
S P E N C E  E L E M E N TA R Y  S C H O O L
PARENT NEWSLETTER, MAY/JUNE 2021

MAY
4-6 – WI FORWARD

4 – PTO Meeting, 5:30pm
7 – 4th Grade Lumberjack

Breakfast

7 – Early Release, 12:40pm

10-11 – Artist in Residence
10-14 – WI FORWARD,

Makeups

24-26 – Artist in Residence

28 – CRVA iPad Turn-in

31 – Memorial Day

31 – NO SCHOOL

JUNE
1 – CRVA iPad Turn-in

2 – Spence iPad Turn-in

3 – LAST DAY OF SCHOOL

The Place to Succeed!          
Every Student ~ Every Day

Spence Elementary Families,

Spring has sprung! With spring comes discussion and planning for the upcoming 
school year! Even though we are starting to plan for the 2021-2022 school year, I 
want to recognize our staff. They have put in a tremendous amount of dedication 
during this school year.

As we enter the first weeks of May, the teachers and school nurse often get 
recognized for Teacher Appreciation and School Nurse’s Day! If you have interaction 
with the school’s teachers, health assistant and nurse, you will know how talented, 
student-centered and positive they are. Yet, I think about the staff that interact with 
our children each and every day! Each one of them is a ‘teacher’ of sorts. Every 
adult in school has a role in educating our children. Some of our children begin, and 
end, their day with members of our transportation department as they journey to 
school on a bus. We have come to expect a safe delivery of our children and that 
goal is met everyday by our transportation staff. Once the children arrive at school, 
many enjoy a nutritious breakfast, and later in the day a lunch provided by our food 
service department that gets to know your child on a first name basis, knows their 
likes and dislikes and greets them with a smile. Our teacher assistants work with 
individuals and groups of children to meet their needs and provide supervision 
during lunch, on the playground, and in the classroom. Our school nurse and health 
assistant, Ms. Melissa and Ms. Tawni, serves the students in school with a variety of 
illnesses, bumps and COVID responses. We can’t say enough about the work our 
nurse and health assistant have done this year! Our school engineering staff 
provide our children with a safe, clean, and inviting buildings and grounds to enter 
everyday. Our school administrative assistants, Ms. Linda and Ms. Kelsey, 
coordinates all of the demands of the office and support of all the rest of the staff, 
families and community. Our teachers, guidance, and student service staff work to 
ensure that your child is getting the best possible education. The Spence family 
truly cares about your kids!

Just a reminder that students should be dropped off no earlier than 7:45am. Please 
stop, have your child exit the car quickly and safely. If you are in the front circle, or 
bus loading area, do not double park, get out of your vehicle to walk a student in or 
park for an extended period of time. If you park across the street, please find the 
nearest crosswalk to safely walk students to the building! We do better working
together! Thank you.

Respectfully, Mrs. K. Huth

ABSENCE/ILLNESS 
COMMUNICATION
Please remember to call 
the Spence office if your 

student will be out of 
school for the day. 

(608) 789-7773

Although it is 
appreciated that parents 

update the classroom 
teacher as well, the 

Spence office should be 
the primary call to report 

an absence.



U P D AT E S  B Y  G R A D E

K

4K

First Graders are studying the ocean during the month of May. We are 
learning about many different ocean animals and the ocean ecosystem. We 
will choose an ocean animal to research and write an informational book on 
those animals. We will also be reading non-fiction texts in our reading groups 

about the ocean. In Math we are finishing up geometry, time, and measurement and will be 
starting to record and analyze data. We are also learning how to use comparison bars when 
solving a story problem. In Science we are studying plants and animals. This includes growing 
grasses, seeds, and visiting the garden! We are excited to have the WisCorps program visit school 
this month to help us learn more about insects and animal features.

1st

In April the preschoolers really celebrated growth! We learned all about different animal 
groups with the letter A, while also exploring non-fiction texts. We studied the zoo 
animals with our fun dramatic play center. We ZOOMED into outer space, and celebrated 
Earth day by busting out the preschool balance bikes and cleaning up our 
neighborhood! We finished April learning about the letter W with a focus on 

weather. Letters we conquered this month were: A, O, Z, U, and W! We also learned all about: hexagon, 
trapezoid, and oval. Preschool had their first off site Family Day of the year and headed to the marsh 
where they explored our surroundings and made seedbalm. One month left, and still lots of fun and 
learning to be had!

