
S P E N C E  E L E M E N TA R Y  S C H O O L
PARENT NEWSLETTER, OCTOBER 2020

OCTOBER
8 – Food Pantry Distribution
12 – NO SCHOOL
12 – Parent/Teacher Conferences, virtual
15 – Parent/Teacher Conference, virtual
16 – Early Release

The Place to Succeed!          
Every Student ~ Every Day

Follow Spence Elementary School 
on Facebook to stay updated!

ART CLASS online: We are working our way 
through the sketchbooks that were sent 

home. These sketchbooks 
provide students foundational art language 
and a place to practice skills related to the 

art elements. Recorded lessons are found on 
the Art with Ms. Metz CANVAS page. The 

CANVAS lessons also include rich content of 
stories, art history and music. I hope you can 

join us there!

ART SUPPLIES: As we move along with 
online and, hopefully, in-person art lessons, 
there are some supplies your student will 

need to have that are their own- sharing of 
supplies will no longer be possible. These are 

listed in the school supply list: pencils and 
erasers, crayons, markers, colored pencils, 

scissors, Elmer's glue-all, glue stick, 
watercolor paints (grades 1-5 -a set was sent 

home last spring). Please gather these 
supplies now and label them with your 

student's name. Also a bin or box will be 
useful to keep these supplies organized.

Attention Spence CRVA Families: You are mighty mustangs, 
so some things included in this newsletter are important for 
you. Some of the things included, however, may not apply.

Happy Fall to our Spence Elementary Families!

Even though this year is quite different than any 
year we have ever experienced, it seems like 
families and staff are settling into the school year. 
It’s hard to believe that we are starting October 
already! Please mark your calendars as Parent 
Teacher Conferences are coming up on Monday, 
October 12th from 12:00-8:00pm and Thursday, 
October 15th from 3:20-7:20pm. The Parent 
Teacher Conferences will be held virtually. If you 
haven’t signed up for a time yet, please go to 
Skyward Family Access to complete the process.

When teachers are meeting 1:1 with students 
over the next few weeks, the teachers will be 
continuing to build relationships with students 
but will also be working to assess your student 
virtually. Your student will be reading books, 
words, and/or letters, writing and answering 
questions for the teacher. Please allow the 
students to respond independently so that the 
teacher can gain the most accurate information to 
use to best teach your child. Thank you! Let me 
know if you have any questions.

Respectfully,
Mrs. K. Huth



ELEMENTARY PROGRESS REPORTS & REPORT CARDS
During the 2019-2020 school year, the district established an 
elementary parent work group to consider adjustments to the district’s 
elementary report card. One recommendation that evolved from the 
work group was to discontinue the practice of providing report cards at 
the end of quarters one and three. The rationale for this change 
stemmed from the fact that quarter one and three report cards were 
issued not long after teachers conducted parent teacher 
conferences. This made much of the information to be shared on 
quarter one and three report cards redundant. As a result of the work 
group’s discussions, it was determined that teachers would instead 
prepare a formal Progress Report to share with family during 
fall/spring parent teacher conferences.

Elementary teachers will provide information on student progress as 
follows:

•During fall and spring parent teacher conferences, teachers will 
share newly-developed Progress Reports with families. These 
Progress Reports will provide academic and social development 
information with relation to standard academic benchmarks, 
district benchmarks, academic screeners, assessments, and 
teacher observation.
•Progress Reports--in conjunction with the Parent Teacher 
conferences--will replace the traditional report cards formerly 
delivered in fall and spring.
•Traditional (scored) report cards will be sent home at the end 
of semester one and semester two.

SPOTLIGHT ON LMC
Hello Spence Campers!  
Some new and exciting things are happening in the library.  First, we now have a 
book return that is located to the far left of our front entrance.  This allows 
families to drop off books at anytime.  Second, we will be starting curbside 
library pick-up the last week of September.  Your child will receive a lesson on 
how to check out on September 23, through his/her teacher’s Canvas page.  You 
will have the opportunity to place “holds” on up to 4 books at a time.  You can 
pick those books up at Spence Elementary on Tuesdays and Wednesdays 
between 9:00 and 3:00 and Thursdays between 12:00 and 6:00.  You will call 
789-5587 and Mrs. Pence or Mrs. Dunn will bring the books out to you.  We are 
excited to get books in the hands of our happy campers!

