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December 16, 2021

Principal’s Corner
Greetings Summit Families,
In a blink of an eye, 2021 is ending. It has been a year of mixed emotions for people
worldwide as we live through a pandemic in addition to the normal ups and downs
life might bring our way. I hope that 2021 has been more kind to you than not, as
we have a lot to be grateful for this year. Our kids got to return to school in a fairly
normal way, activities are back on, and we have made great progress in
understanding how to prevent Covid 19 which allows us to feel that life is a bit
more normal than it was a few months ago. With 2022 on the horizon, we are
reminded that a new year also brings in new hopes, dreams, and goals.
Hope is proven to be helpful among young adults and children. According to
Harvard Medical school, greater degrees of hope are associated with improved
coping, well-being, and engagement in healthy behaviors. Most importantly, hope
is related to good health, self-esteem, and a sense of purpose among young kids. In
addition, in difficult times hope is a strong factor in developing grit and resilience.
I love being an elementary principal because our students live in an infinite world of
hopefulness. They are full of determination, and they are grateful for very little
things that, as we get older, we stop enjoying. Summit students bring our staff and
myself joy every day. They try to dress like us. They play in the snow like they have
never seen snow. They are naturally positive about life. This week I rolled in the
snow, tasted (what was surely dirty) snow, jumped in a snowbank, and wore a crazy
hat, all because our students invited me to be part of their little world of fun and
wonder. My hope for all of us for 2022 to be a bit more like a child who is full of
positive energy, dreams, and a love for living life to the fullest. I also hope for
health for all of you, and for science to keep us safe.

Warm New Year’s Wishes,

Oscar Uribe, Principal

DATES TO
REMEMBER
NO SCHOOL—
HOLIDAY
BREAK
Thurs. Dec. 23rdFri. Dec. 31sr.
SCHOOL
RESUMES
Mon. Jan. 1st
END OF
QUARTER
Thurs. Jan. 13th
NO SCHOOL
Fri. Jan. 14th and
Mon. Jan. 17th
PTO MEETING
Tues. Jan. 12th
Check us out—we’re on
the WEB!
www.lacrosseschools.o
rg/Summit
It is the policy of the School
District of La Crosse, pursuant
to s.118.13 WI Statute and P19,
that no person – on the basis
of sex, race, religion, national
origin, ancestry, creed,
pregnancy, marital or
parental status, sexual
orientation or physical,
mental, emotional, or
learning disability, may be
denied admission to any
public school in this district or
be denied participation in,
benefits of, or be
discriminated against in any
curricular, co-extracurricular, pupil services,
recreational, or other
program or activities.

Don’t forget your
mask!
Masks are required every
day at school while in the building.
Preschool has been spending the month of November on Gingerbread
and Lights. We are learning about light sources and tying it into holiday
lights. Thank you to those who donated candies for the gingerbread house
project. Remember to keep practicing zippers!

Ms. Fechner’s class is working the 3 R’s: Reduce, Reuse, Recycle. We tore up old newspaper
and magazines to spell the word R-E-C-Y-C-L-E. We turned food boxes into puzzles, we reused old playdough containers, we turned toilet paper tubes into bird binoculars, and we made a
poster to show things we can do to reduce, reuse, and recycle. Let’s make everyday “Earth
Day”! Ms. Ofte’s class read many versions of the classic Gingerbread Man story. It was fun to
make our own gingerbread people. The best part was eating them!

In First Grade and in the 1st/2nd
Grade classroom, we are learning
about community helpers—who they
are and what they do for us. We are
learning about opinions in writing. The combined 1st/2nd Grade
class made totem poles out of recycled paper bags after researching the different animals found on them. The kids focused
on wolves, killer whales and eagles.

2nd grade has been learning about holidays around
the world. Students have their own passports and
are identifying the different continents ad oceans as
they travel from country to country learning about a
variety of holiday traditions. In addition, our 2nd
graders have just completed their informational
writing. This writing included animal research and
work on biographies. Students did a wonderful job of researching, planning and writing about their selected topics.
Third grade would like to congratulate all students that participated in the
APE swim meet on Friday, December 10th. We are so proud of all the
hard work you have put in! The students
have also been enjoying
bowling in the gym with
Mr. O’Keefe. We hope you
have a healthy, safe and
relaxing holiday break!

