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The Place to Succeed!
Every Student ~ Every Day

NOVEMBER
1 – NO SCHOOL
3 – Daylight Savings Time Ends
8 – School Assembly & Spence

Field Day
11 – Veterans Day Program, 10 am
12 – Grades 1 & 2 to Viterbo – Play
14 – Grades 4 & 5 – SOTA II

Performance at Spence
19 – PTO Meeting, 6 pm in LMC
27-29 – NO SCHOOL
28 – Thanksgiving Day

VETERANS DAY @ SPENCE
The Spence Veterans Day 
Program will be Monday, 

November 11 at 10:00 am.
A form was sent home for students 
to invite a veteran to our program. 

If your child has someone they 
would like to invite, please fill out 
the form and return it to school by 

Monday, November 4.

ELECTION DAY PARKING
On Tuesday, November 5, ALL parents/guardians here to drop 
off or pick up students before or after school will need to park 
by entrance K (North end of building). There will be NO parking, 
drop-offs, or pickups in the front of school.  This area will be 
reserved for voter parking only. Because Spence is being used as 
a polling place, we have taken additional security measures in 
order to make our building as safe as possible. A Civilian Service 
Employee (CSE) from the La Crosse Police Department will be 
present in our entrance area. We are thankful for their support 
in keeping our school safe. In addition, signage will be posted 
requiring all voters to enter and exit only through our front 
doors and proceed immediately to the polling place. 

MRS. MOLL’S MESSAGE
The year is moving along as we quickly approach the end of 
quarter one. I want to thank our families for joining us for 
parent/teacher conferences. If it didn’t work to stop in, thank 
you for connecting with the teachers. At Spence, we value 
your engagement and support in your child's(ren’s) 
education; this relationship has a vital impact on the growth 
and success of each and every student.

Over the past two weeks, I’ve been in every classroom 
teaching a lesson about Mustang Pride and why it is 
important, not only at Spence, but in our community as well. 
In Pre-K through first grade, we created a list of how we can 
show Mustang Pride and how it makes us feel. In second 
through fifth grades, the children wrote about why it is 
important and shared what they wrote with their class. Every 
classroom chose one word that represents why Mustang 
Pride is important. We will use these words to create a word 
wall to display “Our Why” for everyone to see. Be sure to ask 
your child about this lesson and their classroom word!

Lastly, I am so impressed by the number of donations from 
friends, families, and local businesses in support of our Fun 
Run! It is amazing how our community is so willing to support 
our schools and children. Thank you for spreading the word 
and contributing!

In Partnership,
Kate Moll



LOOKING FOR HOLIDAY HELP?
The Salvation Army
The Salvation Army provides Christmas Food Baskets and Angel Giving Tree (clothing and shoes for 
children 0-14).   Families need to call 782-6126 to set up an appointment time.  Registration will last 
approximately 15 minutes and will be held at The Salvation Army of La Crosse—223 North 8th Street.
Saturday, November 2nd from 8 am to 4 pm
Monday, November 4th from 8 am to 4 pm
Thursday, November 7th from 4 pm to 8 pm
**Hmong interpreters will be available both days** 

Toys for Tots is a separate program run by the La Crosse Jaycees.  Families with children ages 0-12 can 
sign up for this toy giveaway program at the Salvation Army during the above times or at the Toy 
Drive at the La Crosse Center on Saturday November 23rd 8 am to 6 pm.   No appointment is 
necessary to sign up.   For more information check out the La Crosse Jaycees facebook page or their 
website at: http://lacrossejaycees.org/

Questions?? If you have questions about these programs or if you are wanting to know more about 
community resources for families, please contact Katie Jeseritz, School Counselor at (608)789-8890 
or KJeserit@lacrossesd.org

BOARD OF EDUCATION
INFORMATION

Regular meetings of the Board of Education will be held at 6 p.m. at the Hogan Administrative 
Center on the first and third Mondays of each month unless the Board President specifies 

another time and/or place. The schedule, minutes, and agendas can be found on the school 
district website -- https://www.lacrosseschools.org/overview/board-of-education/

An opportunity for public speakers is provided at each regular meeting for citizens to address 
the Board with their comments, questions, or concerns. Please register with the Board 

Secretary during regular office hours (8:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. Monday – Friday) at 789-7659.