Literacy- Students have been working on counting the number of syllables in 
words, reading and writing CVC words, sight word recognition, digraph sounds, 
and letter sounds. We are also learning about long vowel sounds.

Math - Math skills we are continuing to practice are: addition, subtraction, teen numbers, 
counting to 100, and number writing. Students are also learning about 3D shapes (cone, 
cylinder, sphere, and cube).

Writing- We are working on uppercase and lowercase letter formation and sentence writing. 
The students are encouraged to write a beginning, middle, and ending to their writing. We are 
continuing to add details, work on spacing, and adding punctuation at the end of sentences.

Science/Social Studies- Upcoming themes for May are: Insects, Eric Carle author study, and 
plants/flowers.



5th
Measurement, area, perimeter, and volume - these geometry topics have been our focus in 
math this month. We even played a game of Hollywood Squares to test our knowledge! In 
writing students presented their opinion papers and most recently they prepared their DARE 

essays to show what they've learned with Officer Weaver. In Content we've been learning a great deal 
about Hmong culture thanks to leaders in our community who were willing to share their stories from Laos 
and Thailand, their language, family traditions, and so much more.

4th

In 4th grade, we have been working hard on our Forward Exam. During this time, we are 
working to ensure that all students are well rested, hydrated, and have eaten a nutritious 
breakfast. We test in the morning, so these things are vital for ensuring student success.

In addition to testing, we are continuing through our regular academic curriculum. In math, we are 
continuing to work on fractions. Students are learning about equivalent fractions, how to simplify 
fractions, and how to change fractions into decimals. These concepts are vital as we continue to build 
upon them through fourth and then into fifth grade.

In social studies, we are in a unit called Lead, Soil and Sawdust. In this unit, we learn about Wisconsin’s 
natural resources in the 18-1900s, as well as about farming, mining, and how Wisconsin became known as 
the dairy state. We end the chapter by learning about the logging industry and what loggers have done 
from the 1800s until now. At the completion of the Wisconsin Forward Exam, we will celebrate by having a 
grade level Lumberjack breakfast.

In reading, we have focused the past few weeks on Greek and Latin Roots of words as well as prefixes in 
words. We have learned a variety of roots and prefixes and how to use those to help determine what an 
unknown word means. Students are starting to notice some of these in their daily reading and writing.

In writing, we just finished our narrative unit. In this unit, students worked to strengthen their writing skills 
by writing fictional stories about a topic of their choice. Once we finished writing, students typed them 
and shared them with their class. Our next unit is our final opinion unit for this year.

Please continue to have your child read daily at home. This is a huge help in growing skills in every subject 
area. We only have a month left of school, let’s make it a great end to 4th grade! 

3rd
In math, students are working on telling 
time with an analog clock to the exact 
minute. This is followed by elapsed time 
that occasionally can be challenging. 

Furthermore, we have been doing weekly spiral math 
reviews in preparation for the Wisconsin Forward 
Exam. In writing, students are working to complete 
their opinion papers. This is a fun unit as many 
interesting topics and conversations were discovered. 
In science, we will conclude the year with our FOSS 
units - Water & Climate and Motion & Matter.

It has been a pleasure teaching this great group of 
students this year.

In Partnership, Mr. Bina & Mr. Xiong

2nd
In second grade, we have 
been working on making 
our fairy tales into 
movies. We have also been 

working on writing complete sentences and 
paragraphs. In reading we have been 
working on character studies and 
summarizing. We continue to work on 
addition and subtraction to 1,000. The kids 
are also learning about life cycles. They 
planted pumpkins, sunflowers, beans, and 
marigolds. The kids were very excited about 
taking them home and watching them 
grow.



SPOTLIGHT ON LMC
It’s hard to believe that this unusual school year is coming to an end.  Just like everyone, I have learned 
new ways to keep our students engaged in reading.  I am happy that we were able to offer curbside 
checkout while we were learning virtually.  As a result, we have a book mailbox outside of our front 
entrance.  Even though we are no longer virtual, you are welcome to place Spence library books in that 
mailbox at any time.  It is so wonderful to have the kids come to the library to find their books now.  As 
the school year comes to an end, I ask that all library books are returned to the library no later than May 
24.  If you have been unable to find a book, you may write a check for it to Spence Elementary to pay for 
it.  
It has been a pleasure to work with all of the students at Spence Elementary!  I encourage your child to 
continue to read and learn throughout the summer, and I look forward to working with each of them 
again in the fall!

