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Extra! Extra! 

Principal kisses pig

This was a very exciting month at Spence! We had a PBIS assembly celebrating the amazing 
outpouring of generosity from our students and their families. As a school, we came 
together to raise nearly $13,000 for our school’s PTO. Because of those efforts, our 
students earned some very exciting rewards. Among other things, we had a crazy sock day, 
students could sit anywhere in the lunchroom on a Friday, they got to listen to music at 
lunch, teachers slept on the roof, and most exciting of all, Mrs. Shirel had to kiss a pig! At 
our PBIS assembly, she kept her promise and puckered up to her new piggy friend. The 
students were beyond excited to see the smooch and celebrate their fundraising success!

In addition to the celebration, we were treated to a skit by some of our awesome teachers 
about the right way to play on the playground—especially playing “chase.” We were also 
introduced to some newer staff members. We said hello to Ms. Fisher, Teacher Assistant, 
and Mr. Meadows in Nutrition. We are very lucky to have them both join the Mighty 
Mustang team!

Thank you for your generosity and for making our PBIS team proud to be Mustangs!

Be Safe. Be Respectful. Be Responsible.
-The Spence PBIS Team

DECEMBER
5 – 4th Grade Cooking Demo

7 – Chinese Exchange Teacher

11 – PTO Meeting 6 pm

13 – Food Pantry Bags Sent Home

14 – Orchestra to BSJ Care Center

20 – Food Pantry Bags Sent Home

24 – January 1  No School

School Resumes January 2nd

Winter Gear Reminder
Make certain to label all winter 
gear with your student’s name!  



Spotlight On LMC
’Tis the season for the beautiful white fluffy stuff, snow. Please help your child to remember 
to keep his/her books dry by putting wet mittens, hats, scarves and snow pants in a 
separate bag. Also, remind your child that water bottles leak and can damage books too. 
Your help is greatly appreciated! I hope you will have some time over the breaks to sit and 
enjoy a book or two with your child.

We have been talking about being safe when online in kindergarten, first and second grade.  
We learned 3 important rules:  
1.  Always ask an adult.
2.  Only talk with people you know.
3.  Stick to places that are just right for you. One of the safe places we visited was the San 
Diego Zoo. They have a wonderful kids site at: https://kids.sandiegozoo.org/

Grades three, four and five have been learning about digital citizenship, too. They are 
learning how to create a safe password and about plagiarism.  

Happy Reading!
-Mrs. Dunn 

Health Room News—When Should My Child Stay Home?
Help us keep our Spence students healthy! Follow the guidelines below to make sure you 
are doing your part in keeping your child home to stop the spread of nasty winter bugs.

FEVER: Stay home if fever is greater than 100 degrees. For fever and flu symptoms, student 
should not return to school until fever-free without the use of medication. 

VOMITING: May return 24 hours after vomiting. 

DIARRHEA: May return 24 hours after diarrhea. 

RASH: Stay home with rash that is open and draining or a rash with a fever.

CONTAGIOUS DISEASES: Stay home with strep throat, impetigo, pink eye, 
etc. Child may return to school after 24 hours of treatment with antibiotics. 

NUISANCE DISEASES: Scabies, ringworm, etc. must be treated 
before returning to school.

Notify school if your child is absent due to illness. Please 
let us know your child’s symptoms when calling in an absence. 



Food Pantry News
This year, our fifth grade classes 

are responsible for organizing 
and filling food pantry bags. 

Our food pantry program, 
through a partnership with both 

Festival Foods and WAFER, allows 
pantry bags to be sent home 

monthly with students’ families 
who have requested them. 

In December, because of the 
holiday season, Spence will send 
home two pantry bags – one on 

December 13th and one on 
December 20th. 

