities through Toppers. 
Amanda will check with the store manager Brian to see what opportunities Topper’s offers. 
Some suggestions included dollar donation’s on pizzas, donating a certain percentage of order, 
and a coupon based fundraiser.  Last year we did a Topper’s fundraiser and the cost to print 
the flyer was more than we made on it.  


Coffee and Muffin Fundraiser: We discussed a coffee and muffin fundraiser at drop-off.  
Maybe we could get a discount thru Festival, or other local business etc.  It could be quick and 
easy way to fundraise. We discussed individually wrapping fruit, muffins, coffee, etc.  




Backpack Fundraiser: People want to help out and sometimes people just want to give you 
the money.  If the PTO is trying to fundraise because we can’t do the traditional holiday fair, 
maybe we could do a “fill the backpack” on the drop off days.  We could put the money aside 
for our swings or to general PTO fund.   We don’t have to feel any discomfort in the times of 
Co-vid.  It would be easy to do and Mrs. Schreiner could go on the roof with Bluff’s. The 
fundraiser does not need to be done in December.  If we did it in the spring and picked a warm 
day, maybe we could hit Mrs. Schreiner with water balloons (non-latex) or super soakers. We 
discussed doing “fill the bag” when the Holiday Fair might have been. The money could be 
earmarked for swings or just go into the PTO pot.  Walt could set the money aside.   There was 
a suggestion to do the muffin and coffee fundraiser on the same day and give out ornament 
craft packets. We would need approval from the superintendent.  An exchange of food might 
not fly.   Anything is easier than the planning for the Holiday Fair. 


The allocation of PTO’s fundraising money was discussed. We are trying to raise funds for the 
PTO and part of that could be for the swings.  If the point of the fundraising is for the PTO we 
might need to separate that from the swings.   Maybe the swings aren’t something we can 
tackle right now.  Prices of the supplies could have gone up.  We are going to start off next 
year with only 5k and usually we start with 14k.  While the swings are going to be a huge asset 
to the school, it might mean putting it off until later.  


New Business: 

Life Touch:  With us being remote we had to put off school pictures.  It has come to my 
attention that Lifetouch has been sending emails to do school pictures as a snap at home.   
Lisa believes we will do school pictures when we get back to school.  A recommendation was 
made to put the plan for school pictures on Face Book or include it in the newsletter.  The 
email from LifeTouch wasn’t Southern Bluff’s endorsed. As a parent I would wait to get an email 
from Southern Bluffs before I did a snap online picture.  When school is back on, we will 
reschedule Life Touch.  We might not have a  yearbook this year, but may have school pictures.


DWP Report - Alicia not present


Open Discussion: Gift cards for the teachers: At the end of the last meeting we came to the 
consensus that because we don’t have money coming in, it was hard to allocate money to gift 
cards since we usually do Teacher Appreciation in May.  Kathy is going to put together little 
bags with a note, nuts and candy gift of our appreciation to our teachers.  When we do go 
back to school, Kathy will make sure that the teacher’s have the appreciation bag.  She 
believes she can do it for $75 and we will still do the main Teacher Appreciation week in May.  


Motion to adjourn.  7:20 1st -  Alex Powell, 2nd - Kathy Hasburgh  


