DECEMBER
3 – Early Release, 12:40pm
Our school is looking for substitute teachers, substitute
teacher assistants, and substitute cooks.
To be eligible to substitute teach, you need either an
associates degree or a bachelor's degree. Your degree can
be in any field; it does not need to be in education to be a
short-term substitute teacher (less than 45 days in the
same role). Substitute teachers can choose the school,
subject, and/or grades that they are interested in working
and have flexibility on what days that they would like to
work. For example, we have recruited one recent UW-L
grad who is finishing his graduate degree to work one day
per week in phy-ed.
To be eligible to be a substitute teacher assistant, you
need to have 48-post high school credits in any field or
you can take a program through the district that allows
you to be certified upon completion. The district can
usually be flexible with start and/or end times as needed
for TA subs to accommodate parents' schedules.
Parents who are looking for a short shift in the middle of
the day that allows flexibility can also apply to be a
substitute cook.
Any candidates interested in subbing can contact Heidi
Mellem in the HR office at hmellem@lacrossesd.org or call
608-789-7953.

REMINDER:

Make sure to label
all your students’
snow gear with their names!

6-17 Spread the Cheer Food Drive
17 – 4K New Student Online Enrollment
20 – Preschool Concert
23 – 31 NO SCHOOL
Jan. 3 – School Resumes

Happy Holidays to our Spence
Elementary Families!
I hope each family was able to make the
most of the Thanksgiving holiday as we
continued to find ways to celebrate
traditions. As we continue to work
through the ups and downs of this
pandemic, I remind you that we believe
a strong partnership between home and
school will help support each student to
reach their highest potential.
As we enter December, find joy in the
traditions your families have and make
new ones along the way! I encourage
families to follow the guidelines that the
health experts are sharing with us to
mitigate risk of COVID-19 spreading. I
am wishing you a very happy holiday
season and a happy 2022!
Warm Wishes,
Mrs. K. Huth

U P D AT E S B Y G R A D E
4K
Preschool goal we are working
to accomplish by the new year: I
can zip my jacket all by myself!
The month of November was one to truly be thankful for. We mastered the letters N, O, and T
with an emphasis on themes like nocturnal animals, nature, outdoors, opposites, turkey, trucks,
and being thankful! We had a phenomenal turn out for our Family Day that focused on
gratitude. Special thanks to Ryan Vien for making our beautiful murals to color for the La Crosse
Community Thanksgiving Dinner. We exceeded our goal of collecting 200 cans of veggies for
The Everyone Needs a Helping Hand Facebook group to use for their Thanksgiving baskets. It
was a wonderful month of reflection and fun! We look forward to fun themes in December and
preparing for our winter concert on Monday, December 20th at 5:30 pm!

K
Literacy- We have been continuing to work
on letter sounds, sight words, rhyming, CVC
words, syllables, vowels, and beginning
sounds.
Math - The students are practicing number
identification, working with 10 frames, oral
counting number formation, comparing
numbers, and math vocabulary (greater
than, less, than, etc).
Writing- Name writing, letter formation,
and labeling.
Science/Social Studies- Upcoming themes
for December are: gingerbread, reindeer,
and Christmas/Holiday traditions.

1st
First graders have been working hard on
solving word problems and equations with an
unknown number. They show their work to
solve word problems with equations, drawings,
or math mountains. In writing, we have been
working on finding facts about animals in a
unit on informational writing. Students read
nonfiction books and listen to Pebble Go on
iPads to learn facts about animals. We
continue to work hard on developing skills in
sounding out words with short vowels, blends
and diagraphs. First graders will begin a unit
called People and Places where they will learn
about maps, globes, and people around the
world.

A public library card application form will
be coming home in your child’s folder
sometime this month. We will be taking a
field trip to the library in January, and the
students will receive their cards.

2nd

We have been busy in 2nd grade. The students have been working
hard on reading skills. They are proud of their increased
fluency. Please remember to have your child read each night for
fifteen minutes. The purpose of this is to build fluency,
comprehension, word solving skills and a love for reading in a
loving supportive environment. We have also been working on
informative writing, while continuing to work on sentence structure. In
Math, we have been learning about place value. We are just starting to
add two digit numbers. This can be challenging but with lots of
practice and drill the children eventually catch on. During Science, Mrs.
Curtis' class has been studying Pebbles, Sand and Silt, while Ms.
Holman's and Mrs. Schmitt's classes have been learning about Solids,
Liquids and Gases. December can be a chaotic month. We hope you
can enjoy the magic that December brings with your child.

