
Southern Bluff’s PTO Meeting  
May 17, 2021 

Meeting Started at 6:30pm 

Attendees:  Heather Harpenau, Walt Smanski, Kristin Damstra, Kathy Hasburgh, Lisa 
Schreiner, Michelle Powell, Michael Wagner, Beth Wagner, Stephanie Umberger


Approval of April Minutes:  The April minutes were emailed to those present at the meeting 
and are posted to the website. 


Motion to approve Secretary’s minutes:  1st Walt Smanski,  2nd Stephanie Umberger


Treasurer’s Report:  We reimbursed Heather for the Teacher Appreciation sign. We received a 
Kwik Trip Scrip deposit of $9.47  Mrs. Schreiner received $162.50 from PTO to provide food for 
Teacher Appreciation Week  We had allocated $7266.52 for school supplies this year.  We have 
$2086.49 remaining.  We discussed DARE recognition expenses.   Mrs. Schreiner usually pays 
for it every year.  The estimated cost of the Dare recognition is $45.  The group unanimously 
voted to use some of the school supply funds to pay for DARE recognition.  Amy requested a 
letter from the PTO to approve reallocation of field trip money. There is a small amount that is 
unspent each year and the school needs pre-approval from PTO to reallocate it to the 
2021-2022 school year. It amounts to approximately $200 per grade.  


Motion to approve reallocation 1st: Walt Smanksi, 2nd Heather Harpenau 

Principal’s Report: Thank you for all the support for 5th grade recognition and DARE 
recognition.  We also appreciate the PTO spitting the cost of Teacher Appreciation week.  We 
had a boxed food drive with the 2nd grade class.  They wrote persuasive letters to Mrs. 
Schreiner. The persuasive letter they wrote together was to have a food drive.  They discovered 
on You Tube how to do a food drive with a domino effect.  We had 333 boxes donated from our 
students.  On Friday we ran the monthly fire drill and lined the boxes up on the track and 
discussed the ripple effect.  It was fun to gather as a school family on the playground. The kids 
all clapped and cheered and it was fun to be apart of it.  Last week Mrs. Schreiner had the 
opportunity to go to Dahl Honda.  For the month of April, Dahl Honda collected money from oil 
changes.  They selected 3 schools based on community voting.  Southern Bluffs received 
$2625 from Dahl Honda.  It was very exciting!  Thank you to Dahl Honda and News Channel 8.  
It was nice to have our school receive an unexpected windfall.   We will use some of the funds 
to replace some books teachers have lost.  K-3 will still not have a morning recess next year.  It 
has been working to have a soft landing. We will be keeping breakfast in the classroom next 
year. We went from 80-90 students in the previous year to having 200 children eat breakfast 
daily in their classrooms.   We have found great value in it and will continue it into next year.  
Some schools have been piloting social emotional learning.  We will be a pilot school for 
incorporating it into our everyday learning and academic time as well as other learning during 
the day. It will be imbedded in everything that we do.  Ms. Brewer, Ms. Soper, Ms. Begeman, 
and Ms. Buehler will be retiring after this year.   Mr. Moua is a new custodian starting in the 
evening.   This year for DARE recognition there will be no parents attending and we will 
celebrate the students the best we can under the odd circumstances. 


Old Business 

Fundraising Letter: The PTO letter went out last week.  Mrs. Schreiner saw 5-10 envelopes in 
the mailbox last week.    Heather has been getting some emails from families to be added to 
the email list.  When Longfellow sends their PTO emails, it is sent to all the families.  Next year, 



for consistency, we should send the notification through Sky Alert and send it to Stacy to post 
to the school Facebook page.  Heather will check to see what donations have come into the 
PTO.


Casey’s cookbook request: Casey received the grant for the amount she requested. Ms. 
Scheurell had asked $300 from the PTO and $300 from Mrs. Schreiner.  The kids will have the 
cookbooks by the end of the school year. 

 

Teacher Appreciation Week: We discussed the meals and the sign.  Heather has some really 
great ideas for next year. 


New Business:  
Vice President Appointment: Kathy is resigning,  Kathy will come help with the holiday fair 
next year.  I would love to nominate Alex Powell for Vice President.   Heather will reach out to 
Mr. Powell.  People can also nominate themselves. 


PBIS - Michelle Powell:  Michelle is one of the PBIS coaches (Positive Behavior Intervention 
Support.)  We have a monthly meeting with a group of fabulous educators.  We do school wide 
celebrations and help provide input for our team.  The PBIS team is looking for a parent 
volunteer to be involved in the meetings. This commitment would be once a month from 
3:35-4:35pm.  We are looking for parent suggestions and involvement.  We are looking at 
whole school interests, celebrations, and helping us with that team.   When are you looking for 
a parent to take on this role?  The official meetings start in September and we typically meet 
the first Monday of the month.  The first meeting is September 13th.  Lets put it out to the 
parents that have expressed interest in the PTO.  The team is looking for parent feedback, 
ideas and a parent voice at the table.  It is not all about events.  It is about providing the 
feedback.  Heather will put something together and get an email out to see where there is 
interest.   


Fall Get Together:   We discussed meeting in August to discuss the fall get together. 
Unfortunately, we don’t know what the rules will be gathering as a group.   Is there a creative 
way to get together and really connect?  We did learn how to zone off our playground.  We 
could have some fellowship and food.  We could try to divide up by grade level. We could have 
the grade levels split right away. Icebreaker idea:  We could have a deck of cards and have the 
families find another family by finding the match to their suit.  There could be questions on the 
deck of cards. It would be a good way to mix and mingle.  PTO could fund kingsize candy bars 
for the cake walk.  Instead of winning a cake, you could win a giant candy bar.  We could think 
of other games vs. the inflatables. By August 16th, we should have guidance of what is allowed 
and not allowed.


Holiday Fair : We discussed big ticket items for the Holiday Fair letters.  Heather will send the 
letters to sports teams.   If you know of one you want to do or have connections, please let her 
know so we don’t double up.  


Thank you for all that you have done Kathy.  You have put in a lot of time and have been 
committed for to us.   

Motion to adjourn at 7:08pm 
1st Walt Smanski , 2nd: Kathy Hasburgh