Happy Reading!
-Mrs. Dunn



PBIS: HOME TO SCHOOL CONNECTION
Welcome to Camp Spence! We hope you were able to 
watch the Welcome Back Assembly video that Mrs. 
Powell and Mrs. Buxton put together for you. Usually, 
we would gather in the gym to celebrate a new 
school year, but this year we had to do things a bit 
differently. The Spence staff is excited to have you 
back, even if we can only see you through our 
screens.

Just because we aren't practicing our expectations in 
person, doesn't mean we don't have to follow them. 
Remember that we show Mustang Pride no matter 
where we are because we are ALWAYS Mighty 
Mustangs. At home, talk with your family about being 
safe, respectful and responsible during remote 
learning. Break down the different parts of your day -
when your teacher is teaching, work time, break time, 
specials, etc. - and talk about what safety, respect and 
responsibility look like during each of those times.

We look forward to more assemblies, even if they are 
virtual, and kicking off our Champions of learning 
lessons. Let's have a great year, campers!

Be Safe. Be Respectful. Be Responsible.

-Spence PBIS Team
Positive Behavior Interventions & Supports

DONATIONS
Thank you for thinking of Spence Elementary 
for any donations. We are currently most in 

need of grocery gift cards.

The Spence food pantry program offers food pantry bags to 
families once each month. During any month that students 
are learning virtually, we will provide delivery of the food 

pantry bags. The October food pantry bag will be delivered 
on October 8th. Please call Miss Tawni at 608-789-8878 if 

you would like to be added to the list for a food pantry bag. 

SPENCE FOOD PANTRY

PROJECT
SPOTLIGHT



President- Britney Zeimentz
Vice President – Emily Vien

Treasurer- Nicole Rupp
Secretary – Tricia George

K I N D E R G A R T E N

LEARNING 
LETTERS IN 
OUR NAMES 

As with most things, PTO has gone virtual! We had our first PTO meeting of the school year on Google 
Meet. During the meeting we discussed the yearly PTO budget and planned our fall fundraiser. The next 
meeting is scheduled for Thursday, November 12th at 5:30pm. When you attend you’ll:
•Connect with other parents and teachers
•Be the first to hear about important news and upcoming
•Have a voice in the activities and programs PTO supports
•Learn how students and teachers benefit from the work of PTO

Also, our annual PTO Fall Fundraiser is coming up! This is our biggest fundraiser of the year, and it will run 
October 5th-30th.We will be varying slightly from our Fun Run format this year and all parts of the 
fundraiser will be happening virtually. The Mustang Minutes Marathon will focus on both reading and 
physical activity participation and well as fundraising! We’ll be able to work together to support the 
programs we love at Spence while remaining socially distant. What a great way to encourage our students 
to exercise both their bodies and their minds! Students can earn exciting Camp Spence prizes AND we 
have awesome school-wide surprises when we reach our goals together. Last year we raised $15,000 
thanks to donations raised by our students, the community and business sponsorships. We are hoping to 
match that same amount this year to fund future field trips, student activities, virtual classroom supplies 
and much more. More details will be coming soon. Get ready to have FUN!

If you have any questions about getting involved with PTO, email us at spencepto@gmail.com. 



Happy fall everyone! Although the garden has not had its many usual student visitors this growing season, it has had a 
fruitful season of production. Last spring, we had made the decision to plant the garden in the hopes that the students 
would be able to attend summer school or fall lessons within the space. Although things didn't turn out as we had hoped, 
we were able to grow a generous amount of produce. In collaboration with the school cafeteria, we are now able to 
utilize the garden produce for the school lunch food packs that will be distributed out to students beginning in 
September. I am excited to finally get this food into the hands of the students, even if it's not through an actual "garden 
experience".

