S P E N C E E L E M E N TA R Y S C H O O L
Spence Elementary Families,

PARENT NEWSLETTER, MAY/JUNE 2022

Spring has sprung! With spring comes discussion and
planning for the upcoming school year! Even though we are
starting to plan for the 2022-2023 school year, I want to
recognize our staff. They have put in a tremendous amount
of dedication during this school year.
As we enter the first weeks of May, the teachers and school
nurse often get recognized for Teacher Appreciation and
School Nurse’s Day! If you have interaction with the
school’s teachers, health assistant and nurse, you will
know how talented, student-centered and positive they are.
Yet, I think about the staff that interact with our children
each and every day! Each one of them is a ‘teacher’ of
sorts. Every adult in school has a role in educating our
children. Some of our children begin, and end, their day
with members of our transportation department as they
journey to school on a bus. We have come to expect a safe
delivery of our children and that goal is met everyday by
our transportation staff. Once the children arrive at school,
many enjoy a nutritious breakfast, and later in the day a
lunch provided by our food service department that gets to
know your child on a first name basis, knows their likes and
dislikes and greets them with a smile. Our teacher
assistants work with individuals and groups of children to
meet their needs and provide supervision during lunch, on
the playground, and in the classroom. Our school nurse
and health assistant, Ms. Jen and Ms. Tawni, serves the
students in school with a variety of illnesses, lost teeth,
bumps and COVID responses. Our school engineering
staff, Jeff, Chad and Xor, provide our children with a safe,
clean, and inviting building and grounds to enter everyday.
Our school administrative assistants, Ms. Linda and Ms.
Kelsey, coordinate all of the demands of the office and
support of all the rest of the staff, families and community.
Our teachers, school counseling, and student service staff
work to ensure that your child is getting the best possible
education. The Spence family truly care about your kids!
Just a reminder that students should be dropped off no
earlier than 7:30am on the upper playground. Please stop,
have your child exit the car quickly and safely. If you are in
the front circle, drop off begins at 7:45am. Please do not
double park, please get out of your vehicle to walk a
student across the street and please do not park out front
for an extended period of time. We do better working
together! Thank you.
Respectfully,
Mrs. K. Huth

The Place to Succeed!
Every Student ~ Every Day

MAY
2-6 – Teacher Appreciation Week
3 – Spring Concert 2nd & 3rd Graders, 6pm
3 – Spring Concert 4th & 5th Graders, 6:45pm
5 – 5th Grade DARE Graduation Field Trip
5 – Spring Concert 4K AM & PM, 5:30pm
6 – Early Release, 12:40pm Dismissal
13 – 4th Grade Farm Field Trip
17 – 4th & 5th Grade Madison Field Trip
18 – 5th Grade Longfellow Tour
19 – 1st Grade Public Works Field Trip
19 – Spring Orchestra Concert, 6:30pm
19 – PTO Family Recess Night
24 – 5th Grade MN Marine Art Museum Trip
26 – 2nd Grade Public Library Field Trip
30 – NO SCHOOL, Memorial Day
31 – Spence Night @ The Loggers, 6:30pm

JUNE
1 – Erickson Pool Day
2 – 5th Grade Farewell Parade
3 – LAST DAY OF SCHOOL, 11:40am Dismissal

IMPORTANT
INFORMATION –
FREE MEALS FOR ALL ENDS
The School District of La Crosse will no longer be able to serve all meals
to students free in the 2022-2023 school year. The funding to be able to
offer free meals during the pandemic will end at the close of the current
school year.
A new Free/Reduced meal application will be needed in order to
receive Free/Reduced-priced meals during the 2022-2023 school year.
New application forms will be available after July 1, 2022. As additional
information becomes available, we will be posting information to the La
Crosse School District and School Nutrition website in addition to sending
a Back-to-School mailing this summer to all families.
Completing the Free/Reduced Application is necessary for all families as
this information helps determine additional funding for enhanced
education opportunities to your child’s school.