Mission Statement: 
The Board of Education is comprised of locally elected officials who establish policies to: 

(1) Ensure quality, equitable, and innovative educational opportunities for all students. (2) 
Ensure programs are designed to develop the student as a whole. 

(3) Ensure resources are available to provide excellence in education. 
(4) Ensure accountability to the public. 

(5) Ensure effective communication and collaboration with the community.

REMINDER: We go outside for recess daily. Please help 
your student remember a coat, hat, and mittens or gloves. 

It helps to dress in layers during this time of year, as 
weather tends to change so quickly.



The second-grade students have been learning about the History of La Crosse and 
have an archaeologist visit planned during the month of October. In math, we 
have been working toward fluently adding and subtracting within 20 using mental 
strategies. We have been learning about narrative writing and creating small 
moments stories. We continue to work on the second grade Fry Words, as well as 
encouraging reading both at home and at school.

The fourth-grade team has been working on some pretty amazing science units. 
Mr. Markworth's class learned about electricity and energy while Mrs. Blanton's 
and Mrs. Schmitt's classes learned about soils and landforms. The classes will then 
be switching to continue with their learning of science. Math will continue to grow 
utilizing place value, rounding, expanded form, standard form, and word form of 
numbers, into multiplication and division, and decimals and fractions. Writing has 
focused on proper sentence structure, while reading has utilized realistic fiction, 
and poetry to broaden our horizons.

U P D AT E S  B Y  G R A D E

The Humane Society visited Spence first graders in October to teach 
about their organization and about the value of service animals. We 
were complimented on great behavior and listening of students 
during this presentation. Students have been working hard on 
reading skills with a focus on short vowels. In math, we are practicing 
addition and subtraction equations.

Kindergarten took a trip to Jolivette's Pumpkin 
Patch. We got to take a wagon ride and pick out 
our very own pumpkins! In our classrooms, we 
have been learning about the life cycle of 
pumpkins and the parts of a pumpkin.

In 5th grade, we are in the thick of academics! We recently 
began Narrative writing, our 2nd math unit on adding and 
subtracting decimals and studying the 13 Colonies and the 
Revolutionary War in Reading and Social Studies. 

Preschool did a Hispanic                  
Heritage project with their  

3rd grade buddies. They have  
been the consistent leaders of 
the Fun Run fundraising!!! They 

have learned four new letters: F, H, D and G. 
Toward the end of the month, they learned 
about Day of the Dead.

The third-graders have all done a Readers Theater. All three third-grade classes 
worked on a different folktale for their Readers Theater. They have an October 30th

field trip to Myrick to study animal adaptations and habitats. In math, third grade 
has been working on rounding.



Jocelyn Buxton - President
Britney Zeiments - Vice President
Tricia George - Secretary
Lindsey Branson - Treasurer

SPONSORS

Our 3rd Annual Spence Fun Run will take place on Friday, October 31! 
The students have been working hard on raising money and enjoying 
prizes and incentives like music in the lunchroom, silly sock day, 
pajama day, and mixed up seating at lunch! At $10,000 Mrs. Moll will 
rollerblade through the hallways at school all day!

We would like to thank all of our generous business sponsors listed 
here. Without the help of these businesses, our run would not be as 
successful as it is! We also look forward to parents, neighbors, friends 
and families joining us for our run. Stop over to cheer on your 
student!

The Spence PTO will be asking teachers and students for some “big 
ticket” item ideas that we could purchase with our Fun Run funds. If 
you have any ideas for things like materials, special events, etc. that 
would make Spence a better place, please email us!

Our next PTO meeting will be held on Tuesday, November 19, at 6:00, 
in the Spence LMC. We welcome Spence families to attend our 
meetings and will be providing pizza and water for those in 
attendance. Children are welcome to attend. This is a great 
opportunity to meet Spence families and teachers and keep up with 
what is happening in your child’s school, and to truly live out our 
motto of “Many Hands, One Vision.”

If you have any questions regarding PTO, please email 
spencepto@gmail.com



After School Youth Development Program (Grades 3-5)
Spence has once again received a grant to offer our after-school enrichment program! We had 
such a blast last year, and we can’t wait to do it again this year! We will be offering a wide variety 
of classes and opportunities for learning, building skills and building friendships with students in 
3rd through 5th grade.

