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T h e  P l a c e  t o  S u c c e e d !

E v e r y  S t u d e n t  ~  E v e r y  D a y

JANUARY
1 – Happy New Year!

3 – School Resumes 

7 – Kindergarten to Public Library

14-17 NO SCHOOL

17 – Martin Luther King Jr. Day

27 – 2nd Grade to Public Library

The Spence food pantry program offers 
food pantry bags to families once each 
month. Please call 608-789-7773 if you 
would like to be added to the list for a 

monthly food bag. 

SPENCE FOOD PANTRY

REMINDER: Students must have 
a mask on when entering school 

each day. Please make sure a 
mask from home is worn each 

morning and covering nose and 
mouth when entering the 

building. 

Dear Spence Elementary Families,

I am wishing you a happy holiday season! School will 
resume on Monday, January 3, 2022. During this 
holiday, I hope that you find joy and renewed hope in 
the traditions your family has and make new ones along 
the way! We were able to come together to celebrate 
the season and have our staff and student sing-alongs 
this year with mitigation strategies in place! I encourage 
families to follow the guidelines that the health experts 
are sharing with us to mitigate risk of COVID-19 
spreading. Happy 2022!

Thank you to our Spence PTO, families and community 
for continuing to support our staff and students. Our 
Fun Run raised a large sum of money. Many students 
reached different tiers of fundraising. See the list of 
locations named after our top fundraisers in our 
newsletter. Thank you to all!

Happy New Year!

Mrs. K. Huth

Thank you for thinking of Spence Elementary 
for your donations. We are currently most in 
need of youth-sized disposable facemasks. 



SPOTLIGHT ON LMC
Happy New Year! We have been busy in the library learning and 
reinforcing skills. Students in kindergarten and first grade continue 
working on the differences between fiction and nonfiction, plus the 
difference between a fact and an opinion. Second grade has continued 
working on finding books that are “just right”, to help them grow as a 
reader, and learning about text features. In grades 3-5 digital citizenship, 
along with literacy skills, have been the focus.

As the weather outside gets colder, your child may be spending more time 
inside. A great activity for them to do is READ! They can read a book 
about a warm, sunny place or a book about the tundra. Books are a great 
way to travel anywhere, real or make-believe, from the comfort of your 
home. We have so many great books for your child to check out here at 
Spence.

Happy Reading!     -Mrs. Dunn 

December was filled with excitement in HPL. The third-grade group 
made Stop Motion Lego stories. They started by creating characters 
and settings with Legos. Next, they worked collaboratively writing a 
story in Google Docs, with the final step being creating a movie in 
Stop Motion. The 4th and 5th graders made games. They were able 
to use the 3D printer in making their games. Once they created their 
games, they discovered the tricky part was making directions for 
others to be able to play it without them present. I am always 
amazed at the talent we have here at Spence.

-Mrs. Dunn

H P L  N E W S



G R A D E  L E V E L
U P D AT E S

Literacy- We have been continuing to work on 
sight words, rhyming, CVC words, syllables, 
vowels, and beginning sounds.

Math - The students have been practicing 
number identification 0-10. In January, we will 
start working with teen numbers. We have also 
been practicing adding numbers. We use a 
variety of “tools” to help us add (manipulatives, 
fingers, drawing objects).

Writing- Name writing and letter formation. We 
are learning to stretch out words and write the 
sounds we hear. We are also learning about 
making spaces between words.

Science/Social Studies- Upcoming themes for 
January are: snow/snowmen, winter, and Arctic 
animals.

Please remember to send an extra set of clothes 
to school for your child. Now that we have snow, 
clothes may get wet during recess. It is also nice 
to have an extra set of clothes in case of a spill or 
accident. Thank you!

December was full of holiday traditions from our 
Preschool Families! We made lefse, decorated 
trees, tried egg rolls, made ornaments, took 
holiday photos, decorated hot cocoa mugs, wrote 
letters to Santa with our third-grade buddies, 
watched movies in our jammies and so much 
more! It was so fun to learn about everyone's 
traditions around the holidays. We also practiced 
all month long for our big concert. The students 
blew us away with their production of The 
Gingerbread Man! On top of all that fun, we 
learned the letters E, R, and C. We all worked 
really hard to zip up our coats independently and 
are ready to start the new year with some 
SNOW! Mrs. Powell and Ms. Sheri are so proud 
of how much these 4k kiddos have accomplished 
in 2021!



