
Exciting After School Opportunity!
Spence has received a grant to start a brand new after 
school Youth Development Program to expose students to 
a wide range of activities and help them discover new 
talents and abilities! Some of the classes/clubs that may 
be offered include: Chess, Book Clubs, STEM activities 
(problem solving activities using Science, Technology, 
Engineering, and Math), Technology, Fiber Arts (knitting, 
crochet, etc.), Hmong Culture, Dance and much more.

We will be offering these classes and programs one 
afternoon a week (either Tuesday or Thursday), from 2:45 
to 4:30 pm. The three sessions, each six weeks long, will 
take place as follows:

Session 1: October 30-December 13 
Session 2: January 8- February 14
Session 3: February 26-April 11

We will provide a small snack for students and any 
materials needed for their program. For students needing 
transportation, we will be providing special bussing to the 
following locations: Red Balloon, Boys and Girls Clubs 
(both Mathy and Hamilton), and the bluff stops.

We’ll share more details soon regarding which classes will 
be offered at each session and how to register your child, 
so watch your child’s backpack, check the school website 
at www.lacrosseschools.edu/spence, and make sure to 
read future newsletters! We can’t wait to share all of the 
awesome classes your students will be able to attend and 
get started on this new adventure!
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OCTOBER
1 – 5  Central Homecoming Week

1 – Pajama Dress Up Day
2 – USA Theme Dress Up Day
3 – Beach Dress Up Day (no swimsuits)

4 – 10  Fire Prevention Week
4 – Jersey Dress Up Day
4 – Oktoberfest Royal Family Visit
4 – Fun Run Kickoff Assembly
5 – Wear Red & Black Day
5 – Evacuation Drill
5 – Homecoming Parade 1:15 pm
5 – Central Homecoming Game 7 pm
9 – Kindergarten Field Trip to

Pumpkin Patch
9 – PTO Meeting 6 pm
11 – The Great Apple Crunch (Ecker’s

Apples at School Lunch)
15 – 19 National School Lunch Week

15 – No School – Parent-Teacher 
Conferences 12 pm to 8 pm

17 – Lions Club Vision Screening
17 – 1st Grade Field Trip to Viterbo
18 – Parent-Teacher Conferences
19 – ALICE* Drill
25 – Picture Retake Day
25 – Kindergarten & 1st Grade 

Humane Society Presentations
26 – BOX TOP submission deadline
29 – No School
31 – Fun Run (dress like a rock star) 

*ALICE (Alert, Lockdown, Inform, 
Counter, Evacuate) training teaches 
options to stay safe in the event of a 
violent intruder. Students will learn these 
techniques, and we will use the book 
I’m Not Scared, I’m Prepared to facilitate 
their learning. Watch for a letter detailing 
this during parent-teacher conferences.



Mustang Rock Star Update
Welcome back Mustang Rock Stars! Our year has 
gotten off to a rockin’ and busy start. We had an 
awesome assembly where we introduced the Spence 
Band (our amazing staff), and we had a great time 
reviewing the school-wide expectations by playing 
“Watch Ya’ Mouth.” If you haven’t seen the pictures 
on the Spence Facebook page, check them out for a 
good laugh!

During that assembly, the students learned about a 
new PBIS goal—P-R-I-D-E. During the first 5 weeks of 
school, students will earn one letter a week by 
demonstrating their Mustang Pride behavior. When 
your student gets all 5 letters, please take a picture of 
them holding up the word PRIDE and email it to Miss 
Kelsey at kwilliam@lacrossesd.org. If you are unable 
to take the picture at home, your child’s teacher can 
take it here at school. We will be filling our Mustang 
Pride Board with EVERY student’s picture! After we 
spell PRIDE, we will once again be working hard to be 
safe, respectful, and responsible, so we can earn 
bronze, silver, and gold Mustang Pride certificates.

In addition to our PRIDE pictures and Mustang Pride 
Awards, we will also rock at keeping our rooms clean. 
Each class will begin their rise to stardom by earning 
Rockin’ Room Awards. The classroom will score a 
Recording Contract, and work their way up to a place 
in the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame!