Happy Reading!
-Mrs. Dunn

SPENCE GARDEN UPDATE
Despite the cold temps, the garden is slowly waking up. The monarda, anise hyssop, chives, and rhubarb 
have been emerging from the soil, along with a myriad of other perennials. Students have used recess time 
to prep the garden by pulling weeds, planting seeds, watering, and incorporating more soil into our raised 
beds. They’ve become more acquainted with the garden by digging for worms, and we’ve taken a closer 
look at the root systems of the weeds, even delighting in some of them, such as the small nitrogen 
releasing nodules found on clover roots. Some students have used the space to bring out their creative 
sides, picking dandelion flowers and nestling them into various crevices, adding a bit of spring cheer to our 
learning space.

During the first lesson, students started seeds underneath the grow lights in their school. We introduced a 
new component to the garden: the Curiosity Notebook. The Curiosity Notebook lives in the garden shed. 
Whenever students are out in the garden – whether for recess, with their teachers, or during lessons –
they are encouraged to write any questions they have in the Curiosity Notebook. These inquiries will later 
be answered together. The Curiosity Notebook is intended to promote the first step to scientific 
experimentation and research – an eagerness to learn more.

As we watch the blossoms open and the garden continues to grow, students are sharing stories of past 
years, and what they have loved most about their time in the garden. We are thankful to have this space to 
learn and grow in together.

Volunteer:
Are you interested in volunteering in the garden? We are seeking volunteers to help with both regular 
watering shifts this summer and with bigger clean-up projects. Please email danascheffen@gmail.com to 
sign up.

Other ways to support the garden:
We will be having a garden fundraiser on Saturday, May 22nd. Mark your calendars and tell your friends -
from 11-1 you can drive up to 2102 Market Street, purchase a bag of fresh cheese curds, and support the 
school garden and outdoor classroom! You can find more information in the link to the event below: 
https://www.facebook.com/events/490489072298270

mailto:danascheffen@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/events/490489072298270


-Spence PBIS Team - Positive Behavior Interventions & Supports 

PBIS SCHOOL TO HOME CONNECTION
Our Spence Mustangs recently celebrated Earth Day with an Earth Day Spirit Week. During the 
week students participated in a variety of dress up themes and took on different Earth Day 
challenges. As a school we collected a trailer full of aluminum cans, and all money will go to the 
Spence PTO. Students were also encouraged to walk or bike to school or walk at recess. Students 
who participated were entered into a drawing where they could win stickers, t-shirts or a helmet 
from Smith's Bike Shop. Congratulations to all of our winners!

We wrapped up Earth Week with a virtual assembly. Mrs. Buxton and Mrs. Powell, with the help 
of a few classes throughout the building, reviewed our school wide expectations of being safe, 
respectful, and responsible. Students watched videos of classrooms modeling bathroom, hallway, 
lunchroom, and classroom lunch expectations. The video wrapped up with photos of our Earth 
Day Spirit Week hall/door decorating challenge, where classrooms used the theme of "Growth" to 
decorate. There are so many amazing displays in the hallways of Spence right now!

As we head into the last month of school, the planning is underway to celebrate the conclusion of 
what has been a year of tremendous growth for all students, staff, and families. Remember to 
always be safe, respectful, and responsible!

Be Safe. Be Respectful. Be Responsible.

Health Room News
The end of the school year is fast 

approaching!  If your child has any 
medications, inhalers, or epi pens at school, 
these medications will need to be picked up 

by a parent or guardian.  

Medications WILL NOT be sent home with 
your child for safety reasons. Medications 
that are not picked up by the last day of 

school will be destroyed.

Have a safe and fun summer!

Melissa Kujak Tawni O’Rourke
School Nurse Health Assistant

We have gathered a large 
amount of lost and found items 
over the winter. Please remind 

your student to take a quick walk 
past all of our lost and found 

items if they are missing 
something! All lost and found 

items will be set out in the 
hallway near the gymnasium.



President- Britney Zeimentz
Vice President - Emily Vien

Treasurer- Nicole Rupp
Secretary - Tricia George
spencepto@gmail.com

Upcoming PTO Meeting
Tuesday, May 4th @ 5:30 pm
PTO Board Officer Election & End of School Year Plans
You can join this virtual meeting by:
1.Clicking the meeting link or typing this URL into your browser: 
meet.google.com/wfc-bfjh-wnn
2.Follow the onscreen prompts to join the meeting.