In math, students have been introduced 
to fractions. We are plotting fractions 
on a number line and showing how 
fractions represent equal parts of a 

whole. During writing, we have been 
modeling how to gather facts from 

different resources. This is an important 
skill because it helps students to 

develop and create research papers. 
This is all part of our informative writing 

unit. Mr Bina’s class has been 
researching biographies while Mr. 

Xiong's class focused on arctic animals. 
Please continue to read with your child 
and practice the review of math facts. If 

you have any questions, feel free to 
contact us.

P l e a s e  m a k e  
s u r e  t o  l a b e l  

a l l  y o u r  
s t u d e n t s ’  

w i n t e r  g e a r.

Second Graders have been working hard on fact 
fluency. We have been adding two-digit 

numbers. The students’ fact recall has been 
getting faster. We have also studied place value 
and the value of coins. We have been working 

hard on solving word problems that involve money. 

In Language Arts, the children have been asking 
and answering questions to demonstrate their 
understanding of key details in the stories they 

have been reading. We have been reading 
informational text and learning about text 

features. We will continue to work on opinion 
writing in the month of January. 

In Social Studies, we have been learning about 
maps and globes.

As the New Year begins, we are wishing you all a 
Happy New Year with the hope that you will have 

many blessings in the year to come.

First graders are learning many new concepts in January! We will 
be working on beginning and ending blends in Reading. We will 
also be learning about magic e and how it changes the vowel 
sound from short to long. In Math, we are exploring place value 
with tens and ones. We will use a lot of fun manipulatives to 
make 2-digit numbers. In Social Studies, we will learn about maps 
and globes. We look forward to learning about Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. as well!



It is amazing how fast the year has gone by! In December, the 5th graders began learning in their first 
science units of the year. Mrs. Buxton’s class is learning about how energy moves through food chains 
and food webs in the Living Systems unit, Miss Robert’s class has begun discussing the revolution of 
the earth and how it revolves around the sun in the Earth and Sun unit and in Mr. Schmitz’ room, the 
students are learning about states of matter and making mixtures in the Mixtures and Solutions unit. 
Speaking of new learning, Officer Weaver began his lesson about resisting drug abuse in the D.A.R.E. 
program and this will continue into March. Our third math unit this school year has focused on 
multiplying and dividing fractions. It is a difficult concept to grasp because multiplication usually 
results in a larger number than either of the factors, but multiplication of fractions ends in a smaller 
product. One subject that is coming to a close is our first attempt at Informative writing. Students 
chose their own topic to research and worked through the process of researching and synthesizing 
what was learned into an essay. They are amazed at how many steps are involved! We are also 
entering our final days of reading our Revolutionary War novels. The students have gained a new 
perspective of what colonial life was like for the colonists who struggled under the British during the 
war.

We continue to work on being leaders at Spence and showing Mustang Pride, whether it be in the 
classroom, on the playground or in different areas of the school. The 5th graders helped organize the 
Spread the Cheer This Time of Year food drive and created posters to hang in the school and a video 
to kick it all off. This food drive lasts until Dec. 17th and 5th grade families are encouraged to donate 
canned goods and Kleenex. We appreciate all of the support from families at home in work 
completion and helping support students who may be out due to quarantine! 

When we return to school on January 2nd, we will continue to practice our multiplication and 
division facts. Continue to practice your facts every day using Reflex or flash cards, they are very 
important. We will also study Native Americans and the fur trade in Wisconsin, the Civil War, and 
Government. We are using informative reading skills from our social studies unit to gain knowledge 
on one of the national parks your child chose, Yellowstone or Everglades. In Writing, we will use 
what we have learned from our reading to continue with informative writing and then begin opinion 
pieces. Practicing our editing skills is also a focus.

PBIS School-to-Home Connection

Positive Behavior Interventions & Support                                                           
-The Spence PBIS Team

Our mighty mustangs have been working hard on spreading kindness throughout our school. During 
our recent champions of learning day, we discussed ways that we can be kind at our school. The 
students created a winter scene with drawings and writing of ways that we can show kindness. We 
have also been following our winter expectations for the playground. We hope that everyone has a 
wonderful winter break!



Emily Vien, President
Sierra Branson, Vice President
Nicole Rupp, Treasurer
Tricia George, Secretary
Questions or Suggestions? Please reach out to 
one of your PTO Officers at spencePTO@gmail.com.