Our first week back, each grade level rotated 
throughout the school and reviewed Mustang Pride 
behavior expectations for each area; the bathrooms, 
the playground, the hallways, the lunchroom—all 
over! We are so proud of how many students 
remembered the expectations from the year before 
and are being role models for our younger friends 
every day. Way to go, Mighty Mustangs! We are 
ready to rock this school year!

-The Spence PBIS Team

Calling for Volunteer Readers!
At Spence we are looking for 
volunteers that would be willing to 
spend 30-60 minutes of their time 
each week reading with 
students. We have many students 
that would benefit from the one-on-
one attention of having an adult 
read with them. Volunteers will be 
matched to students based on the 
volunteer’s availability and the times 
that it works in the student’s 
schedule. Volunteers will read with 
the same students each week 
supporting growing the rapport and 
relationship between the reader and 
the volunteer. 

All we ask is that our volunteers 
make every attempt to be consistent 
in attendance. We do understand 
that it won’t always be possible for 
the volunteer to come due to illness, 
appointments or vacations. If you 
are interested or know someone 
(grandma, grandpa, aunt, uncle, 
friend) that might be interested, 
please contact Kelsey Williams at 
789-8877 or kwilliam@lacrossesd.org. 

I know our students will love having 
the extra attention of a caring adult 
reading with them! We look forward 
to seeing our Books Nooks filled 
with adults and students enjoying 
good books together!

mailto:kwilliam@lacrossesd.org
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Our friends from the Coulee Region Humane 
Society Read to Rover program will once again 
be joining us at Spence with furry pals Anna, 
Niko, and Olive! We are excited to welcome them to read with our students. 

This program is so exciting because:
1. Petting a dog has been found to lower heart rate and stress.
2. Dogs are great listeners, and they don’t make fun or tease if our readers make a 
mistake or have trouble.
3. These dogs are cute and experts at listening to stories!

If you have any questions or concerns about your child participating in this program, 
please contact your child’s classroom teacher.

READ TO ROVER

The PE Zone
Appropriate & Safe Shoes
• PE shoes should have laces, Velcro or at least fit snuggly so they don’t come off
• PE shoes must be rubber soled athletic-type shoes
• All shoes should cover the heel of the foot

PE Expectations
• Participate with great self-control
• Show respect to all and Code Switch
• Participate with 100% effort
• Follow directions the first time they are given
• Be kind to others

-Mr. Holman

Parking at School
In an effort to continually improve our parking situation and 
make school more accessible during the day for parents who 

need to pick students up leaving for appointments, we are 
reserving spots in front of the building from 8:30 am-2:30 pm.  

Please do not park in these spots when arriving for after school 
pick-up until 2:30 pm. 



National School Lunch Week
October 15th through 19th is National School Lunch 
Week. National School Lunch Week was created in 
1962 by President John F. Kennedy. Did you know that 
the National School Lunch Program serves more than 
30 million children every school day? That’s 
something to celebrate!

This year’s theme is “School Lunch: Lots 2 Love.” 
School cafeterias around the country will celebrate!

The Great Apple Crunch Day is October 11th. We will celebrate on 
this day by using a variety of locally grown apples!

“Rock On” into the LMC
I would like to welcome all of you to the Spence Elementary Library. The library is a 
place to read, learn and expand horizons. The library provides both students and staff 
with a variety of resources. Students may come to the LMC individually, in small groups 
or with an entire class to use the space and the resources available. I look forward to 
working with each of your children this school year.

If your child is in kindergarten, first or second grade, they will be checking out 2 books to 
take home. I have given each of these students a special book bag to keep his/her library 
books in. Please help your child remember to return both the bag and books on his/her 
library day. Students in third, fourth and fifth grade will also be checking out 2 books to 
bring home. Often, the chapter books that these students are reading take longer than a 
week to read. If your child is still reading his/her book, please remind them to return the 
book to school on his/her library day, and we will “renew” the book for them so that 
they may continue to read the book.