HEALTH ROOM NEWS

The end of the school year is fast approaching! If your child has any medications, inhalers, or epi pens
at school, these medications will need to be picked up by a parent or guardian.
Medications WILL NOT be sent home with your child for safety reasons. Medications that are not
picked up by the last day of school will be destroyed.
Have a safe and fun summer!
Tawni O’Rourke
Health Assistant, (608) 789-8878
Jen Thrower
School Nurse

Dear friends, family, and kind souls,
We had a chimney fire in our home on April 2nd, which spread to the attic. We are thankful we were able to
evacuate everyone and pets safely. Unfortunately, the house had significant damage to the roof and over half of
the interior. We will not be able to reside there for at least 6 – 12 months while repairs are being made. Although
this event has been truly life altering, we have been flooded with support from our community – whether this
support is financial, cooked meals, donated items, and/or comforting words, they have all made an impact and we
feel loved and supported through this overwhelming tragedy. Spence families and staff pulled together and held a
coin drive for our family. Our son, Oliver, is in 5th grade and students, friends, and staff continue to be
compassionate and kind. We extend to you our deep, sincere, and heart-felt gratitude for this love and support. It
has made the difference in our being able to stay positive and move forward during this process. Please know that
all donations will be used to help us along the journey in getting back into our home and life as “normal” and we
will continue to pay this kindness forward in the future to others in need. Words cannot express how we feel, and
we cannot say THANK YOU enough.
- The Beames family

The Spence Spring Music Concerts Are Happening Again!!

After 2 long years, we're finally able to gather again and make wonderful music together!

The schedule is as follows:
Friday, April 29, 2 pm in the Spence Gym
KINDERGARTEN AND FIRST GRADE " A Spring Fling“
Tuesday, May 3, 6 pm in Central High's Auditorium
2ND AND 3RD GRADE "I Am a Small Part of the World“
Tuesday, May 3, 6:45 pm in Central's Auditorium
4TH AND 5TH GRADE "Camp Spence"
Thursday, May 5, 5:30 pm at Spence
4K AM & PM "Camp Spence"
All concerts will be videotaped and available for anyone who will not be able to attend their child's
performance.
For the sake of equity and uniformity, each student is asked to wear a white shirt (short-sleeve is best)
and solid, dark bottoms, such as denim, black, leggings, or even longer shorts. If you have a t-shirt with
an image or writing on the front, but the back is solid white, that will work, too - just wear it
backwards.
There will be a tennis tournament happening at Central the night of the 2/3 and 4/5 concerts, so parking
may be a little challenging.
More detailed notes/reminders will be sent out soon.
Thank you for putting these dates on your calendar and for supporting the Music program at Spence!!

SPOTLIGHT ON LMC

Where does the time go? It is hard to believe that our last day of class will be May 20. Please help your
child return all of his/her books no later than May 20.
To conclude the “You’ve Been Booked” activity that I wrote about in April, students in grades 2-5 created
an award label that they felt should represent one of the winning books. There were so many wonderful
designs. A group of teachers narrowed the entries down to 12 and the students voted for their favorite
from those. I am happy to announce the top 4 winners: Olive P., Julia N., Kairi M., and Eloise C. Their
awards can be found on the cover of the winning books. Congratulations!
I would like to remind you that the La Crosse Public libraries will once again be hosting a summer reading
program. I encourage you to take your child to the public libraries this summer and join their exciting
program. A flier will be sent home at the end of the school year. Reading is a life-long skill. Please
encourage your child to read every day!
Happy Reading!
Mrs. Dunn

Our student artists are thriving in the art room! The last month they have been creating clay
projects (coming home early in May), paste paper collages inspired by Spring and artist Eric Carle (k-2),
and Animal Portraits in oil pastel (3-5).
Ms. Grace Amundson is our student teacher from Viterbo University. She started at the beginning of 4th
quarter and will be here until our last day of school. She is doing a great job learning all the students’
names and has jumped right in to lead teaching!
We will have one more Spring Art Show here at Spence featuring student's butterflies, caterpillars and
other animals they would like to have as pets. This show is ongoing in the halls and on the walls of our
school and will feature every student. In the middle of May, we will start to pack up our portfolios, do
some self-reflection (essential for artists), and begin sending our year's collection of work home to be
shared and admired by family and friends.
Be sure to like to check out the art room Facebook page called Spence
Studio: https://www.facebook.com/Spence-Studio-236468813224668
Artfully yours, Ms. Metz