3rd
It has been a very productive month in grade three.
Classrooms have been participating in weekly library
lessons with Mrs. Dunn and checking out “just right”
books. In addition, our guidance teacher Mrs.
Jeseritz has been visiting classrooms to teach
students about empathy and big feelings. Also, we
recently finished a mini unit focusing on nutrition and
healthy eating habits taught by a nutrition educator
with the La Crosse FoodWise program. You may have
seen recipes and a survey sent home pertaining to
this unit. Please continue reading with your child at
home, and working on the memorization of
multiplication and division facts. As always feel free
to reach out with any questions.

4th
We sure love the energetic love for learning these 4th graders have! In our first Science unit, Soils, Rocks
and Landforms, we have been discovering the impact of physical and chemical weathering. We will be
moving into our next social studies unit, Wisconsin's First People, integrating our informational reading
skills. In math, the kids have accepted the challenge of learning about 2 digit by 2 digit multiplication
using area models, lattice and the short-cut methods. Next, we will be learning the inverse of
multiplication, division. The young scholars will be learning to use all of their math skills to be successful
in long division. The 4th graders have been working very diligently to type and complete their first
narrative stories. The next focus in English Language Arts will be informational reading and writing skills.

5th
Fifth graders have been working hard this month on gaining independence and doing fifth grade quality
work. Our second math unit had us working with decimals, determining place value, and adding and
subtracting. We will move into multiplication and division of decimals when we return to school at the end
of November. Students finished up narrative writing and are now working on informational writing. They
are doing research using books and reliable online sources, working on topic sentences and using
appropriate sentence structure. Fifth graders will also be adding text features to their writing. In reading
and social studies, we have been studying the events that caused the Revolutionary War and are currently
doing Revolutionary War book groups. Students learned about the French and Indian War, taxation
without representation, the Boston Massacre, Boston Tea Party, and Lexington and Concord, through a
variety of simulations, hands on-activities and STEM challenges.
As we enter the month of December, fifth graders will be showing off their leadership skills by organizing a
food drive to fill the Spence Food Pantry. More information can be found in the newsletter, and students
will be bringing home a flyer the first week of December.

Spotlight On LMC

In the library, we have been busy learning about fiction and nonfiction. The upper grades
have learned how the books are arranged in these sections and will practice navigating
these sections to find amazing books for the remainder of the school year. The younger
grades have learned the differences between fiction and nonfiction. They have learned
about the useful text features in nonfiction books as well.
As the weather outside gets colder your child may be spending more time inside. A great
activity for them to do is read! They can read a book about a sunny, warm place to warm
up or a fun book filled with white, fluffy snow. Books are a great way to travel anywhere,
real or make-believe, from the comfort of your home. We have so many great books for
your child to check out here at Spence!
Please help your child to remember to keep his/her books dry by putting wet mittens, hats,
scarves and snow pants in a separate bag. Also, remind your child that water bottles leak
and can damage books too. Your help is greatly appreciated!
I hope you will have some time over the next couple of breaks to sit and enjoy a book or
two with your child.
Happy Reading! -Mrs. Dunn

PBIS SCHOOL TO HOME
CONNECTION
Positive Behavior Interventions & Supports
Spence PBIS Team

Our Mighty Mustangs have been working hard
on learning winter expectations for the
playground. On November 23, the day before
Thanksgiving break, the students participated in
a virtual school assembly where we played a
fun racing puzzle game to reveal our playground
rules. The Mustangs have lots of successes to
celebrate, and we had a dance party to send
our kids off to break!

HPL NEWS

This year our district HPL program looks different, in a good
way! All 3rd, 4th and 5th graders took a strength assessment in the
beginning of the school year. Groups will be created throughout
the year, based on their strengths. This will give every child an
opportunity to participate in HPL, based on their strengths. The
first group was “creative thinkers”. This group found a favorite book
from our library and developed a way to promote that book. Some
chose to create posters, while others chose to make movie
trailers. Our library has many posters and QR codes promoting
favorite books now. The second group was “resilience and
memory”. This group learned the game chess. For those that knew
chess, Mr. Barribeau came in and taught them a variation of the
traditional game. This new game involved 4 people. Those 4 then
taught the game to the others. I am so pleased at how hard these
students worked and how much they encouraged and helped each
other. I look forward to working with our next groups!

Greetings parents and school staff! The La Crosse County Health Department is conducting a CHA, or
Community Health Assessment, to get community input on issues we should address within La Crosse
County. We have ten topics of concern and want to know which three are most important to you, your
family, and your school. Your feedback will help us know where to focus our efforts in our community
over the next five years. Supporting you and your family is a priority of ours and your input is
important. Take this quick online survey by scanning the QR code. Thank you for your time and input!