We are holding off on any in-person garden lessons this fall but be on the lookout for a virtual garden tour and a goodbye 
message from me as well. This will be my last season as the Coordinator of the Spence Elementary School Garden. The 
changes within everyone's lives have been many this year, myself included; and although I am sad to be leaving this 
position at the end of 2020, life is steering me in a different direction. Being in this role has been one of my life's great
honors and I am so very grateful for every teacher, staff member, and student that I was fortunate enough to work with. 
The teaching experiences that I was able to offer within that outdoor classroom space are many, and I believe the space 
and time spent out there affects everyone for the positive each and every time.

The garden will still be a very important part of the Spence culture with a replacement for me coming on board 
sometime in 2021. I plan on continuing to be a part of the garden through volunteering efforts in the coming years. I 
thank you all for your support through the years and I look forward to seeing the garden continue on in all of its 
greatness for MANY years to come.

Myself and the Garden Committee would like to take an opportunity to thank Heather Young with Thrivent Financial for 
sponsoring our amazing garden for the past 4 years. Heather has been more than a financial supporter; she has served 
on the Garden Committee and has been an active participant in the evolution 
and journey of this garden since its inception. Thank you, Heather, for all that you have done 
for this garden, for the students, and for the school as a whole. We are forever grateful for your 
contributions! If you care to learn more about Thrivent Financial, please contact Heather. 
She would love to hear from you! https://connect.thrivent.com/heather-young/

May you find much joy during this season of fall and harvest all the goodness it has in store for you.
With much gratitude, Miss Kristy

Miss Kristy's Garden Updates

Our Spence Preschoolers are already 
"flying" through this first month of 

virtual 4K! After reading Today I Will 
Fly by Mo Willems, these Spence 
Preschoolers are ready to take on 
anything this year throws at them. 
Check out some of the playful ways 

they have flew already: kites, rockets, 
butterflies, astronauts, and help from 
dad! These preschoolers are already 
off to a great start on learning about 
Mustang Pride, starting with being 

Bucket Fillers. Want to join in and be 
a Bucket Filler too? A smile is the 

easiest way to fill someone's bucket 
with good feelings. Bonus! When 

you fill someone else's bucket, your 
bucket fills too!

Way to go preschoolers!





SPENCE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL PARTNERS IN LEARNING
At Spence, we have a school-wide Title 1 program. We partner with our parents, 
students and staff to encourage learning. We know that students learn best when 
everyone works together.  You may see the following agreement at conferences or 
with some of our Title 1 initiatives.

STUDENT/PARENT/TEACHER COMPACT
As a STUDENT, I pledge to: 
• attend school regularly and be on time.
• do my best in class and on my school work.
• ask for help when I don’t understand something.
• come prepared each day (supplies, books, completed work).
• keep a positive attitude towards self, others, school and learning.
• discuss with my parents what I am learning about in school.
• use my public or school library. 

Student Signature

As a PARENT, I pledge to: 
• ensure that my child attends school regularly and is on time. 
• provide enough time and an environment at home that allows my child to complete school work 

and/or study at home.
• encourage my child to do his/her best work.
• be aware of my child’s progress by attending conferences and requested meetings, monitoring 

homework, checking schoolwork and communicating with school staff.
• reinforce to my child the importance of respect for self and others. 
• encourage good reading habits by reading to or with my child and by reading myself.

Parent Signature

As a TEACHER, I pledge to: 
• be a positive role model.
• provide a positive learning environment that builds self-esteem and academic knowledge where 

students can be successful. 
• maintain high expectations for myself and the students. 
• communicate and work with families to support students learning. 
• show respect to parents, students and family situations. 
• encourage good reading habits and study skills.
• provide for 2-way communication with parents about what children are learning in school and 

how families can enhance children’s learning at home.

Teacher Signature



The School District of La Crosse is working on reopening plans for when we 
can begin face-to-face instruction. As we look forward to this, please take note 

of the attendance guidelines below.
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