U P D AT E S B Y G R A D E
April was jam packed with tons of fun activities! We definitely did not let the April Showers
get us down! We started off the month with the Week of the Young Child where we
participated in Music Monday, Tasty Tuesday, Work Together Wednesday, Artsy Thursday,
and to finish it off Family Friday. We learned the letter B by making the Billy Goats a Bridge
and playing in our Not a Box Dramatic Play center. We kicked off the Letter W week by
learning all about weather and playing in our weather station. We had an awesome Family Day
celebrating Earth Day making bird feeders and planting beans. To finish off the month we learned the
letter Q by finding what is important to us and not staying quiet about it. Throughout the whole month,
we have been practicing our concert songs and making our scenery. Don’t forget our concert is on May
5th at 5:30 outside at the Spence Elementary Playground. Can’t wait to see you there!!

4K

K

Literacy- Skills the students are working on are: letter sounds, sight word identification,
syllables, CVC words, rhyming, and sounding out words. Please continue to work on sight
words and reading over the summer!

Math - Skills we are working on are: number partners, number partners of 10, counting to 100 by 1’s and
10’s, adding, subtracting, shape identification (2D and 3D shapes), number writing, and teen number
recognition.
Writing- We completed our first unit in writing. The students learned about basic sentence structure. Now we
are working on opinion writing. We will finish the last few weeks of school with informational writing.
Science/Social Studies- Upcoming themes for May are: plants, flowers, and insects, and an Eric Carle author
study. We will also have a 10 day countdown to the last day of school. The students will participate in many
fun activities to wrap up the school year!

First Graders had a visit from Toppers Pizza this month to demonstrate how they make
their pizzas at the shop. Kids got to try and stretch the dough and pop the bubbles!
Toppers staff also talked about how a pizza is made and the steps that they take to make
the tasty food. Students are now working on writing a five-page book on "How To Make a
Pizza" based on this experience. Students are working hard on reading first-grade
informational books and are excelling in their reading stamina! They are also practicing 2-digit addition
with regrouping in Math and learning about seeds and plant growth in Science. They are enjoying going
out to the garden with Ms. Dana and exploring nature.

1st

It’s hard to believe, but we are almost
at the end of the year! Thank you for
sharing this amazing group of children
with us. Even though we’re wrapping
up, we’re still working hard! In math we’ve been
solving story problems, adding and subtracting to
1,000, and graphing. In reading, we’re reviewing and
practicing our comprehension skills, discussing the
author’s purpose (persuade, inform, or entertain),
and reading a variety of stories! We are wrapping up
an informative writing unit, and students are writing
about a topic they researched. We have just begun a
science unit, Plants and Insects. Students have
planted brassica seeds and are patiently waiting for
them to sprout. We’ll be adding to the excitement
soon with the arrival of our butterfly eggs! In May,
we will assess students in math and reading. We
know how hard they’ve been working, and we
cannot wait to see how much they’ve grown!

2nd

Hello 3rd grade families! It’s
hard to believe but this will be
our last newsletter for the
school year. We made it
through a full year of
classroom instructions since Covid! Thank
you for your partnership. In math we have
been doing weekly spiral math reviews with
an emphasis on fractions. In addition, we will
be collecting, analyzing, and interpreting data
then placing this data into graphs and line
plots. In language arts students have been
reading fables and folktales then discussing
the morals. It has been a pleasure teaching
this great group of students this year.