Fourth grade met outside with
their 1st grade buddies to spend
some time together at the Frog
Pond.

Fifth graders are very fortunate to have not just one buddy classroom, but two buddy classrooms this year! We meet with our
Pre-K and our 2nd grade classroom, each month to do a fun activity. WE enjoyed an outdoor scavenger hunt with Mrs. Leon’s
preschool friends searching for different types of nature in Summit’s backyard. Mrs. Appel and Mr. Stanton’s classroom played
predator and prey at the frog pond which is a twist
on hide and seek. Mrs. Franzini’s class enjoyed reading with
Ms. Jacobson’s 1st and 2nd
graders. We look forward to
making memories with our
buddies this year!

CONGRATULATIONS to our December featured
artists. Their artwork can be seen hanging in the office and will be shared on our Facebook page.
Vivian Levknecht -K
Jacobi Thorsen -3
Adeline Melby -K Alec San Diego -3
Wyatt Burch -1
Addessa Curtis-4
Sean Schaller -1

Aria Miller -2

Maddie Bean-2

Isabella Beville -4

Savannah Copus -5
Josie Bacon -5

Kindergarten experimented with

mixing primary colors, explored different materials and techniques,
and learned how to cut snowflakes.

1st grade sewed, made
3-d sculptures and
rooms, and made hand
puppets.

2nd grade worked on

printmaking and 3-d art.

3rd grade learned printmaking,
weaving, and started zentangles.

4th and 5th grade

worked with paper mache
and started tints and shades.

All Team Summit Students are rolling STRIKES and
picking up SPARES in PE this month!

Mrs. Munier had the Kindergarteners
working on their piano skills.
Please note there will be no holiday program this year
due to COVID restrictions. We will be looking into
having concerts again in the spring dependent on
case numbers and restrictions. Maybe even one outside when weather permits.

December Bucket Filler Assembly—

every month our students meet in the
gym to celebrate our positive behaviors. Students are drawn from the

“Bucket Fillers” for prizes and fun.

Congratulations to
Mrs. Lawrence for receiving the La Crosse Public Education Foundation
Gold Star Grant. Mrs.
Lawrence plans to purchase fruit trees for the
school garden. She is the
recipient of the Tyser
Power Nature grant.

Congratulations to Mrs. Ofte, Mrs.
Boyer and Mr. O’Keefe for receiving
the La Crosse Public Education Foundation
Gold Star Grant. The Summit PE and Kindergarten teams partnered with Smith’s Bike
Shop to purchase 20 balance bikes. Special
thanks to Randi Pueschner (parent of
Kindegarten student) for the support and assistance in getting this grant. We hope to
help kids love bikes and love everything that
La Crosse offers by teaching them how to

After School Clubs are in full swing. 1st Session ends December 16th. Information for the upcoming session can be
found at https://docs.google.com/document/
d/1bVLxPe6kEqlXF7ONpNIIQjA4DjOMlNa4JUMXII2jXss/edit?usp=sharing.
To sign up, please go to https://docs.google.com/forms/d/
e/1FAIpQLSdhMkhGp6eVKJ72RplOR6wLGuqlcy_nn0UnL4NAIqF99w-Qbg/
viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1&flr=0

.

OUTDOOR CLUB was
joined by GARDEN CLUB
to learn about the Treat
Lakes Trailbuilders.

DANCE AND TUMBLING is finishing up their session.
They worked so hard and got to
perform at two
assemblies so
far! They will
continue performing at bucket filler assemblies the rest of
the year.

Congratulations to our 2021 Adapted
PE Swimmers! We are proud of your
hard work!

