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FEBRUARY 2021 NEWSLETTER
Happy February North Woods International Families!
We may be in the middle of a deep freeze, but our hearts are warm this February as we start
our first full month back with students.
At our staff meeting this month we talked about love. I originally learned a phrase from Dr.
Sharokky Hollie (who among other accolades wrote a great book called Culturally and
Linguistically Responsive Teaching and Learning). In this book, he says, "Sometimes [students]
need more love. But not just any love." He calls this next level "outrageous love."
Mr. Rogers talked about love saying, "Love isn't a state of perfect caring. It is an active noun
like 'struggle' to love someone is to strive to accept that person exactly the way he or she is,
right here and now." We emulate this in our International Baccalaureate attributes like caring
and open-mindedness and taking action to make the world a better place.
I am seeing outrageous love every day at North Woods. I see students doing acts of kindness
for their teachers and classmates every day. I see parents reaching out to encourage and
advocate for their students. I see teachers working day and night to design the kind of learning
that is best for students--even with all the strict protocols we must have in place to keep
everyone safe.
I saw outrageous love as Mr. Hein worked with Fire Captain Knudsen to make sure we meet all
regulations so we can give students the experience of having hot chocolate around a campfire.
I saw outrageous love when Mrs. Wolfgram and Mrs. Tauscher used their planning time to line
our hallways with artwork to celebrate our students. I have seen it in a million kindnesses that
no one else will ever see and were not done with any expectation of recognition.
So, this month I encourage you to find someone struggling and offer them the kind of
outrageous love they need to feel safe and supported. We will continue this good work at
North Woods, not only in February, but every day.
Keri Holter,
North Woods International Principal

Fri. Feb 12th: No School
Mon. Feb 15th: No School (Staff
Development)
Fri. Mar 5th: No School
Mon. Mar 8th : Parent Teacher
Conferences (12-8 PM) NO SCHOOL
Thurs. Mar11th : 4pm-8pm Parent Teacher
Conferences
Fri. Mar 12th: Early Release
April 1st-5th: No School Spring
Break. Return April 6th.

Winter weather is upon us! Please make
sure to send your child to school with warm
coats, mittens, hats, scarves and boots! It is
also a good idea to label all winter gear!
The School District of La Crosse cold
weather policy states children can be
outdoors when the temperature is 0 or
above and when the wind chill is -5 or
above.
We follow these guidelines when deciding if
recess is indoor or outside. Children need
to be prepared for cold temperatures and
being safe in cold weather!

We want to congratulate all of the Principal 200 club winners
this month! Keep up the great work!

Each day our students need snacks to keep their minds learning and energy going! We
currently keep snacks available in the office for classrooms in need of additional snacks, but
we are running low! If you are able to donate snacks to classrooms in need, North Woods
would greatly appreciate it! Snacks can be dropped off in the main office. Please state that it
is for extra snacks to be distributed!

Do you need to register your child for kindergarten next year? Is North Woods International
your boundary school? Head on over to Hogan Administrative Center (807 East Ave S, La
Crosse WI 54601) or visit https://www.lacrosseschools.org/overview/enrollment/
The registrar will be able to help answer questions and get your student set for success for
the 2021-2022 school year!
Is North Woods International not your neighborhood school? Please contact the Choice and
Charter department at choiceandcharter@lacrossesd.org or call the North Woods office at
608-789-6401.
Choice applications (Intradistrict Transfers) will be accepted February 1st-April 30th for the
2021-22 school year. Space is limited! Apply soon!
https://www.lacrosseschools.org/parents/intradistrict-transfers/

If your child is not enrolled in the School District of La Crosse Preschool Program, you can
begin the enrollment process for kindergarten either online or at the Hogan Admin Center. Birth
Certificate and Proof of Residency in the district will be required. Your address determines
your boundary school. For questions regarding kindergarten registration contact, 608-789-7651
and/or 608-789-7756. Kindergarteners must be 5 years of age on or before September 1st.

Preschool Registration for the 2021-22 school year has begun! For information regarding
registering for preschool, please contact 608-789-7006. Visit
https://www.lacrosseschools.org/programs-services/4-year-old-preschool/ for more
information!

Title Tips - February 2021

DEVELOP A LOVE FOR READING!
Great readers truly love to read. All readers may not love to read novels but that’s the great thing
about reading, there are so many different kinds of text to read! It is important that your child find
something that they love to read.
Below are some tips to foster a LOVE of reading!
• Let your child explore all different kinds of text. Expose them to books, magazines, comics,
e- books, newspapers and more! Let them choose what they want to read even If it may
not be a great fit from time to time.
• Model great reading for your child. Show them how you can gain new information from text.
• Develop reading routines and establish reading times each day. Read aloud to your child.
• Take them to the library or bookstore. Ask your child’s teacher for other ways to
borrow books.
• Talk to your child about what they’re reading, ask them questions to check for
understanding.

Way to go North Woods! Check
out these students who received
a Principal 200 Club during our
final weeks of remote learning!

Now that we are back in person,
students have a chance to earn a
Principal 200 club at school! Check
out our first Principal 200 club
winner, Ben Veglahn! Way to go Ben!

What a great “first week” of
school! To celebrate the
awesome job of our
students, they were
surprised with a special
treat! Who doesn’t love ice
cream!

In February, as a school we are focusing on being balanced.
IB’s definition of balanced is:
• “ We understand the importance of balancing different aspects of our lives - intellectual,
physical, and emotional - to achieve well-being for ourselves and others. We recognize our
interdependence with other people and with the world in which we live.”
Please ask your child to explain what they have learned about the learner profile attributes.

Upcoming IB events:

IB expo dates have been set up. These nights will all be virtual this year. Please see the schedule below
as to when your child’s night will be. We are excited to be able to share our learning with our
families. More information will be sent out closer to the event.