3rd

Our classes, led by our amazing music teacher, Mrs.
Pierce, cannot wait to sing their hearts out at our
spring music concert on May 3rd at 6:00 pm. The
concert will be in the Central High School
auditorium. They have been practicing hard, and you
are in for a treat!
-Your Second Grade Teachers

4th

4th Graders have been working hard in math learning how to multiply fractions by whole
numbers, converting mixed numbers to improper fractions and improper fractions to mixed
numbers, and now converting fractions to decimals. In Social Studies we have been
studying lead mining, farming, and lumbering and their effect on the economy of early
Wisconsin. We have been finishing our Opinion pieces and have been reading some exciting
books during our Reading time.

Fourth Grade has some exciting field trips coming up as well. May 13th we will be going to the Holmen
Food for America trip learning about dairy farming, livestock, and horses on this trip. This is always a
wonderful experience for our students as many do not have the ability to go to a farm any other time. Our
next trip is on May 17th and is our Madison field trip. This is an extended day as we will be leaving school
at 7:00 am and returning that evening at 6:00pm. If you are interested in chaperoning you must make sure
you have a completed background check on file, have talked with your student’s teacher, and are able to
drive yourself or carpool on this trip. Due to the number of students, parents will have to drive themselves
as the buses will be full. This promises to be a trip the kiddos will remember as we go to the Capitol,
Henry Vilas Zoo, and Camp Randall. More notes will be coming home regarding these trips the closer we
get to these dates.
Thanks for sharing a wonderful group of kids with us.
We are cherishing our final months of elementary school. We have lots of exciting
th educational field trips planned and celebrations at school. As the final month approaches,
please discuss with your student the importance of maintaining MUSTANG PRIDE through
the end of the year. We are celebrating the end of the school year with a special ABC
countdown! We will have a special mini theme for each day. Please look in your student's folder for more
information about the countdown soon.

5

We will be taking a walking field trip to Longfellow middle school on May 18th to learn more about sixth
grade. This will apply to all students regardless of which middle school they attend next year. There will be
no adult chaperones needed for this trip.
It has been a pleasure teaching these students this year, and we are looking forward to our last month with
them.
Yours in Education,
Mrs. Buxton, Mr. Schmitz, and Miss Roberts

PBIS SCHOOL TO HOME CONNECTION

In April, we had an incredible booster assembly, and we
presented the BBBB garden fundraiser check to our
students! We talked about garden expectations, and we got
all the students excited about nicer weather for garden
lessons. Our MINUTE TO WIN IT game was a bean collection
race, and the kids loved cheering on their teams! Spencer
even made an appearance to dance with the students!
Please remind your kiddo that one of our drop-off and pickup expectations is to stay off the woodchips because we
have plants growing!

-Spence PBIS Team
Positive Behavior Interventions & Supports

Mark your calendars, the Spence PTO has a lot of fun events planned during the month of May!
•Family Fun Night: May 19th at 5:30
•
Come join us for hotdogs & popcorn, ice cream, games, glow sticks & a movie!
•
Watch for a sign-up sheet to come home with your student in early May. The cost of the
event is FREE! Sign up is just to estimate a headcount.
•Spence Night at the Loggers: May 31st @ 6:35
•
Each ticket includes a free Loggers baseball hat!
•
Ticket information will be sent home with students mid May.
•
All tickets can be ordered online or the day of the game at the field with code: SPENCE
•
If you would like to nominate a family to throw out the first pitch please email:
SPENCEPTO@GMAIL.COM

Emily Vien- President
Sierra Branson - Vice President
Nicole Rupp - Treasurer
Tricia George - Secretary