Princess
Lucas
Uriah
Jaxon
Quinn

Gage
Mason
Jahnea
Eli
Makenna

Niecy
Greta
Sammy
Levi

SCHOOL DISTRICT OF LA CROSSE
2022-2023 4K Preschool Registration
**New Student Online Enrollment for the 2022-23 school
year will open on December 17, 2021**
4K Preschool Registration is a 2-step process: 1) New Student Online Enrollment (opens
December 17, 2021) and 2) 4K Preschool site registration (opens February 1, 2022).
Both steps need to be completed in order. Students must be age 4 on or before September 1, 2022 to enroll into 4K Preschool.
A document with detailed enrollment and registration instructions will be made available
soon.
This document will soon be available in multiple languages and redistributed when
ready.
Step 1— New Student Online Enrollment opens on December 17, 2021 to enroll your
4-year-old for the 2022-2023 school year.
● Visit Lacrosseschools.org and click on the “Enroll In Our Schools” button. Follow the
prompts to create an account and complete the New Student Online Enrollment process in Skyward.
● You may upload or email a picture of the student’s birth certificate and your proof of

address. If these documents are not submitted during enrollment, they will need to be
submitted by February 4 to hold your spot.
● Note: If you want to participate in 4K site registration when it opens on February 1,

your student’s 4K enrollment must be completed by January 27.

Step 2— 4K Preschool site registration will open online starting February 1, 2022 at
7 AM. Site registration will be on a first-come, first-served sign up. ● Log into Skyward family access and click on the Arena Scheduling button on the left side of the screen.
Under the preschool heading, click on 2022-2023 year. You will then see the list of preschool classes.
● Select your desired class and click on the Add button. The Add button will not be
available if that class
is full. If you decide to
change classes, click
on “Remove” under
the Option column.
● Arena scheduling

Also available in Spanish and Hmong.

What you need to
know about Y-CARE /
SURROUND CARE if
there is weather impacting our schools.
If the district is:
• 2 hr delay - we don't offer AM care
• school is canceled - we are canceled
• sending kids home at the end of the
day and afterschool functions are still
scheduled - we provide care
• sending kids home at the end of the
day but canceling after school functions - we provide the care we are capable of planning (the main reason for early communication)
• sending kids home early - we don't
provide PM care

The Holidays
are Coming!

As wonderful as the Holidays

are, they can be equally stressful. Mindful-

ness is one of many strategies to help calm

and soothe our minds. Please check out this
article by Child Mind Institute. They are a

great parent resource. I also find it to be a
helpful resource as an educator. Please

reach out if you ever have any questions or
concerns.
How Mindfulness Can Help Caregivers
Tabatha E. Veum - School Social Worker
608-789-8852 - tveum@lacrossesd.org

All current 5th Graders will need the T-dap
vaccination before entering Middle School.
This is a new requirement implemented this
past year. Please talk to your doctor about
making sure your student is current on all
vaccinations at their next well visit or
appointment.

School doors
open at 7:45 a.m.
Do not drop your
student off before
7:45 a.m., there is no
supervision until that time.

This is where you can find out about different events,
programs, and opportunities for your child(ren) in the
community.

https://www.lacrosseschools.org/parents/virtual-backpack/

FROM THE HEALTH OFFICE

Starting Dec. 6th, in order to stay at school, most unvaccinated schoolrelated close contacts in grades 7-12 will only be required to have a covid
test if they develop symptoms. Since implementing our test and stay program, we have seen less than 1% of close contacts at these grade levels
test positive, suggesting that risk is extremely low at these grade levels. In
addition, students in these grades have all had the opportunity to be fully
vaccinated. At this time, this only applies to school attendance.
In grades PK-6, unvaccinated, school-related, close contacts will be able to stay in school for the
duration of the quarantine period as long as they test negative between days 5 and 7 and remain
symptom-free. The single required antigen test can be done at school with a signed permission
form and on-line registration. Most cases of transmissions have not tested positive until days 5-7,
therefore this adjustment will remove unnecessary testing. As a reminder, although students are
allowed to attend school due to the strong mitigation strategies in our school buildings, we continue to recommend that all close contacts quarantine from other community settings for the duration
of their quarantine period.
Students that are close contacts in school AND are fully vaccinated (15 days after second dose),
will not have to test or quarantine unless they would develop symptoms.