Spread the Cheer this time of Year!
The fifth graders have been learning about leadership, and what
it means to be leaders in our school and community. For a
December leadership task the 5th graders are organizing a
food/personal care drive to fill the Spence Food Pantry. The food
drive will run from Monday, Dec. 6-Friday, Dec. 17. Students
may bring their donations to the wrapped boxes in the office.
Each grade level has been assigned specific items, however, any
donations are welcome!
Preschool - Mac & Cheese and Q-tips
Kindergarten - cereal and toothpaste
First grade - peanut butter and shampoo
Second grade - jelly and toothbrushes
Third grade - pasta and body wash
Fourth grade - spaghetti sauce and toilet paper
Fifth grade - canned soup and Kleenex
Staff - cake mix, frosting, birthday candles

SCHOOL DISTRICT OF LA CROSSE
2022-2023 4K Preschool Registration
**New Student Online Enrollment for the 2022-23 school
year will open on December 17, 2021**
4K Preschool Registration is a 2-step process: 1) New Student Online Enrollment (opens
December 17, 2021) and 2) 4K Preschool site registration (opens February 1, 2022).
Both steps need to be completed in order. Students must be age 4 on or before
September 1, 2022 to enroll into 4K Preschool.
A document with detailed enrollment and registration instructions will be made available
soon.
This document will soon be available in multiple languages and redistributed when ready.
Step 1— New Student Online Enrollment opens on December 17, 2021 to enroll your
4-year-old for the 2022-2023 school year.
● Visit Lacrosseschools.org and click on the “Enroll In Our Schools” button. Follow the
prompts to create an account and complete the New Student Online Enrollment
process in Skyward.
● You may upload or email a picture of the student’s birth certificate and your proof of
address. If these documents are not submitted during enrollment, they will need to
be submitted by February 4 to hold your spot.
● Note: If you want to participate in 4K site registration when it opens on February 1,
your student’s 4K enrollment must be completed by January 27.
Step 2— 4K Preschool site registration will open online starting February 1, 2022 at
7 AM. Site registration will be on a first-come, first-served sign up.
● Log into Skyward family access and click on the Arena Scheduling button on the left
side of the screen. Under the preschool heading, click on 2022-2023 year. You will
then see the list of preschool classes.
● Select your desired class and click on the Add button. The Add button will not be
available if that class is full. If you decide to change classes, click on “Remove”
under the Option column.
● Arena scheduling will close on February 4, however you may still enroll your
student. Please call the preschool office for any changes after the arena scheduling
closes.
Families are welcome to come into Hogan Administrative Center (807 East Avenue South
La Crosse, Wisconsin) to complete the enrollment process on a computer if needed.

4K Preschool Office
Preschool@lacrossesd.org
608-789-7006

YOUTH

BASKETBALL
Registration Deadline:
Friday, December 10

Registration Fee: $60

Season :

w/ Resident Discount: $40

Boys

Nov 29 - Feb 12

Days

Location

2nd/3rd

4th/5th

Mon/Wed

Spence

3:00-4:00pm

4:00-5:00pm

Mon/Wed

State Road

3:00-4:00pm

4:00-5:00pm

Tu/Thu

North Woods

3:30-4:30pm

4:30-5:30pm

Tu/Thu

Emerson

3:15-4:15pm

4:15-5:15pm

Tu/Thu

Southern Bluffs

3:30-4:30pm

4:30-5:30pm

Girls

Days

Location

2nd/3rd

4th/5th

Mon/Wed

North Woods

3:30-4:30pm

4:30-5:30pm

Mon/Wed

Emerson

3:15-4:15pm

4:15-5:15pm

Mon/Wed

Southern Bluffs

3:30-4:30pm

4:30-5:30pm

Tu/Thu

Spence

3:00-4:00pm

4:00-5:00pm

Tu/Thu

State Road

3:00-4:00pm

4:00-5:00pm

To register, please visit us online at cityoflacrosse.org/parks
or call to register at 608-789-7533

PICK

Choose firm, heavy cabbage
heads with unblemished leaves.
Cabbage can be found as whole
heads or shredded near bagged
salad mixes.

HARVEST OF THE MONTH
NEWSLETTER 12/2021

STORE

Store cabbage tightly wrapped in
the refrigerator and use within a
few weeks. Once cut, place the
remainder in a plastic bag or
covered container and use within a
few days.

December

cabbage
FUN FACTS

▪ Cabbage is one of the oldest known vegetables! Red
cabbage is one of the many varieties grown around the
world.
▪ Cabbage is Russia’s national food. Russians eat about
seven times as much cabbage as the average North
American.