The PE Zone
Read to your kids. Read every day, multiple 
times a day if possible, whenever you can get 
it in. Read before bed, snuggled with your 
kids in a comforting space where you can 
safely discuss their fears or your concerns. 
Never stop reading to them, especially when 
they begin to read to themselves; even our 
oldest children benefit significantly from read 
aloud with parents and teachers.
-Mr. Holman 

Bronze Mustang Pride Awards
Congratulations to Ella Lumpkin for being our first 
student of the year to earn the Bronze award. She had 
a special presentation of her certificate by Spencer at 
the PBIS assembly!
Congratulations to all of the following Bronze Pride Recipients:

Alexa Lumpkin, Uriah Ackerman, Daniel Hoover, 
Jordan Erdman, Kami Hanson, Waylon Purney, Kalina
Vang, Kinsey Gleason, Breleigh Geary, Sam Hansen, 
Sylvie Keeney, Maren Heckman, Anja Johnson, Eian
Kube, Ayden Olson, Lily Yang, Haily Rosen, Rose Yang, 
Bella Hanson, Ehan Homewood, Isla Hansen, Kendal 
Mahlum, Andrew Woyczik, Kalea Esser, Liam Sullivan, 
Ella Seefeldt, Syam Vang, Wyatt Geiwitz, Mya 
Peterson, Lauren Beames, Emma Alderman, Anna 
Klich, Ezra Mask, Mady Young, Gavin Cahill, Sawyer 
Musselman, Miley Rupp, Jamarr Tillman, Anna Vue, 
Mae Medinger, Jaymeson Buxton, Jayden Yang, 
Shaniyah Holeyfield, Liam Geiwitz, Ever Grabhorn, 
Martez Sheard, Charlie Buxton, Isayah Javner, 
Rhowanne Obgartel, Silas Hutzenbuehler, Dawson 
Miles, Emma Parins, Cassidy Staxrud, Layla Flint, 
Ronnie Curti, Andrea Miller, Cricket Kloes, Lily 
Branson, Lyda Xayavong, Wesdon Carlson, Tatumn
Michaels, Stella Jelen, Rhya Rony, Presleigh Panek, 
Nan Heckman, Jackson Kenworthy, Ethan Vue, Ada 
Medinger, Jabari Hill, Chloe Miller, Lexi Moore, Alivia 
Kemp, Caeli Chojnacki, Rollie Markert, Lizzie Gillett, 
Tyler Sirianni, Austin Huling, Johnny Yang, Quinton 
Inman, Zach Sallander, Abbygail Graves, Isabel Klose

Call For Volunteers
You must complete the volunteer 
application before you volunteer at school. 
Visit our website at 
https://www.lacrosseschools.org/spence 
and click on “want to volunteer?”

Reminder: Please 
collect and turn in 
box tops and milk 

moola caps.



-Spence PTO

Jocelyn Buxton - President

Heather Young - Vice President

Lindsey Branson - Secretary

April Prescott – Treasurer

Britney Zeimentz – Fundraising Coordinator

spencepto@gmail.com

Thank you to all parents, families and friends that made our fun run a HUGE success. Our 
fun run was not a race or a speed competition, but an opportunity for students to have fun, 
while doing something healthy to support their school. Our whole community came 
together to make this event a success. Students appreciated having family members, 
administrators, and students from Central High to cheer them on.

With help from The Original Get Movin’ Crew, a fun run company based in Milford, MI, and 
your hard work we beat our $10,000 goal. Our final total was $13,000. To celebrate, 
students got to watch Mrs. Shirel kiss a pig at the November assembly. Mrs. Buxton, Mrs. 
Powell, Mrs. George and Miss Tawni showed their support by sleeping overnight on the 
school roof!

The money from this healthy fundraiser will allow our students to participate in new 
learning opportunities and have some fun this school year. We appreciate all the work that 
our PTO, students and families put in to make these experiences possible.