Spence PTO Family Fun Raffle
Tickets: $10 each or 3 for $25
On April 16th Spence PTO began selling raffle tickets for some very exciting prizes. Tickets are still 
available for purchase on the following dates outside of Spence Door A. Look for the yard signs!
April 30th 2:15pm-3:15pm
May 5th 7:30am-8:15am
May 14th 2:15pm-3:15pm
-Xbox Series X Console & $50 Game Pass-
-Hover-1 Self Balancing Scooter-
-Family Camping Package-
(Includes Tent, 2 Sleeping Bags, Igloo Cooler & Smores Kit)
-4 Passes to the La Crosse Loggers-

Winners will be drawn after ticket sales end on May 14th. Winners need not be present to win.

http://meet.google.com/wfc-bfjh-wnn


Spotlight on 
Personal Safety 

 
At Spence, our expectations are to 
be “safe, respectful, and 
responsible, and during the month 
of May, we will spend time during 
guidance classes learning about 
safety.  In grades K-2, we will talk 
about our 8 Never-Never Rules for 
Safety and our Body Safety Rules: 
 
1. Never ride on wheels without wearing 

a helmet 
2. Never Ride in a car without wearing a 

seatbelt 
3. Never use a sharp tool without an 

older person’s help 
4. Never touch a dog without asking the 

person in charge 
5. Never cross the street without 

checking all ways for traffic 
6. Never touch guns 
7. Never go into water without an older 

person watching 
8. Never play with fire 
 
In our older grades, we will review 
our Safety Rules through stations 
and games. 
 

I encourage you to ask your 
student about safety: 
 

• How can you tell if something or 
someone is unsafe? 

• Who can you talk to if you feel 
unsafe? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Counselor’s 
 CORNER  

 

Guidance Topics this Month 
 

K-5th Grades:   
Personal Safety and Transitions 
 

 

Contact Information 
Katie Jeseritz 

School Counselor 
 (608) 789-8890 

KJeserit@lacrossesd.org 
 

May 2021 

 

 



MAY

lettuce

HARVEST OF THE MONTH
NEWSLETTER 05/2021

Strawberry Lettuce and Spinach Salad

f o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  v is i t  w w w . la xf 2 s . o r g

FUN FACTS
▪ Lettuce can be found in red and green varieties. The 

darker the lettuce, the greater the nutritional content.

▪ On average, Americans eat 30 pounds of lettuce a year!

▪ Lettuce dates back 6000 years and was eaten by ancient 
Egyptians.

Ingredients:
▪ 1 cup sunflower or 

pumpkin seeds
▪ ½ pound cucumbers
▪ ½ pound fresh 

strawberries
▪ ½ pound baby spinach
▪ ½ pound romaine 

lettuce

Dressing:
▪ 1 ½ Tbsp. Balsamic 

vinegar
▪ 1 ¼ Tbsp. maple syrup
▪ ¼ tsp. Dijon mustard
▪ ¼ tsp. garlic powder
▪ ¼ tsp. kosher salt
▪ ¼ tsp. black pepper
▪ ¼ cup olive oil

Directions:
Toast sunflower/pumpkin seeds in a large 
skillet over medium heat, stirring often, until 
fragrant and beginning to brown, 4-5 minutes. 
Transfer to a bowl and cool.  Peel cucumbers, 
cut in half lengthwise, slice ¼ inch. Hull 
strawberries and cut into ¼ inch slices. Trim 
romaine and cut into 1 inch pieces. Mix 
spinach and romaine in a large bowl. Mix 
dressing ingredients in a food processor with a 
steel blade until combined. Add oil in a stream 
and blend for 10-20 seconds. Drizzle dressing 
and toss to coat. 

Serves 5

Coulee Region Farm to School is a partnership between La Crosse County
Health Department, Mayo Clinic Health System – Franciscan Healthcare,
Gundersen Health System, and the School Districts of Bangor, Holmen,
La Crescent-Hokah, La Crosse, Onalaska, and West Salem.

NUTRITION INFO
Two cups of chopped lettuce has 10 calories and provides 
vitamin A and folate.

PICK
Choose lettuce that appears fresh 
and crisp with no wilting or brown 
spots.