We will be offering these classes and programs one afternoon a week, from 2:45 to 4:00 pm. The 
three sessions, each six weeks long, will take place as follows:

Session 1 (November 7-December 19) *No ASYD on Nov 28th
November 7, 14, 21
December 5, 12, 19

Session 2 (January 9-February 13)
January 9, 16, 23, 30
February 6, 13

Session 3 (February 27-April 16) *No ASYD on March 12 or April 9
February 27
March 5, 19, 26
April 2, 16

We will provide a small snack for students and any materials needed for their program. For 
students who are registered to ride the bus for the school year, we will be providing special 
bussing to your child’s assigned bus stop. Please indicate that information on their club 
registration sheet.

Session 1 program classes are: Board Games, Book Club, Chess, Cribbage, and Technology.

A sign-up sheet went home in your child’s backpack and can also be found on the school website 
at www.lacrosseschools.edu/spence. Please make sure to read future newsletters for upcoming 
session information!

Some of the classes or programs that may be offered in future sessions include: Chess, Board 
Games, Book Clubs, Technology, Jewelry Making, Knitting, Outdoor Activities, and much more! 

PBIS School-to-Home Connection
We had our first Champions of Learning lesson this month. Every other month we have Champions 
of Learning. This is when all students in the school are split up and spend half an hour in a different 
class with other students from each grade levels. Each time the students meet for Champions, 
there is a new theme. This month the theme was responsibility. The students had a discussion on 
what responsibility looks like at school, at home and in the community. Each student completed a 
sheet in which they said how they show responsibility in those areas. After the students went back 
to their regular classroom, they had time to have follow-up discussions and share their work. 

Positive Behavior Interventions & Supports
-The Spence PBIS Team



Spotlight On LMC
Thank you, Spence families! We had another successful book fair! With our sales, we received 
new books for our library collection.  We have such a wonderful selection of books here at 
Spence. Please help your child take care of the books when they bring them home. We have 
already had some water-damaged books this year. If your child brings a water bottle or home 
lunch to school, please put the library books in a separate bag to avoid any damage. Thank you!

In kindergarten, we have started the school year focusing on using browsing sticks to find books 
in the library.  The third and fourth graders helped us with this!  First grade reviewed book care 
and are learning about the elements of a story.  Second grade is learning about finding books 
that are “just right,” books that help us grow as readers.  Third grade is learning to use the online 
card catalog to find books of interest.  They have also learned how the books in the fiction 
section are organized.  Fourth and fifth graders spent time learning about digital citizenship, 
along with a review of the online card catalog.

Happy Reading! 
-Mrs. Dunn 

Fall 2019 
Remaining Walking Dates

October: 31
November: 7, 14, 21

WALKING SCHOOL BUS
The Walking School Bus is when parents or adult 
volunteers meet at a common location and walk a 
predetermined route to school, picking kids up along 
the route, just like a yellow school bus. Spence has 
TWO WSB route options! The first route starts at 
Redfield and 21st at 7:10 am. The second route starts 
at Lincoln and 28th at 7:25 am. Students can join 
anywhere along the route. 

Parents and guardians are encouraged to join, but not 
required. Students will receive a small prize each of 
these mornings at school.



Spotlight on BULLYING 
 
As parents and educators, we want to protect and advocate for our 
children, and parents can play a key role in preventing and responding to 
bullying.   
 

What is Bullying? 
 

Bullying is unwanted, aggressive behavior among school-aged children 
that involves a real or perceived power imbalance. The behavior is 
repeated, or has the potential to be repeated, over time. 
(stopbullying.gov) 
 

Bullying vs. Conflicts 
 

Disagreement:  When people have different ideas about something 
 

Rude Behavior: Hurting someone’s body or feelings on accident 
 

Mean Behavior: Hurting someone’s body or feelings on purpose 
 

Bullying:  Hurting someone’s body or feelings on purpose, it happens 
more than once, and the person doing the hurting has more power:  
older or bigger, more than one person, you are afraid of them. 
 
Handling a bullying situation: 
• Talk to your child: “What happened? How did that make you feel?” 
 

• Problem-Solve Together:  “What do you think you can say next time? 
What do you think might work?” 