SAFETY TIPS FROM THE LMC

Opportunities for Language Lessons Related to Holiday Traditions
The American Speech-Language Hearing Association shared suggestions for language-learning
opportunities that can enhance and enrich communication interactions at home during special holiday times. You can select specific vocabulary words, conversation topics, games, books,
and stories based on a child’s age, developmental level, and individual and family preferences.
These tips can help expand a child’s knowledge of their own holiday experiences and broaden
their understanding of other cultural and religious groups.

Learning new vocabulary
Define words associated with each holiday. Talk together about the
new word, then ask the child to use it in a sentence or conversation.
• Create different sensory experiences for target words—with visuals,
objects to touch, and holiday foods to smell and taste.
• Select words from the child’s own religion and culture and from others
to make comparisons and teach about different traditions (depending on
family preferences—here are just a few vocabulary
lists: Hanukkah, Christmas, Kwanzaa, and Muslim holidays).
Select a word a day during multi-day holidays or a holiday season.
•

•

Engaging in conversations
Talk about plans for the holiday. Encourage family members to talk about what they are
doing as they get ready for a holiday. Talk about holiday events and encourage children to
take turns, add new information, initiate a new topic, or bring a conversation to a close.
• Have a child explain the meaning or the activities surrounding a holiday with a younger
child or sibling. They will be providing language lessons of their own by using shorter sentences, higher pitch, and more concrete words.
• Help children reflect on their holiday afterwards. They will need to organize their
thoughts, select highlights, and summarize information in a succinct and clear
way. Provide pictures, word cues, or graphic organizers to help with formulating thoughts
and sharing experiences.
• Help children create their own holiday stories using written words and/or drawings.
•

Telling stories
Read books together about different holidays. Use dialogic reading strategies, which involve the adult and the child having a conversation about what they are reading and
switching reading and listening roles.
• Talk about the reasons we are celebrating a holiday.
Tell stories about past holiday celebrations.
• Talk about different holidays and the various ways different cultures and religions observe them.
•

For more ideas please visit The ASHA Live Article by Diane Paul, PhD, CCC-SLP, is ASHA’s director of
clinical issues in speech-language pathology, here: https://leader.pubs.asha.org/do/10.1044/2021-1202-holidaylanguage-lessons/full/

Parents:

Our school is looking for substitute teachers, substitute teacher assistants, and substitutes
cooks. We are also looking to fill a temporary Teacher Assistant Position through December 10th.
To be eligible to substitute teach, you need either an associates degree or a bachelor’s degree. Your degree can be in any field; it does not need to be in education to be a shortterm substitute teacher (less than 45 days in the same role). Substitute teachers can
choose the school, subject, and/or grades that they are interestedin working and have
flexibility on what days that they would like to work. For example, we have recruited one
recent UW-L grad who is finishing his graduate degree to work one day per week in physical education.
To be eligible to be a substitute teacher assistant, you need to have 49-post high school
credits in any field or you can take a program through the district that allows you to be certified upon completion. The district can usually be flexible with start and/or end times as
needed for TA subs to accommodate parents’ schedules.
Parents who are looking for a short shift in the middle of the day that allows flexibility can
also apply to be a substitute cook.
Any candidates interested in subbing can contact Heidi Mellem, the administrative assistant
in the HR office, at hmellem@lacrossesd.org or call 608-789-7953.
Matt Wenthe
Director of Human Recources
School District of La Crosse
608-789-7650

NEXT MEETING: January 12th, 5:30
p.m. in the school library.
Missed a meeting?
View PTO news And meeting notes on the
Summit School website under
Community/PTO!

We have open position for
district wide parent rep. Please
contact a PTO representative if
you are interested.
Need to contact the PTO?
Jessica McGough – President
Jess8neal@aol.com
Jaime Culbert – Vice President
jaimeculbert@gmail.com
Adriane Melby – Treasurer
JoNean Thorsen - Secretary
Jeschroe8@yahoo.com
District Wide Rep - Open

Kwik Trip Script gift cards
•

•

Summit School Phone Holders
available for purchase in the
office! Please call to set up
time for purchase. $5.00 each
Payable to the Summit PTO

It’s so easy- simply purchase any
denomination of gift card (Cash or check payable to
Summit PTO) and then use the card for any purchase
at Kwik Trip.
Contact Jessica McGough for cards at 608-792-3980