NUTRITION INFO

One cup of raw cabbage has 22 calories and provides fiber
and vitamins A & C.

PREPARE

To prepare cabbage, remove the
thick outer leaves, slice in half,
and remove the hard white core.
Wash thoroughly and slice into
desired thickness.

USE

Cabbage can be steamed,
microwaved, boiled, roasted, or
made into coleslaw or sauerkraut.
Cabbage is a great addition to
casseroles, stews, salads and
soups.

Savory Roasted Cabbage
Serves 5

Ingredients:
• 1-pound cabbage, roughly chopped with core
removed
• 2 Tbsp. olive oil
• ½ tsp. salt
• ¼ tsp black pepper

Directions:
Preheat oven to 400°F. Place cabbage in a
large bowl. Add olive oil, salt and pepper; toss
until evenly coated. Spread seasoned cabbage
onto a sheet pan and place in oven for 10-15
minutes, stirring occasionally. When edges
begin to brown, remove from oven and serve
warm.

Per serving (1/2 cup): 70 calories, 6g fat, 1g saturated fat, 1g protein, 5g carbohydrate, 2g fiber, 250mg sodium
for more information visit www.laxf2s.org
Coulee Region Farm to School is a partnership between La Crosse County
Health Department, Mayo Clinic Health System – Franciscan Healthcare,
Gundersen Health System, and the School Districts of Bangor, Holmen,
La Crescent-Hokah, La Crosse, Onalaska, and West Salem.

E L E ME N TA RY M E N U
Breakfast is served with white milk.
Breakfast choice #2 is always cereal.
Lunch includes fruit, veggie,
and choice of milk.
**Menu is subject to change.**

BREAKFAST

day 3

#1 Mini Cinnis

BREAKFAST

LUNCH

day 3

day 4

NO SCHOOL
NO SCHOOL

BREAKFAST

BREAKFAST

BREAKFAST

28

NO SCHOOL
NO SCHOOL

day 6

BREAKFAST

#1 Muffin

day 3

#1 Breakfast Bread

LUNCH

#1 Bakalars Hot Dog on Bun
#2 Yogurt & Cheese Stick

day 5

day 6

BREAKFAST

BREAKFAST

#1 BeneFIT Bar

#1 Choc Chip Muffin

#1 Pizza
#2 EZ Jammer & Cheese Stick

23

LUNCH

#1 Cheeseburger
#2 Yogurt & Cheese Stick
NO SCHOOL

NO SCHOOL
NO SCHOOL

LUNCH

#1 Personal Pizza
#2 Yogurt & Cheese Stick

29

NO SCHOOL
NO SCHOOL

day 1

#1 Pizza
#2 EZ Jammer & Cheese Stick

#1 Mini Bagel w/ Cr Cheese

LUNCH

#1 Bakalars Hot Dog on Bun
#2 EZ Jammer & Cheese Stick

LUNCH

#1 Texas BBQ Pork Sandwich
#2 Yogurt & Cheese Stick

LUNCH

LUNCH

#1 Mac & Cheese
#2 Yogurt & Cheese Stick

day 2

#1 Whole Grain Poptart

LUNCH

BREAKFAST

day 2

#1 Choc Chip Muffin

#1 Pizza
#2 EZ Jammer & Cheese Stick

#1 Apple-Filled Donut

LUNCH

#1 Chicken Taco
#2 EZ Jammer & Cheese Stick

BREAKFAST

LUNCH

#1 Colby Omelet / Pancakes
#2 Yogurt & Cheese Stick

BREAKFAST

day 1

#1 BeneFIT Bar

day 5

LUNCH

LUNCH

#1 Popcorn Chicken
#2 Yogurt & Cheese Stick

BREAKFAST

#1 Garlic Cheese Bread
#2 EZ Jammer & Cheese Stick

day 1

#1 Mini Cinnis

27

day 4

#1 Maple Madness Waffle

LUNCH

BREAKFAST

#1 Hot Ham & Cheese
#2 Yogurt & Cheese Stick

#1 Maple Madness Waffle

#1 Chicken Patty Sandwich
#2 Yogurt & Cheese Stick

BREAKFAST

LUNCH

#1 Whole Grain Poptart

day 2

#1 Banana Bread

day 6

#1 Mini Bagel w/ Cr Cheese

BREAKFAST

LUNCH

#1 Chicken Nuggets
#2 Yogurt & Cheese Stick

BREAKFAST

30

NO SCHOOL
NO SCHOOL

31

NO SCHOOL
NO SCHOOL