MISS DANA’S GARDEN UPDATE

It's been a long and cold spring, but slowly and surely our garden is starting to green up! The garlic and
tulips planted last fall have emerged, along with the first leaves of some of our perennials. Inside, the
seeds started by students using our Grow Cart have popped as well. During recess we nibble on chives
and chip away at garden chores.
As it warms up, students will be learning more about planting, building healthy soils, promoting
pollinators, and caring for their plants. In the summer we'll harvest the garden's bounty for the cafeteria.
Last fall, we were awarded a $3,000 grant from Whole Kids Foundation! We have been utilizing those
funds to make lots of great additions to the garden. We've invested in more child-sized garden tools and
cooking equipment, two new season extension garden beds that we can use to overwinter some foods
like spinach and kale, seeds, new signage for the garden, AND the creation of a garden library, filled with
books, lessons, and materials that teachers can check out and teach with in the garden.
Students have started breaking in the new garden tools, and they have been a big hit.
We are thankful for the ways we have already seen our garden grow with
this funding.
We are always looking for more volunteers to help with weeding and watering, and
volunteers get the benefit of taking some of the garden produce home! If you’re
interested in volunteering in the school garden this summer, please reach out to
Dana at danascheffenspenceelementary@gmail.com.

Need Help with School Supplies?
All needing help are welcome to participate in the Back 2 School Program. Begin by
filling out an online application at www.cclse.org. If you need assistance with filling
out the application, please call Catholic Charities at 608-782-0710, M – TH, between 9
am and 4 pm. The frontdesk volunteers will be available to assist you.
There will be four Back 2 School events where families can pick up supplies. Please
choose your pick up location when you fill out your application.
Back 2 School Pick Up Locations, Dates, & Times
Erickson – North Side BGC (*Year round students only) - July 7 - 5 – 7:30 pm
La Crosse Center - August 9 - 1 – 6 pm
La Crosse Center - August 10 - 7 am - 1 pm
Mathy BGC - August 18 - 5 – 7:30 pm
*Please note – the event held on July 7th at the Erickson – Boys and Girls Club
will only be for students who attend school year-round. It will also be capped at
serving 200 students. If you are not eligible for this event or are not one of the first 200
students to sign up please join us for one of the two remaining event days.
Please understand our Back 2 School supply program is a supplemental program. We
will do our best to make sure basic requests are met.
If your family does not need help with Back 2 School Supplies but would like to assist fellow students that do, please join us by donating backpacks, school supplies or
school clothing. Learn how you can join the efforts by calling one of the collaborators
listed below or visiting www.cclse.org. Thanks!

PICK

Look for firm, compact radishes. If
the leaves are still attached, they
should be bright green and crisp.

HARVEST OF THE MONTH
NEWSLETTER 05/2022

STORE

Discard the leaves, place radishes
in a plastic bag and store in the
refrigerator for up to a week.
Radishes can also be pickled for
preservation. Radishes have a high
water content and therefore do
not freeze well.

MAY

radish
FUN FACTS

▪ Florida and California produce the most radishes!
Radishes are available locally in the fall and spring.
▪ Radishes are harvested after 3-6 weeks of being planted!

▪ Radishes come in a rainbow of colors including red,
black, white and purple.

NUTRITION INFO

One cup sliced radishes has only 19 calories and contains
vitamin C, potassium and folate.

PREPARE

Remove leaves, wash and trim
root ends before using. For added
crispness, soak radishes in ice
water for a couple of hours before
using.

USE

Radishes are great when eaten
raw; try with hummus for a quick
snack. Enjoy sliced or shredded
radishes in salads, sandwiches
and side dishes. They can also be
steamed, sautéed, and roasted.

Roasted Radishes
Serves 4

Ingredients:
▪ 1 bunch of small to medium radishes
(about 12-15)
▪ 1 Tbsp. olive oil
▪ 1 tsp. dried thyme
▪ Salt and pepper
▪ ½ lemon juiced (optional)

Directions:
Preheat oven to 450°F. Place radishes on a baking sheet
and toss with olive oi, thyme, salt and pepper. Roast
until tender yet firm in the center (about 20 minutes).
Squeeze a little lemon juice over the top if desired and
serve.

Per Serving (1/2 cup): 130 calories, 3g fat, 0g saturated fat, 3g protein, 24g carbohydrates, 5g fiber, 230mg sodium
for more information visit www.laxf2s.org
Coulee Region Farm to School is a partnership between La Crosse County
Health Department, Mayo Clinic Health System – Franciscan Healthcare,
Gundersen Health System, and the School Districts of Bangor, Holmen,
La Crescent-Hokah, La Crosse, Onalaska, and West Salem.

