S P E N C E E L E M E N TA R Y S C H O O L
PARENT NEWSLETTER DECEMBER 2020
The Place to Succeed!
Every Student ~ Every Day

Dear Spence Elementary Families,
I hope everyone made the most out of the Thanksgiving
holiday as we try to find joy in different ways this year. As
you already know, Dr. Engle has extended the virtual
learning until at least January 18, 2021. As we continue
with virtual learning, please feel free to reach out at any
time if you have questions about your child’s education. A
strong partnership between home and school will help
support each student reach the highest potential.

DECEMBER
4 – Early Release
10 – Food Pantry Distribution
23 – Jan 1 NO SCHOOL
23 – Holiday Meal Pack Pickup
30 – Holiday Meal Pack Pickup

As we enter December, find joy in the traditions your
families have and make new ones along the way! I
encourage families to follow the guidelines that the health
experts are sharing with us to mitigate risk of COVID-19
spreading. I am wishing you a very happy holiday season
and a happy 2021!
Warm Wishes,
Mrs. K. Huth

SPENCE FOOD PANTRY

Spence food pantry bags are
distributed on the 2nd Thursday each
month, October through May.
Please call 608-789-7773 to be added
to the distribution list if you are in
need of this monthly grocery
supplement.

Similar to the Thanksgiving meal
packs, the School District Nutrition
Department will be providing
Holiday Meal Packs for students
over winter break. Pickups will be
at Central or Logan High Schools
from 4 to 6pm on December 23
and December 30. Preorder will be
required. Watch your email for the
link to preorder.

U P D AT E S B Y G R A D E
4K
Our preschool friends have added the letters E, M, and T to the
list of letters they have learned about this year! Fun themes
from the month were a tight ELECTION between Duck, Grace,
and Mrs.Powell. Despite her best campaign efforts, Mrs. Powell
pulled off a win for the morning class, but fell short to Duck in
the afternoon. Letter M proved to be magnificent as students
showed tribute to their mail carriers, learned how to draw
people with the help of our friend Mat Man, and learned about
the importance of wearing a mask. Finally, we ended November
with letter T and climbing aboard the Thankful Train! Preschool
students and families collected over 200 canned vegetables for
their November Family day to help the group Everyone Needs A
Helping Hand with their community Thanksgiving
meals. Students also learned the importance of caring for our
teeth with a special virtual visit and gift from a community
dentistry, Siegert Dental. We found out that we have SO MUCH
to be thankful for in preschool.

K

Literacy- Students have been practicing beginning sounds, rhyming, syllables, and
sight word recognition.
Math- The students started adding. They are learning about different addition
strategies. We are continuing to work on shape identification, number recognition,
10 frames, and counting.

Writing- The students were introduced to opinion writing. They learned about what an opinion is.
They have written many opinion pieces including why they chose that opinion. The students are
learning to sound out the words in a sentence, write the sounds they hear, make spaces between
words, and add punctuation at the end.
Science/Social Studies- We have covered a variety of topics last month: Fall, scarecrows, turkeys,
Mo Willems author study and being thankful. In December we will cover the following themes:
gingerbread, reindeer, and Christmas.

First graders have been learning so many new things over the past month!
We've worked on writing statements and questions, and we wrapped up our
narrative writing unit. In December we will focus on informational writing
while learning about holiday celebrations around the world. Our month will
be filled with new information on different countries and how they celebrate
holidays, as well as making several crafts! We continue to practice our reading
fluency, and have introduced beginning blends to go with our short vowels. In
math we are practicing addition and subtraction, and learning about how they
work together in our fact families. We will begin working on unknown
partners this month. We are so proud of what the first graders are doing, and
appreciate your support at home! Keep up the great work!