 

• Contact School:  We need to know if your child is being bullied at school.  
We cannot help solve a problem that we do not know about.   Please 
reach out to your child’s teacher, Mrs. Jeseritz and/or Mrs. Moll 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Unity Day @ Spence 
We celebrated Unity Day at Spence 
on October 23rd, 2019.  In all grade 
levels, we prepared for this by 
discussing the quote “We Rise by 
Lifting Others.”  Students learned the 
power of kindness and how being kind 
helps to keep you happy, healthy and 
confident.  Check out our beautiful 
display of ways students plan to 
show kindness at Spence. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Counselor’s 
 CORNER  

 

A Word 
About 

Conflicts 
 

Conflicts arise daily 
for elementary-
aged students.  It’s 
so easy for adults to 
want to solve 
problems for our 
young children, but 
doing so, prevents 
students from 
learning essential 
problem-solving 
skills.  It is best to 
manage conflict by 
coaching children 
though conflict and 
empowering them to 
practice and improve 
their own skills. 

 
 

Contact 
Information 

Katie Jeseritz 
School Counselor 
 (608) 789-8890 

KJeserit@lacrossesd.or
g 
 

October 

 

 

 2019 
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EXPLANATION:
This month we’re talking about Gratitude! The dictionary defines it as: “the quality of being thankful; readiness to show appreciation for 
and to return kindness.” The definition we are using in class is:

Gratitude: choosing to notice and appreciate things in our life, things in others, and things in the world. 

Gratitude has been shown to be one of the number one ways to reduce anxiety, increase happiness, and improve relationships. Why? 
Because it is a matter of where we put our attention! Did you know we can only have one thought at once? Scarlett Lewis from the 
Jesse Lewis Choose Love Movement says it like this: We can’t have a grateful thought and an angry thought at the same time! So, over 
the course of the month, we will consistently practice putting our attention and our focus on Gratitude. We will think about how to be 
grateful even for challenges. We will talk about incredible artists and writers and thinkers who know the power of Gratitude in the world. 
We will encourage Gratitude towards our classmates, ourselves, and (of course) our family!

CONVERSATION STARTERS:
• William Arthur Ward once said, “Feeling gratitude 

and not expressing it is like wrapping a present and 
not giving it.” Why do you agree or disagree with his 
thoughts on Gratitude? What happens if you wrap a 
present and never give it?  

• Sometimes we have days where we don’t feel very 
grateful. What strategies can you use on those days? Is 
there anything you can do to boost your mood to help 
you feel more Gratitude? 

• Discuss your family history with your child. What are 
some triumphs in your family that you are grateful 
for? Who are the people that you’re grateful for? The 
places? Share those joyous details with your family. If 
you have pictures or other artifacts to share, that would 
be a great addition to the conversation! 

QUESTIONS YOU COULD ASK:
• We’ve heard it said that Gratitude is many different things: a 

gift, an art, a science, an attitude. What does Gratitude seem 
like to you? 

• Where do you think you could give more effort in expressing 
your Gratitude in your own life? Make a list together of ways 
you can improve and who you would like to show more 
appreciation to in your life! 

• How do you currently express Gratitude? With your words, 
actions, or thoughts? How does it feel to give Gratitude? How 
do others respond to your Gratitude?