STORE
Store in a plastic bag in the 
refrigerator away from fruit and 
use within a week. Lettuce should 
be rinsed thoroughly under cold 
water immediately before using. 
Dry the leaves with paper towel or 
a salad spinner.

PREPARE
Tear the leaves into bite-size 
pieces. Using a knife will cause 
the greens to turn brown.

USE
Try wrapping your hamburger in a 
lettuce leaf instead of a bun! Not 
a fan of lettuce on its own? Add 
strawberries or mandarin oranges 
for a sweeter taste or nuts and 
chicken for added protein.  

Per Serving (1 1/4 cup): 190 calories, 14g fat, 1g saturated fat, 4g protein, 14g carbohydrate, 4g fiber, 176mg sodium



Spence Elementary Menu – May 2021 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
Breakfast choice #2 is always cereal.

Breakfast includes fruit, juice, and white milk.
Lunch includes fruit, vegetable, choice of milk

Lunch Choice #2 is yogurt meal, which includes yogurt, additional 1 oz. protein.
***Menu is subject to change***

2 3  Day 2 4  Day 3 5 Day 4 6  Day 5 7  Day 6 8 
Breakfast Breakfast Breakfast Breakfast Breakfast 

#1 -Breakfast Bread #1-Appleways Bar & H-B Egg #1-WW Snackbread
#1- Mini Bagel w/Cream

Cheese 
#1- Mini Pancakes

Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch 

#1- Texas BBQ Pork on WG Bun #1 – Chicken Tenders #1 – Walking Taco (Local Beef) #1 – Sausage Pizza #1 – Fish Nuggets 

#2-Yogurt Meal #2-Yogurt Meal #2-Yogurt Meal #2-Yogurt Meal #2-Yogurt Meal 

Green Peas Oven Fries Tostito Scoops/Cowboy Corn Salsa Baby Carrots Fresh Veggies & Sidekick 

9 10  Day 1 11 Day 2 12 Day 3 13 Day 4 14 Day 5 15 
Breakfast Breakfast Breakfast Breakfast Breakfast 

#1- WG Muffin #1-Maple Waffles #1- WW Snackbread #1- Mini Cinnis #1- Frudel Pastry

Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch 

#1 – Hamburger on WG Bun #1 – Beef Taco (Local Beef) #1 – Colby Omelet #1 – Pepperoni Pizza #1 – Chicken Bacon Ranch Wrap 

#2-Yogurt Meal #2-Yogurt Meal #2-Yogurt Meal #2-Yogurt Meal #2-Yogurt Meal 

Roasted Veggies Fiesta Beans Potato Babycakes Baked Beans & Krispie Treat Carrot Coins 

16 17 Day 6  18 Day 1 19 Day 2 20 Day 3 21 Day 4  22 
Breakfast Breakfast Breakfast Breakfast Breakfast 

#1- Breakfast Bread #1- Appleways Bar & H-B Egg #1- WW Snackbread #1- Mini Bagel Cream Cheese #1- Mini Pancakes

Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch 

#1 – Chicken Nuggets #1 – Bakalars Hot Dog/Bun #1 – Beef Nachos (Local Beef) #1 – Cheese Pizza 
#1 – Cheeseburger on WG 

Bun 

#2-Yogurt Meal #2-Yogurt Meal #2-Yogurt Meal #2-Yogurt Meal #2-Yogurt Meal 

Fresh Veggies & WG Cookie Oven Fries Tortilla Chips & Cowboy Corn Salsa Green Peas Green Beans 

23 24 Day 5  25 Day 6 26 Day 1 27 Day 2 28 Day 3 29 
Breakfast Breakfast Breakfast Breakfast Breakfast 

#1- WG Muffin #1- Maple Waffles #1- WW Snackbread #1- Mini Cinnis #1- Frudel Pastry

Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch 

#1 – Chicken Patty Sandwich #1 – Macaroni & Cheese #1 – Orange Chicken w/Brown Rice #1 – Cheese Pizza #1 – WG Mini Corn Dogs 

#2-Yogurt Meal #2-Yogurt Meal #2-Yogurt Meal #2-Yogurt Meal #2-Yogurt Meal 

Carrot Coins Fresh Veggies Roasted Veggies Green Beans Smile Potatoes 

30 31 Memorial Day Notes 

No School

https://www.vertex42.com/calendars/word-calendar-template.html
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