1st

1 ST G R A D E TA L K I N G S T I C K
GALLERY

2nd

We are so proud of the Second graders who have been attending the live
instruction and completing the assigned work. We appreciate the support
from home.
Goals for the upcoming months:
1. 100% participation in the daily live instruction.
2. Students read 15 or more minutes five days a week outside of virtual
school.
3. Completion of a Reflex session three times each week (Make sure the
light is totally green).
4. Students need to have books at their level in their learning space.
5. Students need to submit assignments within the week they are given.
We hope your families enjoy the excitement of the holiday season!

Hello 3rd grade families! Thank you for your patience with virtual learning. We miss being in the
classroom with the children and can’t wait to be back at school. We know it is challenging and
appreciate all of your support. In math, we are working on multiplication and division, skip
counting and related/repeated addition. Please continue to practice multiplication facts each
day! In ELA, we are learning about informative writing. The children are just beginning to learn
about the process of gathering facts and will move on to do their own research. We are also
reading and discussing fables and folktales. In social studies, we are
learning about maps and globes. We have been discussing the parts
of a map and looking at the continents and oceans.
Happy holidays and be safe!
Mr. Xiong, Mr. Bina
Third Grade Team

3rd

This month 4th grade has been hard at work learning
many new things! In math, we have been learning new
multiplication strategies when we work on multiplying
2 digits by 1 digit. We have worked on using the area
model, place value sections method, expanded
notation method and algebraic method. We are also re-enforcing our
addition and subtraction skills daily. Please remind your child to use
their Reflex math app daily. This will really help strengthen their facts
that we use daily in class.

4th

In science we are finishing our first unit, Soils, Rocks, and Landforms.
In this unit we talked about types of landforms, different materials in
soil, how rocks are effected in our daily environments, and different
physical and chemical effects that occur. We will finish this unit just
before our fall break.
In reading we are finishing a unit covering reading strategies. In this
unit we talked about several different reading strategies and how to
utilize these when we read daily. We learned about
compare/contrast, cause/effect, description, order/sequence and
problem/solution. Please remind your child to read 20 minutes every
day.
In writing we are currently working on our informative unit. Our
students are researching a national park and learning about wildlife,
things to see, people/history, and any fun facts they find. They will
take this information and create a digital book to present what they
learned.
Please reach out to the team if you have any questions! We are
happy to help!

5th
5th grade has had
another amazing month!
Students worked
their way through an
Escape Room challenge
about the Revolutionary
War. Then they began
reading and discussing
stories about the
American Revolution in
book groups. In math,
they have just finished
learning how to add and
subtract fractions as well
as mixed numbers. In
writing, they are creating
personal narrative
stories about events in
their lives such as fishing
trips, camping, sports,
birthday parties, and
injuries. Students are
turning their final drafts
into books that can be
shared!

President – Britney Zeimentz
Vice President – Emily Vien
Treasurer – Nicole Rupp
Secretary – Tricia George
spencepto@gmail.com

Spotlight On LMC

Even though we are not face-to-face, I am still ordering new books for our library. I would love for
every Spence student to have books checked out from our library. We do offer Curbside pick-up of
books on Tuesdays and Wednesdays from 9-3 and on Thursdays from 12-6. If those times do not
work for you, please call 789-8923 to arrange for another time or email me at
sdunn@lacrossesd.org. Also, we have a wonderful library drop box just outside of our
front entrance for dropping off books any day, any time. In case you need a refresher on how to
put books on hold for pick up, here is the video
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XRcbtdYZXMg. Also, just a reminder, that every student has
access to my Canvas page where you can find tutorials on our ebook programs, book talks and
lessons. Reading gives us a place to go when we have to stay where we are.
Happy Reading!
-Mrs. Dunn