Finally, during Parent-Teacher Conferences on 
October 15 and 18, we will be hosting a 
Scholastic Book Fair in the library. The profits made 
from this sale go towards buying books for our library. 
Reading is a lifelong skill, and the Book Fair is an 
opportunity to build and extend your home library. 
I hope to see you there! -Mrs. Dunn



A Back to School Note from Our PTO
It was great seeing so many familiar faces at Back to School Night! The Spence PTO is 
excited for another great year of fundraising and supporting the Spence students, teachers 
and community. Our first fundraising event will be the Fun Run for Education 
on Wednesday, October 31st, from 10:00-10:45 am! We are currently looking for business 
or family sponsors for this event, as well as volunteers to help set up, tear down, and cheer 
the kids on! Students will learn more about this event and bring home fundraising 
information on Thursday, October 4.

Our first PTO meeting of the year will be held on Tuesday, October 9, at 6 pm in the LMC. 
Feel free to bring your child/children. Remember, coming to a PTO meeting does not mean 
you have committed to having a role on PTO. It just means you would like to learn more 
about what is happening at Spence! We look forward to seeing you!

If you are interested in volunteering, please make sure you have an up-to-date volunteer 
form on file, or visit lacrosseschools.org, and click on Parents, then Volunteer 
Opportunities.

Have a great year!
-Spence PTO
spencepto@gmail.com

Jocelyn Buxton - President
Heather Young - Vice President
Lindsey Branson - Secretary
April Graewin-Prescott - Treasurer

Call For Volunteers
You must complete the volunteer 
application before you volunteer at school. 
Visit our website at
https://www.lacrosseschools.org/spence 
and click on “want to volunteer?”

We are looking for approximately 10 
volunteers to help with our vision 
screening clinic on October 17th. Please 
call Tawni at 789-8878 if you can help 
that day.

We are also looking for one volunteer to 
help one Thursday each month with our 
food pantry bagging and 
delivery. Please call 
Kelsey at 789-8877 if 
you can help with this.

REMINDER
Time to turn in 
your box tops!
Fall Submission Deadline: October 26th

What’s the rule when it’s cool? 
Students must wear a jacket outside when 

it is 50° or colder. Remember 
to dress your students in
layers, as weather changes 
so rapidly this time of year.



What is the WSB?
The Walking School Bus is when parents or adult volunteers meet at a common location and 

walk a predetermined route to school, picking kids up along the route, just like a yellow 
school bus. Spence has TWO WSB route options!

Spence WSB runs every Thursday from September 27th until November 15th. 
Parents and guardians are encouraged to join, but not required. Students will receive a small 

prize each of these mornings at school.



SPENCE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL PARTNERS IN LEARNING
At Spence, we have a school-wide Title 1 program. We partner with our parents, students 
and staff to encourage learning. We know that students learn best when everyone works 
together.  You may see the following agreement at conferences or with some of our Title 
1 initiatives.

STUDENT/PARENT/TEACHER COMPACT
As a STUDENT, I pledge to: 
• attend school regularly and be on time.
• do my best in class and on my school work.
• ask for help when I don’t understand something.
• come prepared each day (supplies, books, completed work).
• keep a positive attitude towards self, others, school and learning.
• discuss with my parents what I am learning about in school.
• use my public or school library. 
Student Signature

As a PARENT, I pledge to: 
• ensure that my child attends school regularly and is on time. 
• provide enough time and an environment at home that allows my child to complete school work and/or study at home.
• encourage my child to do his/her best work.
• be aware of my child’s progress by attending conferences and requested meetings, monitoring homework, checking 

schoolwork and communicating with school staff.
• reinforce to my child the importance of respect for self and others. 
• encourage good reading habits by reading to or with my child and by reading myself.
Parent Signature

As a TEACHER, I pledge to: 
• be a positive role model.
• provide a positive learning environment that builds self-esteem and academic knowledge where students can be 

successful. 
• maintain high expectations for myself and the students. 
• communicate and work with families to support students learning. 
• show respect to parents, students and family situations. 
• encourage good reading habits and study skills.
• provide for 2-way communication with parents about what children are learning in school and how families can enhance 

children’s learning at home.
Teacher Signature

FALL PARENT-TEACHER CONFERENCES
& SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR

Monday, October 15th 
12:00 pm -8:00 pm (No School)

Thursday, October 18th 
3:00 pm –7:00 pm

AFTER SCHOOL PLANS
Please make transportation or after school 

arrangements with your child prior to school, 
or send a note to your child’s teacher if after 
school arrangements are changing.  For last 

minute changes, please call the office. 
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