Breakfast is served with white milk.
Breakfast choice #2 is cereal.
Lunch includes fruit,
veggie, and choice of milk.

2022
BREAKFAST

#1 Banana Bread

LUNCH

#1 Chicken Patty Sandwich
#2 Yogurt & Cheese Stick

BREAKFAST

#1 Orange Chicken
#2 Yogurt & Cheese Stick

LUNCH

day 1

BREAKFAST

BREAKFAST

BREAKFAST

BREAKFAST

BREAKFAST

#1 Berry French Toast

#1 Mini Cinni

#1 Mini Bagel

#1 Chocolate Chip Muffin

#1 Garlic Cheese Bread
#2 EZ Jammer & Cheese Stick

#1 Mac & Cheese
#2 Yogurt & Cheese Stick

#1 Personal Pizza
#2 EZ Jammer & Cheese Stick

#1 Walking Taco
#2 Yogurt & Cheese Stick

LUNCH

LUNCH

day 3

day 2

#1 Filled Crescent

**Menu is subject to change.**

BREAKFAST

LUNCH

day 4

BREAKFAST

LUNCH

day 5

BREAKFAST

day 6

BREAKFAST

#1 Cinn Toast Crunch Bar

#1 Banana Oatmeal Round

#1 Muffin

#1 Breakfast Bread

#1 Chicken Taco
#2 EZ Jammer & Cheese Stick

#1 Hot Dog
#2 Yogurt & Cheese Stick

#1 Pizza
#2 EZ Jammer & Cheese Stick

#1 Hamburger
#2 Yogurt & Cheese Stick

LUNCH

LUNCH

day 3

day 2

BREAKFAST

LUNCH

BREAKFAST

day 4

BREAKFAST

LUNCH

day 5

BREAKFAST

#1 Banana Bread

#1 Frudel Pastry

#1 Apple-Filled Donut

#1 Mini Cinni

#1 Choc Chip Muffin

#1 Chicken Nuggets
#2 Yogurt & Cheese Stick

#1 Chicken Alfredo
#2 EZ Jammer & Cheese Stick

#1 Cheese Quesadilla
#2 Yogurt & Cheese Stick

#1 Pizza
#2 EZ Jammer & Cheese Stick

#1 Corn Dog
#2 Yogurt & Cheese Stick

LUNCH

LUNCH

day 6

BREAKFAST

#1 Filled Crescent

LUNCH

#1 Cheeseburger
#2 Yogurt & Cheese Stick

day 1

BREAKFAST

#1 Cinn Toast Crunch Bar

LUNCH

#1 Cheese Filled Breadstick
#2 EZ Jammer & Cheese Stick
day 6

day 5

BREAKFAST

#1 Banana Bread

NO SCHOOL

LUNCH

#1 Garlic Cheese Bread
#2 EZ Jammer & Cheese Stick
day 4

LUNCH

LUNCH

day 3

day 2

BREAKFAST

BREAKFAST

LUNCH

LUNCH

#1 Banana Oatmeal Round

#1 Muffin

#1 Fish Nuggets
#2 Yogurt & Cheese Stick

#1 Pizza
#2 EZ Jammer & Cheese Stick

day 1

BREAKFAST

day 2

BREAKFAST

#1 Apple-Filled Donut

#1 Chocolate-Filled Crescent

#1 Chicken Nuggets
#2 Yogurt & Cheese Stick

#1 Pizza
#2 EZ Jammer & Cheese Stick

LUNCH

day 5

LUNCH

day 6

LUNCH

day 4

BREAKFAST

#1 Breakfast Bread

LUNCH

#1 Chicken Tenders
#2 Yogurt & Cheese Stick
day 3

BREAKFAST
#1 Muffin

LUNCH

#1 and #2 Hot Dog
day 1