APPLICATION:
Books:
• Thanks A Million by Nikki Grimes 

• The Family Under the Bridge by Natalie Savage 
Carlson 

• The Secret Of Saying Thanks by Douglas Wood 

• How Tia Lola Saved the Summer by Julia Alvarez 

• Sam and Charlie (and Sam too) At Camp! By Leslie 
Kimmelman 

• Giving Thanks: A Native American Good Morning 
Message by Chief Jake Swamp

FOR YOUR READING:
• The Power Of Gratitude In Parenting by Carla 

Naumburg 

• Grateful Parenting by Anne Dunlea

https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_ss_i_1_13?url=search-alias%3Dstripbooks&field-keywords=thanks+a+million+by+nikki+grimes&sprefix=thanks+a+mill%2Cstripbooks%2C209&crid=3PKZ76NOP2IGY
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0064402509/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&linkCode=sl1&tag=doigootog03-20&linkId=191a03b46c57b59af75d5c0b0e571d0c
https://www.amazon.com/Secret-Saying-Thanks-Douglas-Wood/dp/0689854102/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1549244580&sr=8-1&keywords=the+secret+of+saying+thanks
https://www.amazon.com/How-Lola-Saved-Summer-Stories/dp/0375866876/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&linkCode=sl1&tag=wdwdad-20&linkId=ee32b8171399a5daf2f09f2e89ea36d9
https://www.amazon.com/Sam-Charlie-Too-Camp-Books-ebook/dp/B00S5OJUA4/ref=as_li_ss_tl?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1524842917&sr=1-1&keywords=charlie+and+sam+at+camp&linkCode=sl1&tag=wdwdad-20&linkId=c9d88defc60d1f072d06c27ae2b0366e
https://www.amazon.com/Giving-Thanks-American-Morning-Message/dp/1880000547/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&qid=1476285924&sr=8-1&keywords=Giving+Thanks&linkCode=sl1&tag=kidmonles-20&linkId=550ded01384955d4f0656a5570bb88e3
https://www.amazon.com/Giving-Thanks-American-Morning-Message/dp/1880000547/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&qid=1476285924&sr=8-1&keywords=Giving+Thanks&linkCode=sl1&tag=kidmonles-20&linkId=550ded01384955d4f0656a5570bb88e3
https://www.mindful.org/the-power-of-gratitude-in-parenting/
https://gratefulness.org/blog/grateful-parenting/
Katie Jeseritz
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ACTIVITY: 
In Douglas Wood’s book “The Secret of Saying Thanks,” it 
reads: “We don’t give thanks because we’re happy; we are 
happy because we give thanks.” As a family, create a Get 
Happy Chart. Write out a few ideas to show appreciation 
or give thanks on this page and, when your happiness 
starts to slip away, intentionally make Gratitude a verb. 
Whenever you do one of these things, put a tally mark next 
to it! Here are some ideas for the Get Happy Chart: 

• Write a thank-you note. 
• Send a kind, affirming text. 
• Meditate on an inspirational quote.
• Place a Day-Maker phone call.
• Take a flower to a friend or family member.
• Draw a picture for someone.
• Invite someone over to play.
• Bake something for someone.
• Hold the door open for someone.
• Let someone go before you in line.
• Smile and wave at someone.
• Give someone a huge hug. 

PURPOSEFULL PURSUITS:
Our Thankful Things
What are the everyday things you’re grateful for that 
you might tend to take for granted like running water, 
electricity, or a washer and dryer? List those things at the 
dinner table to see how many thankful things your family 
actually has. See who can come up with the most “basic” 
thing, no matter how silly, and get creative with why we 
appreciate those very small items in our life! Over the 
course of the meal, brainstorm ways that you might more 
intentionally show Gratitude for those gifts. 

Toughness: 2
Time: 2
Type: Group

Thankful For YOU
Carve out time this week to schedule a face-to-face meeting 
time with each of your family members. Pick a spot around the 
house or yard that’s special to you and meet there to tell one 
another all of the specific reasons that they are special and 
why you are grateful for them. Nothing is too big or too small 
for this Gratitude challenge.

Toughness: 3
Time: 2
Type: Partner 

Gratitude Dinner
Brainstorm some of your favorite foods as a family. Take some 
time to cook them up together, invite some of the people you 
are grateful for over, and then share a meal together.

For each part of the meal, exercise Gratitude. At the 
beginning, share one thing you are thankful for starting this 
year. In the middle, share one thing you appreciate about 
being “in the middle of” in your life.” At the end, share one 
thing you are grateful for about it coming to an end or 
something that, even though it is sad that it is now over, you 
look back on it with fondness.

Toughness: 3
Time: 3
Type: Group

Gratitude Family Journal
Grab a plain notebook and start a family Gratitude Journal. 
Write the date at the top of the page and ask each family to 
name one thing they are thankful for today. Commit to an 
amount of journal entries you want to create as a family each 
week - maybe you use it once a week over breakfast before 
school on Monday or maybe you try it nightly during bedtime. 

At the end of each month, have fun looking back at previous 
journal entries! See if you can remember what you were 
grateful for exactly a week ago. A month ago? A year ago?

Toughness: 2
Time: 1
Type: Group
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