PBIS SCHOOL TO HOME
CONNECTION

Spence teachers and staff are proud
of all our Spence students for
modeling Mustang Pride even in the
virtual school world, and we wanted
to do something to share our
recognition. In the past, students
were recognized at a bronze, silver,
or gold status for earning Mustang
Prides. Mustang Prides are given to
students when they are modeling
respectful, responsible, and safe
behavior. This year, we are starting
our Monthly Mustangs Club. Each
month, we will recognize students
that showed Mustang Pride for that
month in our newsletter, as well as
send them a certificate of
awesomeness for being the best
Mustangs they can be. We look
forward to seeing YOU in our
newsletter next month for our first
Monthly Mustangs Club. Remember
- showing Mustang Pride means that
you are being the best Mustang you
can be, even when nobody's
watching.
Positive Behavior Interventions & Supports

Spence PBIS Team

Please join us LIVE in specialists every Monday through
Friday.: 12pm- 5th, 12:30- 4th, 1pm- 3rd, 1:30- 2nd, 2pm- 1st,
2:30- kindergarten
Spence student artist continue to create. Check out their
work in two ways:
1.SPENCE STUDENT GALLERY
PAGE https://padlet.com/rmetz1/hqtkqvnwe8nfxcfp
2. Students made HOW-TO-DRAW videos! Check them out
and draw along on the ART Canvas home page.
The Pumphouse Regional Art Center is offering a variety of
art kits:
•

•

A Christmas clay bell project kit is available for $20. Visit the
website to reserve a
kit: https://www.thepumphouse.org/product/take-homeclay-project-kit/
The Soul Box project is an origami art activism project to
memorialize lives lost to gun violence. The Pumphouse is
offering complimentary folding supplies for families to
participate. Visit the website to learn
more: https://www.thepumphouse.org/events/soul-boxproject/

The Pumphouse is located in downtown LaCrosse at 119
King Street, 608-785-1434.

PICK

Choose winter squash with firm
skin free of nicks, cracks, or soft
areas with an attached stem.
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STORE

Fresh, whole squash can be stored
in a cool dark place for several
weeks to months depending on
variety. Store cooked squash
refrigerated for a few days or
freeze up to 6 months.

DECEMBER

WINTER SQUASH
FUN FACTS

▪ In Native American folklore, winter squash was one of
the “three sisters”, along with corn and beans and were
staple foods in their diet.
▪ There are over 15 different types including: butternut,
Delicata, Hubbard, banana, acorn and spaghetti squash.

NUTRITION INFO

One cup of cooked, cubed squash has 115 calories and
provides vitamins A & C and fiber.

PREPARE

Winter squash is versatile. It can
be baked, microwaved, roasted,
sautéed, boiled, and/or steamed.
Use a very sharp knife to cut or
peel.

USE

Puree cooked squash and add to
soups for a creamy texture. The
seeds can be roasted and eaten
like pumpkin seeds. Try using a
spiralizer to make squash noodles.
No spiralizer? Try spaghetti
squash!

Roasted Butternut Squash Fries
Serves 6

Ingredients:
• 1 medium butternut squash
• 1 Tbsp. olive oil
• 1 tsp. dried thyme or 1 Tbsp. chopped fresh
thyme
• 1 tsp. dried rosemary or 1 Tbsp. chopped
fresh rosemary
• ½ tsp. salt

Directions:
Heat oven to 425°F. Lightly coat a baking sheet
with olive oil. Peel the skin from butternut squash
and cut into even sticks, about ½ inch wide and 3
inches long. In a medium bowl, combine the
squash, oil, thyme, rosemary and salt; mix until the
squash is evenly coated. Spread onto the baking
sheet and roast for 15 minutes. Remove the baking
sheet from the oven and shake to loosen the
squash. Flip squash and place back in the oven for
15-25 minutes until golden brown.

Per serving: 110 calories, 2.5g fat, 0g saturated fat, 2g protein, 23g carbohydrate, 4g fiber, 200mg sodium
for more information visit www.laxf2s.org
Coulee Region Farm to School is a partnership between La Crosse County
Health Department, Mayo Clinic Health System – Franciscan Healthcare,
Gundersen Health System, and the School Districts of Bangor, Holmen,
La Crescent-Hokah, La Crosse, Onalaska, and West Salem.