Congratulations to all of the students that raised enough money for our PTO Fun Run to have a 
“school landmark” named after them. These students will have a landmark sign and school 
picture posted at the landmark they chose for the remainder of the school year. 

The Kinsley Lindberg 4K Classroom
The Lincoln Powell Walkie-Talkies
The Cameron Vien Kindergarten Classroom
The Liam Adamany School Office
The Tatumn Michaels Upper Playground
The Miles McArdle 2nd Grade Classroom
The Kaya Poff 2nd & 3rd Grade Classroom
The Jarek Johnson Art Room
The Lavonte Hardison Health Room
The Clara Thiel 3rd Grade Classroom
The Amber Kanieski Principal’s Office
The Gloria Greenfield Music Room
The Aubree Norcross School Foyer
The Bailey Spence Gymnasium
The Aubriana Craig 4th Grade Classroom
The Evelynne Herber 4th Grade Classroom
The Savanna Lyons Cafeteria
The Liam McCoy Blue Hallway
The Edison Rabehl School Garden
The Eva McConaughey 1st Grade Classroom
The Opal Markert Staff Lounge
The Makayla Driscoll Classroom
The Kieffer Flisram Sensory Pathway Hallway
The Rollie Markert 5th Grade Classroom
The Callie Wise Blue Hallway Reading Nook
The Mara Koelsch LMC
The Elizabeth Corcoran 5th Grade Classroom
The Nya Koelsch LMC Reading Nook
The Harper Branson Primary Playground
The Noah Schams Yellow Hallway
The Catherine Mcloone-Stokes Green Hallway



1.Spend at least ten wildly happy minutes every single day reading aloud. From birth!

2.Read at least three stories a day: it may be the same story three times. Children need 
to hear a thousand stories before they can begin to learn to read. Or the same story a 
thousand times!

3.Read aloud with animation. Listen to your own voice and don’t be dull, or flat, or 
boring. Hang loose and be loud, have fun and laugh a lot.

4.Read with joy and enjoyment: real enjoyment for yourself and great joy for the 
listeners

5.Read the stories that your child loves, over and over, and over again, and always read 
in the same ‘tune’ for each book: i.e. with the same intonations and volume and speed, 
on each page, each time.

6.Let children hear lots of language by talking to them constantly about the pictures, or 
anything else connected to the book; or sing any old song that you can remember; or 
say nursery rhymes in a bouncy way; or be noisy together doing clapping games

7.Look for rhyme, rhythm or repetition in books for young children, and make sure the 
books are really short.

8.Play games with the things that you and the child can see on the page, such as 
letting kids finish rhymes, and finding the letters that start the child’s name and yours, 
remembering that it’s never work, it’s always a fabulous game.

9.Never ever teach reading or get tense around books.

10.Please read aloud every day because you just adore being with your child, not 
because it’s the right thing to do.

Copyright Mem Fox 2013.
Reproduced with permission.

https://memfox.com/

Mem Fox’s          Read Aloud Rules

Happy Holidays and happy reading!
- Spence Title 1 Team

https://memfox.com/


Come Join Our Team!

The La Crosse School District Nutrition Department is hiring for a variety of positions/hours.

We have several school buildings looking for the right person to add to our great teams. We are hiring  
substitute positions also!

Positions open at all levels (Elementary, Middle School, High School). Great opportunities for  
advancement. Perfect for parents/guardians ready to enter the work force again, as you will be off in  
time to pick the kids up every day.

New wages beginning 1/2/2022!

Apply today on http://wecan.education.wisc.edu/

For help with this application, or any other questions, please reach out to us at 608-789-7625  

Employee Testimonials

“This is the most rewarding career I have ever had. Seeing the kids every day and knowing I am  
making a difference in their lives fills my heart.” -Kinsey Gibbs, Nutrition Manager, North Woods  
Elementary

“One of the biggest benefits when I started in school nutrition is that my schedule matched my own  
children's schedules. If it was a snow day, I did not have to scramble to find childcare as I would also  
be off. That convenience was a huge benefit. That was over 20 years ago. Now I love it because it is  
always something new every day.” -Faye Kielley, Nutrition Manager Northside/Coulee Montessori

“24 years ago, a friend of mine said you should work for the School Nutrition program and be home  
with your kids in the summer. I have been at Central this whole time and can honestly say I STILL  
LOVE MY JOB.” -Jeannette Wuensch, Nutrition Manager, Central High School

http://wecan.education.wisc.edu/
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