We had several local businesses that really came through to support our students.
Monetary Sponsors:
Neighborhood Family Clinics
Johnson Family Chiropractic
River City Ready Mix
Citizens State Bank
Fayze’s
Mosling Orthodontics
Senor Villa
That Foreign Place
Michael’s Truck
Island Outdoors

Prize Donations:
La Crosse Loggers
Children’s Museum of La Crosse
The Pearl Ice Cream Parlor

Plans are in the works for our Spring Butterbraid sale. All are welcome to join us at our next 
PTO meeting on Tuesday, December 6, at 6 p.m., in the Spence LMC.



WHEN: Tuesday Evenings, January 22 through March 12 (8 week session)

TIME: 5:00 pm to 8:00 pm (dinner will be served on first night)

WHERE: Spence Elementary LMC, 2150 Bennett Street, La Crosse

RSVP: Rhonda Rude, La Crosse County Human Services
(608) 789-4834 or rrude@lacrossecounty.org

Daycare will be provided. Please alert Rhonda is you will need daycare and 
how many kids you will bring. 

Certificates will be provided for attendance. 
Limited space is available, please RSVP early. 

TRAINING OBJECTIVES:
• Take care of yourself.

• Recognize the impact trauma has had on 
your child.

• Help your child feel safe. 

• Help your child to understand and 
manage overwhelming emotions. 

• Help your child to understand and modify 
problem behaviors. 

• Help your child to develop a strength-
based understanding of his or her life 
story. 

• Be an advocate for your child. 

• Promote and support trauma-focused 
assessment and treatment for your child.

PRESENTERS:
Maxine Jacobs – Maxine is a foster and adoptive 
parent for La Crosse County. She is a member of 
the ATIP (Advanced Trauma Informed Practice) 
team as the representative for foster parents. She 
also co-facilitates workshops surrounding NMT 
and Six-Core Strengths (Dr. Bruce Perry). Maxine 
has been involved in the Tier One/Tier Two teams 
formed to implement the Wisconsin Trauma 
Project. She has been part of the teaching team for 
Trauma Informed Parenting Classes for La Crosse 
County and other counties who are implementing 
these classes.

Will Herber MS CSW – Will has been with              
La Crosse County Human Services for 26 years and 
has worked in Child Protective Services, Alternate 
Care and Juvenile Justice. He also was a licensed 
child foster care/respite provider for 7 years, 
during which he fostered 13 children between the 
ages of 2 weeks and 13 years and provided respite 
to over 30 children. Will is both an adoptive parent 
and a birth parent, and his children are “bright 
shining stars in his life.” For the past 18 years, Will 
has been involved with training of foster, adoptive, 
relative, and respite parents.

UPDATED SCHEDULE





La Crosse 2019 Give 
Kids a Smile Day
On February 1, 2019, several 

La Crosse area dentists will be 
providing free dental care to 
underserved and uninsured 

children (up to age 17).

Sign Up:  To receive care for your child(ren), 
sign up at bit.ly/gkaslacrosse

After you submit the form, we will contact 
you in early January to schedule your 

appointment on February 1.

More Information:  
www.facebook.com/gkaslacrosse/

Each year, thousands of dentists across the 
the country help underserved children get 

the oral health they need.  Give Kids A 
Smile is an annual volunteer program that 

provides free educational, preventative and 
restorative services to children.  Last year, 

we worked together to provide care to 
more than 350,000 kids.  

Give Kids A Smile is an American Dental 
Association event.

Questions?  gkalacrosse@gmail.com  
or  608-782-5675

• DATES

Jan. 8, 15, 22, 29 & Feb. 5, 12

All Classes 5:30 – 7:30pm

Meal served at 5:15

• LOCATION

Hintgen Elementary

3505 28th St S

La Crosse, WI 54601

• INVESTMENT

FREE for Hintgen Families

$20/person and $30/couple

Includes childcare, all materials, meals and online 

support and satisfaction guaranteed. Scholarships 

available. 

www.theparentingprofessor.com



Thank you to our Spence 
garden sponsors!






